Qatar declines Iran defence pact offer 

DOHA (R) — - Qatar has potitefy declined an Iranian offer of a 
Uaienl defence pact with the Islamic republic saying it was nm 
necessmy at this stage. Qatari officials said on Tuesday. ■•A 
suggettion came from oar Iranian brethren that we should have a 
mutual defence treaty. But we told them that it was not needed at 
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during talks Iran's Defence Minister Mohammad Forouzahden 
Madera including the emir. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khatfa A} Tham. during a four-day visit which ended on Tuesday 
Drpkwtiars said Qatar's other allies like the United States, Britain 
and F rance with whom the oil and gas-rich emirate has compre- 
nemive defence treaties and dose political and security ties were 
j*™? «* Iranian offer. Iran, whose influence in the Gulf 
punished a^ the 1979 fall of the late Shah, was trying to 
^qjam a foothold m the region” by befriending Qatar, a Western 
diplomat said. “But we know that Qatar, as a sovereign country 
knows its best interest and will be wary of the I ranian design.” he 
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Cabinet approves . 
new rule for land I 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday held a 
meeting under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
during which it approved a 
regulation allowing the divi- 
sion of land to facilitate the 
issuance of separate title 
deeds in the name of the 
respective owners. Under the 
regulation plots of land own- 
ed by many owners can be 
divided into plots with a mini- 
mum of four dunums each. 
The new regulation will only 
) be applied to unorganised 
areas located in Irbid, Jerash. 
Ajloun, Balqa and Madaba 
districts, in addition to sever- 
al villages in the govemorates 
ofZarqa, Mafraq. Karakand | 
Tafileh and the Greater Am- 
man Municipality area. 
Minister of Agriculture Mus- 
tafa Shneikat said the deci- 
sion was aimed at solving 
problems emanating from the 
group ownership of land, not- 
ing that it only covers most of 
the plots of land located west 
of the Hijaz Railway, in addi- 
tion to plots with limited 
areas. 

AlfE: No talks with 
militants 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Interior Minister Hassan Al 
Aifi ruled out on Tuesday 
1 any reconciliation dialogue 
with militants calling them 
murderers. “We refuse any 
kind of contact with these 
outlaw organisations or their 
accomplices, for there can be 
no dialogue with murderers, 
criminals and outlaws.” Mr. 
Alfi told journalists. He de- 
nied there had been any call 
for a trace between the- gov- 
ernment and the Jamaa Al 
IsJamiyah, the main militant 
faction in the four-year con- 
frontation which has left 
1,015 dead. 

U.N. to give up on 
Sahara registration 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Secretary-Genera! Bout- 
ros Ghali said Monday that 
he will recommend to the 
Security Council that the Un- 
ited Nations abandon its 
■ | efforts to register voters in 

• the Western Sahara for a 
referendum on the region's 
future. Dr. Ghali told repor- 
ters that he would make the 
recommendation within a few 
days because there “is no 
progress in the verification of 
the voters and we will be 
compelled to stop this.” 

Egyptian editor jailed 
for failing to pay fine 

CAIRO (AFP) — The editor 
in chief of an Egyptian Isla- 
mic newspaper was jailed on 
Tuesday for failing to pay a 
fine incurred for slandering 
the son of the interior minis- 
ter. legal sources said. Magdi 
Hussein, head of the bi- 
weekly Al Shaab newspaper, 
became the first journalist to 
be imprisoned under a con- 
troversial press law passed in 
| May allowing prison sent- 
1 ences up to 15 years for slan- 
der. He had been sentenced 
in January to a one-year sus- 
pended sentence and a fine of 
15.000 pounds (54,400) for 
slandering the son of Interior 
Minister Hassan Al Alfi.-A 
higher court which heard his 
appeal on Tuesday said it 
would rule on the' case on 
May 28. but ordered Mr. 
Hussein to pay the fine im- 
mediately. When Mr. Hus- 
sein said he could not pay. he 
was ordered imprisoned until 
the fine was paid, the sources 

said. 

14 dead, 24 missing 
off Somali coast 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Some 14 bodies have been 
recovered and 24 others are 
still missing, and presumed 
dead, after a boat transport- 
ing more than 90 people to a 
' ship anchored off the shark- 

* infested Somali coastal port 
of Merca sank on Monday 
night. Port authorities in 
Merca. 100 kilometres south 
of Mogadishu, said Tuesday 
that the boat, overloaded 
with people going to off-load 
commercial goods from the 
vessel, anchored about a mile 
f rom the shore, was hit by a 
big wave and sank im- 
mediately. 
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Princess Basina visits orphanage 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Bosnia cm 
Tuesday visited Urn Al Hussein orphanage where she met with ihc 
administrative and teaching stall and toured the orphanage's 
' various sections. Princess Basma expressed appreciation to the 
orphanage's management for their efforts to improve the services 
offered to children, and lauded the educational methods followed 
to enhance self-reliance and develop student skills in the various 
fields. ‘"The continuous progress being made in the orphanage 
makes me feel confident that our children are in the safe hands of 
those who spare no effort to provide the right atmosphere for our 
childrens development and upbringing.” Princess Basma said. 
The orphanage director welcomed Princess Basma and briefed her 
on the improvements made to provide better services for children, 
including the establishment of a student club and providing easy 
access to the library, theatre, laboratory, and computer room to 
help children spend their leisure in a useful way. Princess Basma 
inspected the orphanage's students club, library, dormitory, and 
watched a performance by the orphanage's students. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Tuesday confers with 
Egypt* 311 Prime Minister Kama! Janzouri in a meeting attended by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti (photo by Yousef Allan) - 

Regent urges full-fledged 
agreement on free trade 
between Jordan, Egypt 

Joint higher committee begins meetings 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
on Tuesday called for full- 
fledged free-trade agreement 
between Jordan and Egypt. 

The Regent noted that the 
two countries were negotiat- 
ing partnership agreements 
with the European Union 
and such accords would even- 
tually require the application 
of free trade betweeen the 
two countries on the one 
hand and between them and 
Europe on the other. 

The Crown Prince was 
speaking during a working 
lunch with visiting Egyptian 
Prime Minister Kamal Jan- 
zouri, who arrived Tuesday 
at the head of a delegation 
for the meeting of the joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee. 

The meeting started Tues- 
day under the co- 
chairmanship of the prime 
ministers of the two coun- 
tires. 

The Regent referred to the 
next Middle East and North 
Africa summit on regional 
economic cooperation to be 
held in Cairo later this year 
and said the higher commit- 
tee could prepare joint plans 
for regional projects to be" 
submitted at the conference. 

“We should intensify our 
efforts and coordinate our 
positions to move from the 
stage of discussions to the 
stage of execution of pro- 
jects.” said the Regent, 
adding that the two countries' 
■experiences would benefit re- 
gional cooperation in an era 
of comprehensive peace. 

The Crown Prince said Jor- 
dan and Egypt maintain ex- 
cellent relations in all fields, 
especially in the recent years 
which witnessed greater 
strides towards integration. 


The meeting and the lunch 
were attended by the prime 
ministers of the two countries 
and committee members. 

Before the meeting with 
the Regent. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Dr. Janzouri opened the 
committee meeting at the 
Prime Ministry. Both prime 
ministers stressed their coun- 
tries' determination to prom- 
ote trade, economic and so- 
da!. industrial, touristic, and 
other relations with each 
other. 

Mr. Kabariti said that Jor- 
dan and Egypt had a common 
strategy and both stand in the 
same trench in the peace 
process, in construction and 
regional development and in 
fighting all forms of violence 
and divisions among Arab 
countries. 

Jordan, he said, seeks to 
heal rifts among Arab coun- 
tries. opposes all trends to- 
wards hegemony, tutelage, 
interference in other coun- 
tries' affairs and condemns all 
forms of aggression, violence 
and terrorism. 

Calling for economic in- 
tegration between Egypt and 
Jordan, Mr. Kabariti said de- 
spite the past achievements, 
the two countries had not yet 
achieved the requirements of 
the 21st century or catered to 
the needs of regional de- 
velopment. But. he added, 
through economic reforms 
and cooperation Egypt and 
Jordan were heading towards 
the fulfilment of their aspira- 
tions. 

Referring to the commit- 
tee's work, he said it was 
expected to endorse an 
agreement on preventing 
dual taxation and another on 
encouraging and protecting 
joint investments in addition 
to moves aimed at promoting 


economic, trade, maritime, 
air and land transport, agri- 
cultural, cultural and touristic 
cooperation and electric pow- 
er linkage in addition to 
cooperation in labour-related 
fields. 

Dr. Janzouri referred to 
the peace process, stressing 
that only when a comprehen- 
sive settlement was achieved, 
securing the restoration of all 
occupied territories, can the 
countries of the region enjoy 
stability and security. 

Dr. Janzouri said that 
Egypt supports a comprehen- 
sive peace, restoration of 
solidarity among Arab coun- 
tries and backs Jordan's stand 
in the face of any military 
alliances in the region, which , 
he said, would endanger the 
peace process. 

In its two-day meeting the 
higher committee will review 
a host of issues, which, 
among orher things, include 
the stimulation of the role of 
the private sector and the 
chambers of trade and indus- 
try in the two countries. 

. Tuesday’s meeting was 
prepared by a ministerial 
committee which issued a 
statement late monday call- 
ing for gradual removal of all 
customs duty and other taxes 
on goods traded between 
Egypt and Jordan over a 
period of 10 years. 

la an interview later Tues- 
day with representatives of 
the Egyptian media. Prince 
Hassan said scopes of coop- 
eration were discussed more 
than a decade ago, noting 
that he himself had taken 
part in the discussions. 

Prince Hassan said the 
Egyptian- Jordanian meeting 
in Amman “is a qualitative 
meeting, in view of the raolti- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq seeks Arab help in 
oil-for-food negotiation 


i .UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
Iraq sought help from fellow 
Arab countries Tuesday in 
overcoming Western objec- 
tions to a tentative accord 
with the United Nations on a 
deal to allow Iraq to resume 
oil sales to buy food and 
medicine. 

The two sides were to meet 

late Tuesday for a second day 

! in their latest round of nego- 
titions on allowing Iraq to ■ 
sell up to $1 billion worth of 
oil every 90 days — a move 
that would reduce petroleum 
prices at a time when gasoline 
prices in the United States 
have emerged as a presiden- 
tial campaign issue. 

In Cairo. Iraqi Deputy 
Foreign Minister Riyad Al 
Qaissi met Tuesday with 
Egyptian officials to discuss 
the oil-for-food deal. Arab 
diplomats said Al Qaissi 
would ask Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa for his 
country's support in closing a 
deal. 


Egypt currently represents 
the Arab countries on the 
U.N. Security Council, which 
must ratify the deal. 

The third round of the oil- 
for-food talks ended without 
agreement April 24, after the 
United States and Britain 
said a tentative accord con- 
tained loopholes that Iraq 
could exploit to buy prohi- 
bited military equipment and 
keep food and medicine from 
dissidents. • 

On Monday, Iraq's chief 
negotiator, Abdul Amir Al 
Anbari. said it was too early 
to tell whether an agreement 
would come this week. 

Mr. Anbari said Monday’s 
session dealt with procedural 
matters for the res! of the 
talks. 

As the negotiations re-, 
sumed, both Britain and the 
United States sought to dis- 
suade speculation that the 
two countries were seeking to 
scuttle an agreement at ail 
costs to continue pressure 


against Iraq. 

“We look forward to its 
success,” U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said. 
“We believe the talks have a 
good basis for' progressing, 
and that in fact this relief will 
come.” 

Secretary-Genera! Boutros 
Ghali said he hoped this 
. round would be successful 
but added “I don’t Want to 
underestimate the difficul- 
ties.” ' 

“How do we obtain the 
coexistence of two concepts 
— strict control on the dis- 
tribution of humanitarian 
assistance and the sovereign- 
ty and territoriality of Iraq." 
he said. "We are trying to 
find a way to compromise 
between the two concepts.’ 

Gasoline prices have risen 
to their highest level in the 
United States since the end of 
the 1991 Gulf war. and re- 
publicans have seized on the 
high cost of fuel as a cam- 
paign issue. 


King holds talks with Kohl, voices 
appreciation of German assistance 


BONN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday held talks with Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
on bilateral relations and 
means of enhancing them in 
the various fields. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed the situation in the 
Middle East and the latest 
developments of the peace 
process. 

The King lauded Chancel- 
lor Kohl’s and the German 
government's contribution to 
the peace process and thank- 
ed Germany for their econo- 
mic aid to the Middle East 
countries, particularly Jor- 
dan, saying that such assist- 
ance will contribute to streng- 
thening foundations of the 
peace process. 

The King praised Chancel- 
lor Kohl's efforts to enhance 
bilateral relations, which are 
based on mutual confidence 
and respect. King Hussein 
voiced appreciation to Ger- 
many for its assistance to 
Jordan to carry out water 
projects. 

(Continued on page 7) 

■ Palestinians 
and Israelis 
clash over 
land grabs 

KALKILYA (Agencies) — . 
Israeli soldiers wing rubber 
bullets and 300 Palestinian 
demonstrators clashed Tues- 
day on a second day of pro- 
tests over land grabs on the 
West Bank near Israel’s bor- 
der. 

An 11 -year-old boy was 
slightly wounded in the hand 
by a rubber bullet, in the 
clash near Kalkilya. 

Israeli border guards also 
fired tear-gas to disperse the 
crowd of almost 300 youths, 
who hurled stones and tried 
to stop bulldozers from flat- 
tening the earth. 

The Palestinians are pro- 
testing against land confisca- 
tions by the army to build a 
security barrier between the 
Kalkilya region of the north- 
ern West Bank and Israel. 

Ten Palestinians were shot 
and wounded Monday when 
Israeli soldiers opened fire 
with rubber bullets. 

Former Palestinian com- 
mando Leila Khaled. who 
hijacked two planes in 1969 
and 1970 and returned from 
exile last month, led a protest 
against Israel on Tuesday. 



German Chancellor Helmut Kohl gestures prior to talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein in Bonn on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Palestine in 3 years possibly with 
Jerusalem as capital - Peres aide 


PARIS (AFP) — A senior 
aide to Israeli Premier Shi- 
mon Peres said in a magazine 
interview Tuesday he expects 
a Palestinian state to be 
established in three years, 
and suggested Jerusalem 
could be its capital. 

Ron Pundak. in charge of 
negotiations on the final sta- 
tus of Jerusalem, told the 
French Weekly L’Express 
that “in three years, if all 
goes well, a Palestinian state 
will emerge.” 

Mr. Pundak, one of the 
main architects of the 1993 
accord which launched 
Palestinian autonomy, made 
the suggestion about Jeru- 
salem when aske’d if it could 
ever be the capital of both 
Israel and a new Palestinian 
state. 

"It will cause a fuss, for me 
it is a certainty: in three 
years, if all goes well, a 
Palestinian State will 
emerge," he said. “And why 
would Jerusalem not be its 
capital?” 

His comments came after 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators opened talks the last 
stage of their peace process 
due to hammer out tire final 
status of the territories over 


the next three years. 

Mr. Pundak acknowledged 
that the issue of Jerusalem 
was highly sensitive. “The 
symbolic charge of the city is 
such that we have to proceed 
with caution," he said. "For 
us, Israelis, Jerusalem is un- 
ited and indivisible.” 

But he said one option, 
being studied was of “the 
principle of an open city.” 
This would mean “a city 
without walls, without bor- 
ders. without ghettos,” 
where “Jews, Muslims and 
Christians can move about 
from east to west and vice 
versa, to learn to live 
together and eventually to 
respect each other.” 

While refusing any ques- 
tion of returning to the pre- 
1967 lines when Israel also 
seized the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, he said two muni- 
cipalities could co-exist, one 
Israeli and the other Arab. 

“We are considering two 
joint public bodies to deal 
with building, transport, so- 
cial services and infrastruc- 
ture. 

“But where the Palestinian 
population is in the majority, 
a Palestinian municipality 
could administer things with- 


out interference from Israeli 
authorities.” 

This would be “with the 
exception of places in the east 
of the city which would re- 
main under the responsibility 
of Jewish administration." he 
said. 

“The city will be managed 
to an Israeli municipal coun- 
cil which will delegate certain 
powers to a Palestinian 
mayor.” he said. 

Overall Mr. Pundak said 
that a Palestinian state was in 
Israel's interest, although he 
stressed “while having its 
own government, administra- 
tion and laws, (it) would be 
totally demilitarised, like 
Vatican City!” 

He said this “peace scenar- 
io can only be implemented 
under two conditions: if there 
aTe never again any terrorist 
attacks, and if there is a 
genuine desire on the part of 
Palestinians to live as our 
neighbours.” 

Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
agreed Tuesday to intensify 
talks on building a Palesti- 
nian airport in a bid to win 
approval for the pioneer pro- 
ject from Israeli security offi- 
cials, negotiators said. 


Peres 'will seek 
complete peace' 


Israel, U.N. lock 
horns over Cana 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has said he would 
resume talks with Syria as 
part of a push for a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace if 
he was reelected in national 
polls on May 29. 

“The first thing I will do is 
renew the peace process with ' 
the Syrians," Mr. Peres told 
Israel’s Channel One Televi- 
sion on Monday. 

“I want to arrive at a com- 
prehensive peace in the Mid- 
dle East in the next four 
years,” he added. 

Mr. Peres and right-wing 
challenger Benjamin Netany- 
ahu used key television inter- 
views to cry to sell their vi- 
sions of how peace and secur- 
ity could be achieved. 

’ Israeli law prohibits broad- 
casting images of candidates 
three weeks before national 
elections. 

Mr. Peres, leading Mr. 
Netanyahu by about five 
points in opinion polls, said 
his platform also included 
keeping the Jordan River as a 
"security” border and main- 
taining Jerusalem as a “un- 
ited capital” of Israel. 

He seized on what he saw 
as discrepancies in the mes- 
sage of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud Party, which has 
opposed the peace deal that 


Mr. Peres' Labour Party 
struck with the Palestinians. 

While Mr. Netanyahu said 
he would accept the Oslo 
agreement, Israel' Television 
quoted a prominent Likud 
member, ex-General Ariel 
Sharon, as saying he could 
not recognise it. 

Mr. Peres, with a picture of 
him and his slain predecessor 
Mr. Yitzhak Rabin visible in 
the background, said any 
plans to go back on the self- 
rule agreement signed be- 
tween Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in 1993 would be the 
“end of the peace process." 

Asked why he was delaying 
Israel's troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron, Mr. Peres said it was 
important to work in stages 
for security reasons. 

“Our problem is not the 
riming of the promised rede- 
ployment, but the Iranians, 
the fundamentalists and the 
Hamas who want to destroy 
the peace process," he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in his 
television interview that he 
would allow the Palestinians 
to control matters in self-rale 
areas but not security. 

“That’s the difference. If 
this (Labour) government 

(Continued on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
blamed the United Nations 
Tuesday for the Cana mas- 
sacre in South Lebanon, 
accusing it of failing to inform 
Israel that refugees were 
sheltering at the U.N camp. 

But U.N. officials in Leba- 
non angrily denied his ver- 
sion of the events which led 
up to the deaths of 102 peo- 
ple in Israeli shelling of the 
U.N. compound on April 18. 

Asked whether Israeli in- 
telligence knew civilians were 
in the camp, Mt. Peres said: 
“Definitely not'. We didn’t 
have the slightest idea and I 
think it is a scandal they were 
permitted into the camp and 
without letting us know about 
it.” ' 

Israel has said it was firing 
back in response to a rocket 
and mortar attack launched 
by Hizbollab guerrillas from 
near the Cana camp, and that 
out-of-date maps were to 
blame for the shells hitting 
the base. 

“I think the Hizbollah peo- 
ple themselves, after the 
shooting and before the 
shooting, used the UNIFIL 
camp as a hideaway for them 
and their families.” Mr. 
Peres added in a satellite-link 
press conference on the 
Cable News Network. 

But U.N. spokesman in 


Lebanon Timur Gokse) in- 
sisted Israel knew the camp 
was packed with civilians 
when it attacked. “From the 
first day of the Israeli attacks 
we announced to everyone" 
that there were around 6.000 
Lebanese sheltering in U.N. 
bases, he said. “This is not a 
scandal to grant shelter in a 
U.N. position.” Mr. Goksel 
said. 

An initial U.N. report into 
the massacre has concluded 
that Israeli artillery gunners 
deliberately target ted the 
Cana camp, and U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 
said the final report would be 
published. 

Lebanon officials said 
mjeanwhtle Lebanon and 
Syria had come up with a 
joint draft to counter a U.S. 
blueprint for establishing a 
‘five-nation group to monitor 
the Israel-Hizboliah cease- 
fire. 

The officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said- 
the agreement resulted from* 
talks held in the Syrian capit- 
al of Damascus Monday be- 
tween Lebanese Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri and Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez and Sy- 
rian government leaders. 

The counter-draft, details, 
of which remained secret. 

(Continued od page 7) 
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U.S. sees a 'new Mideast' 


in the making in wake of 
recent violence, ceasefire 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The permanent status Middle 
East peace negotiations that 
began Sunday. May 4 will 
“deal with a variety of diffe- 
rent issues. It is not... the 
(role of) the United States to 
take up positions on those 
issues. The parties them- 
selves. through the process of 
negotiation, will resolve 
them.” a State Department 
official predicted May 3. 

In a May 3 international 
Arabic language television 
programme, "Dialogue With 
the West." jointly produced 
by USIA's Worldnet and the 
London-based Middle East 
Broadcasting Centre, Dennis 
Ross, special Middle East 
coordinator for the State De- 
partment. stressed that 
America's role in the process 
is to help create a compre- 
hensive peace. "Our focus, 
he said, “is on creating the 
kind of peace that can be 
stable and enduring.” 

“Fiisi things first,” Mr. 
Ross said. "Let's try to re- 
solve the nature of die con- 
flict.” 

Mr. Ross also called for "a 
region that no longer lags 
behind economically." 

“So many parts of the world 
have been able to progress. 
The conflict in the Middle 
East has held the countries in 
the region back.” he de- 
clared. ‘Tt is time to move 
forewardi time to give people 
a chance to live a normal lifei 
time to give them a chance to 
fulfil] their aspirations and to 
do so in an environment of 
peace and to create prosper- 
ity to go with it.” 

Following are excerpts 
from an unofficial transcript, 
with focus on comments and 
responses by Mr. Ross: 

“It seems to me that what 


happened last week embo- 
died, I believe, a very impor- 


died, i believe, a very impor- 
tant set of accomplishments. 
I think it's important to 
understand what we saw last 
week was in a sense a com- 
bination of the new Middle 
East and the old Middle East 
still co-mingiing. 


“We dearly saw the ability 
to work together to try to 
resolve crises and wc also saw 
in the action of the PNC 
(Palestinian National Coun- 
cil) in revising those pans of 
the covenant that were incon- 
sistent with the letter of 
mutual recognition, we saw a 
fulfillment of a commitment 
even in circumstances that 
were difficult. 

“I think from the stand- 
point of seeing the Palesti- 
nians take a dramatic step 
that was a fulfillment of a 
commitment, from the stand- 
point of the United States 
leading an effort and produc- 
ing a ceasefire that brought 
an end to a crisis, brought an 
end to the killing, brought an 
end to a people being dislo- 
cated from their homes, it 
was very important for us to 
be able to complete that task 
and also to show that there 
was a connection to the re- 
sumption of negotiations. 

“What I mean by suggest- 
ing that there's a co-mingUng 
of the old and the new is that 
obviously, on the one hand, 
those committed to peace 
made it very dear they were 
committed to peace and a 
different future, and we are 
obviously still dealing with 
those who have a very diffe- 
rent kind of view. 

“Our... posture is that the 
permanent status negotia- 
tions will... deal with a varie- 
ty of different issues. What's 
most important is not that the 
U.S. take up positions on 
those issues.- What's most im- 
portant is that the parties 
themselves, through the pro- 
cess of negotiation, will re- 
solve it. They're going to 
resolve it. We're not going to 
resolve it. 

“...Our focus is on trying 
to create a comprehensive 
peace. Our focus is on creat- 
ing a kind of peace that can 
be stable and enduring. 
There’s a very dear reality 
here that first things first. 
Let's try to resolve the nature 
of the'cohflict. Let’s {hit an- 
end to the conflict. Let's 


establish a very different kind 
of Middle East where peace 
and prosperity can be the 
hallmark of the future. And 
obviously, as one deals with 
creating a new Middle East 
one wants to remove the rem- 
nants of the past and the 
remnants of conflict. Over 
time one can also deal with 
some of the manifestations of 
conflict including weaponary. 

“There is, in fact, a multi- 
lateral negotiating process. 
One of the working groups in 
that multilateral negotiating 
process is (dealing with) re- 
gional security and arms con- 
trol. And what we want to 
see that those kinds of issues 
that are not just bilateral but 
multilateral in charter, in- 
cluding arms control, should 
be dealt with. We should 
make headway where we can. 
Most importantly, let's 
achieve peace first and then 
lex's transform the region as 
we've known* it so that it 
becomes a very different kind 
of region where peace and 
prosperity can prevail. 

“...Well, what 1 would say 
is that we have -worked very 
hard to try to transform the 
Middle East as we know it 
from one that is characterised 
by violence and struggle and 
confrontation and pain and 
suffering into a new region 
that is characterised by peo- 
ple being able to live a nor- 
mal life. We have obviously 
contributed. I think, very 
heavily, to the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement. We 
have contributed very heavily 
to the achievement of the 
peace between Israel and Jor- 
dan. We are actively involved 
in dying to help the parties 
negotiate an agreement be- 
tween Israel and Syria and 
(between) Israel and Leba- 
non. 

“What we did last week in 
tertns of bringing the crisis in 
southern Lebanon and north- 
ern Israel to an end. reflected 
the kind of commitment that 
we have and die effort we're 
pre pa red to make. 



TIME OFF: A Palestinian family rides on a fishing boat on Gaza beach. 
Palestinian families axe starting to return to the sea looking for amusement as 
the summer season approaches to find some respite from the hardships imposed 
by the 10-week-old Israeli siege of the Mediterranean strip (Reuters photo) 


Israelis delight in puppets 
poking fun at politicians 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Rub- “guest” and one sket 


her puppets are drawing re- 
cord television audiences 


Iran says 
it is ready 
to confront 


here with their satirical, no- 
holds barred look at the 
Israeli political scene with 
less than a month to go be- 
fore general elections. 

. More than 30 pej^ent of 
Israelis are glued to their 
screens every Friday to watch 
the Israeli version of die for- 
mer biting British TV show 
“Spitting Image.” 

“At the height of the elec- 
toral campaign, these rubber 
puppets who have no shame 
have succeeded in irritating 
all politicians, even those 
who refuse to admit it,” said 
Noemie Levitsky, a journalist 
with the daily Yedact Ahar- 
onot, who admits she is an 
addict of the show. 

The only order given by 
Uzi Peted, boss of the private 
Channel 1 to the makers of 
“Hartsoufim” (or “What a 
Cheek”), was “make it over 
the top.” 

The producers have 
gleefully complied, merciless- 
ly poking fun at one and all. 
But they have regularly come 
under strong pressure to tone 
it down from poKtiaans wor- 
ried about being the next 


to confront 

boos nose .and spittle drip- TT O 

ping from his lower Up, on ari V I I S 
the phone to braeH Prime CU “V U ' kJ * 

’aggression’ 


Palestinian President Yas- 
ser Arafat is a regular 


He proposes a redeploy- 
ment “in stages” by the 
Israeli army from the coun- 
try’s largest city Tel Aviv, in 
exchange for an end to 
suicide attacks before the 
May 29, dections. 

“It is an in te r e s t in g idea, 
let me talk to Bill Clinton 
about it,** Mr. Peres replies 
after a moment’s thought. 

Da another skit, Mr. Peres 
is seen in a trance, his eyes 
covered by a virtual reality 
mask as he describes his vi- 
sion of a “New Middle East.” 

Neither is right-wing 
opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyafr® spared. He is por- 
trayed as an aging playboy, 
who bowls at die moon every 
time a woman walks past and 
draws parallels between “safe 
sex” Mid “safe peace.” 

President EzerWeizman is 
said to have flown into a rage 
on seeing himself portrayed 
on die screen with a pilot’s 
leather flying cap on his 
bead, a reference to his milit- 
ary past, speaking in- 
coherently and trembling 
from alcoholic shakes. 


In Rabin's shadow, Peres campaigns among youth 


RAMAT GAN, Israel 
(AP) — Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has hit the cam- 


paign trail with the shadow 
of his slain predecessor by 


of his slain predecessor by 
his side. 

On Monday, be met with 
students who spoke with 
Yitzhak Rabin just before 
the Nov. 4 assassination. 
Mr. Peres told diem that 
the trauma of the slaying 
has led to a political 
awakening among Israeli 
youth. 

“Yitzhak's death has re- 
vealed your generation,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

He explained to the stu- 
dents that he and Mr. 
Rabin set out to make 
peace with the Arabs after 
winning the 1992 election 
“to allow your generation 
to enter the next century 
without the obstacles of 
war." 

The line went down well 
at the Obcl Sbem high 
school in this sedate, upper 
middle-das suburb of Tel 
Aviv, and the 300 students 
gave Israel’s peace architect 
a standing ovation. 

“May your dreams come 
true,” gushed senior Eyal 
Buchman, as the Labour 


Party leader beamed. 

Labour officials, includ- 
ing Mr. Peres, believe that 
Mr. Rabin's murder may 
sway younger voters, who 
in the past tended to sup- 
port right-wing parties, to 
change their loyalties. 
Youths were predominant 
at memorial vigils and 
Labour rallies after die kill- 


ing. 

But elsewhere in Israel, 
youths may be more scep- 
tical. And oppos i tio n lead- 
en say Mr. reres is exploit- 
ing the assassination for 
reelection in the May 29 
balloting. 

As one example, the 
point to a recent rally in Tel 
Aviv marking the assassina- 
tion ’ s six-month 
anni v er sary. Some 50,000 
Peres s up port er s, many of 
them young people, 
crowded the plaza where 
Mr. Rabin was gunned 
down by a nationalist teas 
opposed to peace polities. 

As tearful d emonstr at ors 
waved signs declaring 
“Peres, you are not alone,” 
a taped r e cording of Mr. 
Rabin’s last speech, an un- 
usually dramatic appeal for 
support for the peace pro- 


cess, rev er b era ted through 
the square. 

The Likud Party had un- 
successfully appealed to the 
s up re m e court to prevent 
the event, arguing that 
while nominally apolitical it 
con stitut ed unfair exploita- 
tion of the assassination for 
political gain. 

“I suggest the Labour 
Party preserve for all of us 
the memory and the legacy 
of Yitzhak Rabin,” said 
Likud's Yitzhak Mor- 
dcchai, who like Mr. Rabin 
is a former army general. 
“Using it in the wrong way 
w£Q barm both the Labour 
Party and, to my great sor- 
row, also the memory of 

v;. -k.v » 


Yitzhak Rabin/ 


Mr. Peres responded 
angrily Tuesday when 
asked by Israel army radio 
about Likud’s allegations. 

“What do you mean, ‘us- 
ing Rabin'?” Mr. Peres 
said. “The man was mur- 
dered because of organised 
incitement. He was lolled 
because of his views. We 
must not distort it, and we 
must not forget it.” 
Labour Party leaders and 
Mr. Rabin's widow, Leah, 


have accused Mr. Peres’ 
challenger, Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Likud, of 
helping create the (fivisive 
dimate dial permitted Mr. 
Rabin’s assassination. 

Mrs. Rabin has said Mr. 
Netanyahu did not do 
enough to stop chants of 
“Rabin is a traitor 1 ” and 
“Rabin is a murderer” dur- 
ing opposition rallies. Mr. 
Netanyahu has coun te red 
that be did what he could to 
discourage violence among 
his followers. 

Mr. Rabin's assassin, 
Yigal Amir, has said be 
killed the prime minister in 
order to stop the handover 
of land as part of Israeti- 
Pakstiman peacemaking. 

Pollster Nfina Tsemacfa 
said recently that while Mr. 
Peres enjoyed strong sup- 
port among youth for sever- 
al months, much of it was 
erased by militant attacks in 
February and March. She 
said Mr. Peres b now run- 
ning about even with Mr. 
Netanyahu among teena- 
gers and people in their 
early 20s. 

Columnist Gideon Samet 
suggested in the Haarctz 


daily Monday that Mr. 
Peres was expecting too 
much from the youth. He 
argued that like their con- 
temporaries elsewhere, 
young Israelis are less 
idealistic and more cynical 
than their parents and 
“don't really know what 
they want.” 

That has not stopped Mr. 
Peres from targeting young 
Israelis. In a new election 
video, Mr. Peres is seen 
surrounded by singing 
teenagers urging him to 
take care of himself and not 
abandon “the dream of 
peace.” 

Mr. Netanyahu initially 
opposed the accords Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Feres signed 
with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), 
but now says be accepts the 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Still, 
he says, a Likud govern- 
ment will not allow the 
Palestinians an inde p endent 
state or return the Golan 
Heights for peace with 
Syria. 

A Likud campaign video 
also promises peace — but 
more security as wefl. 


DUBAI (R) — Iran’s De- 
fence Minister Mohammad 
Forouzandeh said in re- 
nudes published on Tues- 
day that Iran was ready to 
co nfr o n t any U.S. aggres- 
sion against it in the Gulf, 
and denied Iran was de- 
veloping tunnels to store 
missies. 

“Iran will make the 
a pprop ri ate respome to any 
American aggression,” he 
said in response to a ques- 
tion by A1 Hayat newspaper 
about whether he exported 
any U.S. military operation 
against Iran. 

Mr. FOrouzandeh was 
speaking to the ne w spaper 
m Qatar on a visit to streng- 
then ties with Doha. 

Tehran opposes the U.S. 
military presence In the 
Gulf and says Washington 
falsely accuses it of expan - 
skmism in the region to 
scare its Gulf Arab allies 
into buying more U.S. 

. .weapons.. , . . 

■ On Thursday U.S. offi- 
cials confirmed a report in 
Jane's Defence weekly 
quoting army general Bin- 
ford Peay. chief of die U.S. 
Central Command, as 
saying the United States 
was concerned that Iran 
was apparently building 
tunnels on its coast that 
could be used to launch or 
store long-range missiles, 
ban denied the charge. 

“American aggression, 
against Iran is loud and 
dear — and the announce- 
ment of those Bes is part of 
the propaganda campaign,” 
Mr. Forouzandeh said. 
“This is American prop- 
aganda against bran. Iran 
has officially denied and re- 
butted this.” 


11m newspaper reported 

the wnnfater said Iran Had 

no intention of developing 
long-range missfles. 

“...Iran is seeking stabil- 
ity in the (Gulf) region... 
but the propaganda war is 
coming from the side of 
America, which aims to sell 
weapons to the Gulf and 
justify its presence there, ” 
Mir. Fbr oman deh said. 

The sparsely populated 
bnt oil-rich Gulf Arab- 
states rely mainly on West-' 
era allies for defence and' 
most exercise regularly with 
U.S. and other forces in- 
cluding those of Britain 
France. 
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'Palestine’s poet' addresses 
cheering W. Bank audience 


Qatar* 


BIR ZETT (R) — Palestinian 
poet Mahmoud Darwish 
addressed thousands of ms 
compatriots on Monday dur- 
ing his first visit to Palestine 
after 27 years in exile. 

Mr.Darwish, 54, is adored 
by Palestinians and Arabs 

generally for his nationalistic 

poetry in rich, classical Ara- 
bic, For many, he is an 
embodiment of Palestine and 


with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

He lived in Lebanon and 
France, and has recently 
moved to Jordan. 

Mr. Darwish was pre- 
vented by Israel from return- 
ing home for many years. 
Seven months ago, be was 
allowed into Gaza for two 
weeks. 

Many of Mr. Daiwish’s 
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is known regionally and inter- poems express the paurful life 
nationally as “Palestine’s of Palestinians m ie™e» and 
noeL** the memories of Palestinians 

that mv words are in hometowns they fled in the 


^*1 feel that my words are 
not strong enough to express 
my feelings,” Mr. Darwish 
told his audience. 

“I feel like the bird that 
found its skies and the fish 
that found its waters,” he 
said. 

Around 3,000 Palestinians 
stood and dapped whim he 
arrived at the West Bank’s 
Brr Zeit University. He re- 
cited three poems about 
Palestinians and Palestine 
under the night sky. 

Mr. Darwish was born in 
the Galilee area, which be-’ 
came part of Israel after the 
founding of the Jewish state 
in 1948. After Israel’s 
occ u p a tion of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1967, he 
was placed under house 
arrest until 1970. He finally 
left the country, giving up 
Israeli nationality to work 


in hometowns they fled in the 
1948 and 1967 Arab-Israeli 


wars. 

Last week, Mr- Darwish 
was given permission to visit 
Israel to attend the funeral of 
the famous Palestinian wri- 
ter. Emile Habibi, in Haifa. 
This was Mr. Darwish’s first 
visit to bis hometown since 
1970 and his first ever to the 
West Bank. 

“On this earth, we find 
there is something that de- 
serves life... it was called 
Palestine, it is now called 
Palestine," he told his audi- 
ence. 

Mr. Darwish, who resigned 
from his post as PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member to 
protest against the signing of 
the self-rule peace deal, has 
also used his poetry to criti- 
cise Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat's accords with Israel. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Remains of Turkish hero to be returned 


ANKARA (AFP) — The remains of the General Enver 
Pasha, a Turkish national hero killed fighting Soviet forces 
in Tajikistan in 1922, are to be returned to Turkey, 
President Suleyman Demire] announced Monday. “We 
have agreed with the government of Tajikistan for the 
transfer of the remains of Enver Pasha, who is an important 
historical figure for us,” Mr. Demirel told reporters after a 
piiwiing wife visiting Tajik President Imamali Rakhmanov. 
■Pasha was a leading member of the Committee for Union 
fflwl P ro gress, inspired by the Young Turks movement, and 
personally acted to involve the Ottoman empire in World 
War I on Germany's side. Minister of war during the 
conflict he fled to Central Asia after the Turks lost the war, 
lannching a campaign to create a “Greater Tuxkistan” 
there. Pasha, considered by nationalists as one of the 
greatest heroes in Turkish history, was killed in Baljouvan 
m Tajikistan in August 1922 while fighting Soviet forces 
winch had invaded the region. Tajik officials said last week 
that they had recently discovered the exact location of 
Pasha’s tomb. 


Peres says he has no plans for r etirm pnet 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
seeking reefection in national polls on May 29, said on 
Monday he may run for office again in the year 2000. Mr. 
Peres, 72. campaigning to uphold Middle East peace deals, 
said be had no plans for retirement. “I promise you that I 
won’t forget to die. Don’t worry," he joked in an interview 
with Israel’s Channel One television. 


nee 


Wife of Joan-Marie le Pen to visit Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The wife of the French right-wing 
leader Jean-Marie le Pen said Monday she would travel to 
Iraq next week to assess its humanitarian needs in the face 
of U.N. sanctions. Jany le Pen, who heads an organisation 
called SOS Iraqi Children, told the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) she would also meet with Iraqi officials during her' 
week-long stay from May 14. She told INA she could not 
bea r to see “the suffering of the Iraqi people, especially 
children, women and the elderly, because of the unfair 
embargo imposed on them nearly six years ago.” The 
French daily Le Monde reported Friday that Jany le Pen 
would give the Iraqi government two ambulances and 
medicines bought by her organisation. It also said her 
husband, the head of the National Front, may meet Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein as part of an operation on 
I***? 1 ’ Children. The front said nothing had 
been decided yet. ^ 


Member of Egyptian parliament dies in house 


CAIRO (R) — A member of the Egyptian Darliampnt 
Kbafed Eyada, collapsed and died of «S!?a8S*SS 
howe on Monday evening after making a speech on health 
durance. Health Minster Ismail SallaoTwho is afsTa 
doctor, tned but failed to resuscitate Eyada, m ocSaJ 

8ovemmcS 

Ahram saidit was the first time a member had died durinz 

Eyada represented the ruling 
National Democratic Party in a constituency in the Suez 
Canal province of Ismailia_ 
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Qatari minister ends visit; describes talks as positive 


AMMAN (Petra)-— Qatari 
Minister of Justice Najib 
Nueimi Tuesday concluded 
a three-day visit to Jordan 
describing his talks with 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
son, the Regent, and Jor- 
danian officials as positive 
and constructive and 
reflecting the excellent ties 
between Jordan and Qatar. 

Dr. Nueimi said that the 
talks here focused mainly 
on the preparation of a draft 
agreement on bilateral 
cooperation in judicial leg- 
islation, training of Qatari 
judges and promoting the 
judicial system in Qatar. 

The draft agreement will 
be signed during a visit to 
Qatar shortly by Minister of 
Justice Abdul Karim Dugh- 
mi and an accompanying 
delegation, said the Qatari 
official. 

Referring to his meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Dr. Nueimi 
said be discussed with the 
premier the Jerusalem 
question and areas for pro- 
moting ' cooperation 
between Jordan and Qatar 
in various fields, adding 
that his meetings with Mr. 
Dughmi were also very 



Qatari Minister of Justice Najib Nueimi Ttiesday meets with his Jordanian counter- 
part Abdul Karim Dughmi prior to his departure from Amman at the conclusion of 
his three-day visit (Petra photo) 


successful. than those of many Arab delegation, said that in their 

Dr. Nueimi. who 'visited countries. He said be hoped tallcc the two sides prepared 
the Jordanian Judicial Insti- ' . that the two countries will ■ a draft agreement on coop- 

ruteand was briefed on its launch bilateral Cooperation < eratiob. in 'judicial matters', 

services and programmes, injudicial affairs soon. but said further study was 

said die judicial system in . -Mn Dughmi. who saw off • required before it becomes- 

Jordan was more advanced the Qatari Minister and bis final. 


Experts highlight value of pasture lands 


AMMAN (Petra) — A rep- 
resentative of an 
international agricultural 
organisation Tuesday 
warned of the dangers 
resulting from continued 
deterioration of pasture 
lands and their improper 
care. 

Nasri Haddad, regional 
programme coordinator for 
West Asia of the 
International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in 
Dry Areas (1CARDA), told 
a workshop held at the 
Queen Zein A1 Staaraf 
Complex that although 
desert and badia regions in 
Jordan account for 93.8 per 
cent of the country’s total 
area they produce only 25 
per cent of the animal feed 


needed the country. 

Development of natural 
pasture lands is one of the 
most important issues and 
challenges facing Jordan 
and the other countries of 
the region because they 
provide the most important 
source of feed for animals, 
said Dr. Haddad adding that 
pasture lands are needed in 
Jordan also to control 
desertification. 

The three-day workshop, 
organised by ICARDA, the 
Goman Agency for Techni- 
cal Cooperation and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
was opened by Ministry 
Secretary General Ghaleb 
Abu Orabi who underlined 
the importance of pasture 
land for semi-desert coun- 


tries like Jordan as they 
represent a natural wealth. 

Noting that Jordan is one 
of the poorest oations in 
terms of water resources, 
Mr. Abu Orabi said more 
than 90 per cent of the lands 
in the Kingdom receive 
around 200 millimetres of 
rainfall annually. 

He said that rbe Ministry 
of Agriculture was together 
with other concerned 
authorities involved in pro- 
grammes for effective utili- 
sation of rain, surface and 
underground . water 
resources, conducting 
water harvesting, preserv- 
ing soil, planting trees and 
shrubs and oiganising graz- 
ing. 

In cooperation with world - 


organisations, the govern- 
ment is also involved in 
programmes to combat 
desertification by creating 
and expanding pasture 
lands, he said. 

Participants from 25 dif- 
ferent ministries govern- 
ment departments and 
regional organisations 
attending the workshop on 
the development of pasture 
lands are reviewing work in 
progress on pasture pro- 
jects, promoting public 
awareness about pasture 
lands, and submitting pro- 
posals for joint action and 
cooperation among the con- 
cerned parties in the devel- 
opment and care of pasture 
lands. 


Minister of Education stresses 


need to upgrade nursing in Jordan 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times' 

IRBID — Minister of edu- 
cation Munther Masri said 
Tuesday there was an 
urgent need to review and 
reconsider the nursing 
curriculum in Jordan. 

Dr. Masri, deputising for 
her Majesty Queen Noor, 
told 600 nurses, 
researchers and educators 
of 20 foreign countries at 
the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology 
(JUST) that efforts should 
be geared towards, reform- 
ing the nursing curriculum 
and to improve the levels 
of education. 

Rowaida Ma’aitah, dean 
of the Nursing Faculty at 
JUST, pointed to several 
factors standing as obsta- 
cles in the way for nursing 
education and students 
enrolling in nursing cours- 
es. 

“The image problem 
remains a big factor in our 
country in addition to the 
different levels of nursing 
practices,” Ms. Ma’^titah 
said during the Fourth 


International Middle-East 
Nursing Conference enti- 
tled “Nursing Excellence 
in the 90s: An 

International Perspec- 
tive.” 

According to . Dr. 
Ma’aitah. some 4.500 
nurses are registered at the 
Nursing Council in Jor- 
dan. She added that a 
recent study indicated that 
in Jordan only seven to 
eight for every 10,000 
people, which, she said, is 
a low number. 

The rapid population 
growth in Jordan is quick, 
she said, and the latest 
migrations to the country 
have created the shortage 
of nurses. 

Sheila Cameron of the 
University of Windsor in 
Canada said the changes 
in nursing throughout the 
world warranted close 
cooperation in various 
institutions concerned 
with the profession. 

“There are many differ- 
ence and similarities with- 
in the profession, travel 
becamb easier and we can 
communicate easier which 


gives us an opportunity to 
work in different countries 
which will move the pro- 
fession of nursing fur- 
ther," Dr. Cameron said. 

She told foe Jordan 
Times that foe University 
of Windsor and JUST 
were working together on 
a project funded by foe 
Canadian International 
Development Agency 
(CIDA) which focuses on 
foe evaluation of the bac- 
calaureate nursing pro- 
gramme and to develop a 
masters programme and 
staff development in Jor- 
dan for foe staff nurses. 

The event at JUST 
aimed at gathering nurses 
from all over foe world to 
discuss nursing problems 
in foe world and to 
exchange their views 
about the profession. 

The conference, which 
will review 119 working 
papers and 160 abstracts, 
presented by nurses, edu- 
cators and researchers, 
will also focus on primary ; 
health care, issues related 
to patients With acute and • 
chronic illness such as 


cancer and diabetes, and 
foe care of women and 

children. 

The goal of foe event is 
to provide a forum for 
nurses from different cul- 
tures to exchange views 
about their perspectives. 

The conference will 
explore how nursing prac- 
tice, education and 
research are changing and 
evolving throughout foe 
global community. 

The conference . is 
cosponsored by QDA, die 
University of Windsor and 
VUIanova University in 
foe U.S. 

Nurses attending the 
conference represent 
Lebanon, Canada, the 
United States, Germany, 
the United Kingdom, Iran, 
Iraq, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, Australia, Oman, 
Tanzania, ' Bulgaria,. 
Sudan, Turkey, Finland, 
Kenya, Palestine and Jor- 
dan. 









‘UNRWA budget deficit could 
mean service cutbacks’ 



A woman receives dental treatment at one of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) clinics (UNRWA photo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) is consid- 
ering reducing its health, edu- 
cational and social services to 
Palestinian refugees in its five 
fields of operations if its annu- 
al budget continues to face a 
deficit, a semor UNRWA offi- 
cial announced Tuesday. 

Speaking at a press briefing 
at the Philadelphia Hotel. 
UNRWA"s Chief Public Infor- 
mation Officer ar the agency's 
headquarters in Vienna Sandro 
Tucci said the deficit, which 
last year amounted to $8 mil- 
lion, will, if continued, affect 
these services ro the Palestin- 
ian refugees hosted in Jordan. 
Syria, Lebanon .the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

UNRWA currently provides 
services to 3.2 million Pales- 
tinian refugees through the 
help of 22.000 staff members 
in these areas. 

Mr Tucci made the 
announcement of a possible 
cur-back', on' the eve on the 
annual non-official meeting in 
Amman' Wednesday by the 
representatives of major donor 
oations and the countries 
where UNRWA is carrying its 
services to the refugees. 

He said that the agency has 
been striving to offer the 
refugees educational, health 
and social services on the 
same level as those offered by 
the countries hosting the 
refugees for their own citi- 
zens. but the recurrent deficit 
in its budget makes it difficult 
to carry on this task. 

Referring to the meeting 
Wednesday. Mr. Tucci said it 
coincides with very critical 
situation facing the region as a 
whole and at a time when 
UNRWA is feeling that it is 
too burdened to honour its 
obligations towards the 
refugees. 

Mr. Tucci said that last year 


the agency presented a work- 
ing paper to the donor coun- 
tries meeting outlining its pro- 
grammes in the five areas in 
the coining five years and dis- 
cussed these programmes with 
the representatives of the 
donor nations urging them to 
honour their commitments to 
the refugees. 

This year, he added. 
UNRWA plans to submit 
another working paper outlin- 
ing the kind of services 
required for the Palestinians 


refugees. * 

Noting that the agency's 
1995 budget amounted to $320 
million, Mr. Tucci said that its 
current financial situation and 
this year's budget remain 
unclear since the donor 
nations do not declare their 
contributions together but 
rather at different intervals 
during the year. 

Last February UNRWA 
announced that it was moving 
its headquarters from Vienna 
to Gaza and Amman on June 


15 this year and that ihe head- 
quarters. the financial, legal 
and public relations depart- 
ments will be based in Gaza, 
while the social services, edu- 
cation and health departments 
will operate out of Amman. 

The agency's mandate ends 
in 1999. and according to 
UNRWA Commissioner Gen- 
eral Peter Hansen, who visited 
Jordan in March, it is hoped 
drat within a few years the 
Palestine National Authority 
would be able to take over the 
organisation's activities. 


Jordanian economy to come 
under review in regional context 


Multilateral 
economic 
development 
meeting to 
convene 

^ AMMAN (Petra) — The 
working group on regional 
economic development 
created by the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process is scheduled 
to hold a meeting in 
Amman on May 28 with 
the participation of dele- 
gates from 45 countries and 
three International organi- 
sations, according to Min- 
istry of Planning Secretary 
General Nabil Amman. 

Dr Amman said the dele- 
gates will review reports by 
sectoral sub-committees on 
the development of the 
Aqaba-Eilat-Taba region, 
the East Mediterranean 
region, and the infrastruc- 
ture of projects to be initi- 
ated in foe Middle East. 

He said the meeting, 
which will be sponsored by 
the European Union (EU), 
is to be anended by high 
level officials and experts 
who will also discuss two 
reports about the Copen- 
hagen social development 
meeting and the coming 
Cairo economic conference 
due to be held in Novem- 
ber. 

Sectoral sub-committees, 
be added, will hold side 
meetings prior to foe con- 
ference to revise plans for 
the economic and tourism 
development of foe Aqaba- 
Eilat-Taba region. 


By GhaliaAlul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The impact of 
regional developments on 
the major sectors of the Jor- 
danian economy and the role 
of the public sector in eco- 
nomic Operations in light of 
the new regional circum- 
stances will be foe focus of a 
conference entitled “The Jor- 
danian Economy Within its 
Regional Framework: A 

Future Outlook." on May 26- 
29. 

The conference, which is 
organised by Al-Urdun Al- 
Jadid Research Centre in 
cooperation with foe 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation 
and Philadelphia University, 
will also tackle foe likeli- 
hood of the formation of a 
"New Middle-Eastern Mar- 
ket," according to foe cen- 
tre’s president Hani Hoorani. 

"The conference will fol- 
low up on foe Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit (MENA). It will 
also identify foe degree of 
adaptability of foe Jordanian 
economy to regional and 
international economic 
developments," Mr. Hourani 
told foe Jordan Times. 

He added that the confer- 
ence wifi discuss foe impact 
of foe regional economic 
developments - on different 
sectors in the region through 
working papers on water and 
agriculture, banks and trade, 
tourism, industry and trans- 
portation. 

"The conference will study 


each sector to encourage 
more competition," said Mr. 
Hourani. 

According to a statement 
by foe centre, "foe confer- 
ence is expected to highlight 
foe seriousness of foe chal- 
lenges which foe Jordanian 
economy is feeing under' die 
present circumstances, while 
also exploring foe possibili- 
ties and potential growth 
within its regional frame- 
work.” 

It “will provide an opportu- 
nity for scholars and 
researchers in Jordan and 
abroad and to economic pol- 
icy makers and representa- 
tives of foe private sector to 
engage in a dialogue relevant 
to the recent changes, not 
only as imposed changes but 
also as opportunities to 
review economic policies 
and .structures, which will 
enable Jordan to play foe role 
of a major partner in the for- 
mulation of the features of 
the region’s future,” the 
statement added. 

It said participants will also 
be able to present specific 
ideas and options for eco- 
nomic cooperation with Jor- 
dan and other countries in the 
Middle East 

Academicians from Jor- 
danian. Arab and other 
universities in foe world, 
researchers, economists, 
experts, representatives of 
government institutions and 
several international and 
regional organisations will 
participate in the four-day 
conference, said Mr. 


Hourani. 

He added that participants 
from other Arab countries, 
Europe and North America 
will be invited to join foe 
roundtable' on the future of 
foe region's economy. 

“We expect a vast partici- 
pation of foe European 
Union (EU) and Germany,” 
Mr. Hourani said. 

Among foe Jordanian par- 
ticipants, Mr. Hourani said, 
will be experts and officials 
including economist. Senator 
and former Minister of Infor- 
mation Jawad Anani, water 
expen Munther Haddadin, 
Royal Jordanian Vice Presi- 
dent of Marketing and Sales 
Majdi Sabri, Wasef Azar, for- 
mer Minister of Planning and 
former General Manager of 
the Industrial Development 
Bank Taber Kana'an, Tay- 
seer Abdul Jaber, Vice Presi- 
dent for Administrative 
Affairs at the University of 
Jordan Suleiman Arabiyat 
Yarmouk University Profes- 
sor Khalil Hammad, econo- 
mist and columnist Fahed 
Fanek and Director of Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation 
Ibrahim Badran. 

He said Arab professors 
from Cairo, Bethlehem and 
Birzeit universities will alto 
be present at the conference. 

The final session of foe 
conference Mr. Hourani said 
will be centred around sug- 
gestions and remarks made 
by participants. Those sug- 
gestions, he added will be 
studied at later workshops. 



Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor. Jordan River Designs presents: 
'NEW BEGINNINGS' Introducing our baby line along with our new Spring collection. AtJRD 
showroom , Jabel Amman , 1st Circle. 9-23 May . 1 996 , from 9.00 am -9.00 pm. Tel. 6 1308 1-2 
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4 World News 


Russia expels 9 British 


diplomats in spy row 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia accused nine 
British diplomats of running a spy ring 
Tuesday and ordered them to leave the 
country, die Federal Security Service 
said. 

The announcement, although not 
immediately confirmed by Russia's 
Foreign Ministry, put London and 
Moscow on a diplomatic collision 
course. 

In the worst East-West espionage 
tow since the cold war, Britain warned 
Russia that it planned a “significant" 
response. It said the Russian allega- 
tions were completely unjustified and 
British officials hinted at “nt-for-tat” 
expulsions. 

Russia's Federal Security Service 
(FSB) said a note had been handed to 
Sir Andrew Wood, the British ambas- 
sador in Moscow, declaring each of 
the nine diplomats "persona non 
grata” — a term meaning they are 
unacceptable in the country. 

The FSB. Russia’s counter-intelli- 
gence force, said the diplomats had all 
been (inked with a Russian official 
arrested in Moscow lost month as he 
allegedly made contact with agents of 
Britain's MI6 Secret Intelligence 
Service (SIS). 

. “The ambassador of .Great Britain 
was presented with a list of nine 
British intelligence officer who 
worked under the cover of diplomats 
and have been declared personae non 
gratae." FSB spokesman Alexander 


Zdanovich told ITAR-TASS news 


agency. 

“Expelled are those who, in one way 
or another, are linked to the case of the 
agent whom we have arrested and who 
had been passing on political, defence 
and strategic information.” 

He said the note provided details of 
what each of the diplomats were 
alleged to have done and gave docu- 
mentary evidence of their contacts 
with the Russian. 

In another development. TASS said 
the FSB bad arrested a scientist in the 
Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk for man- 
ufacturing and smuggling abroad 
nuclear material which could be used 
for military purposes. No link was 
made with the expulsions. 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Grigory Karasin did not immedi- 
ately confirm the expulsions. 

He urged London to avoid “exces- 
sive emotions and hasty decisions” 
which could damage Anglo-Russian 
relations, which had appeared smooth 
before the row broke Monday. 

In London, British ministers and 
officials accused Russia of over-react- 


ing. 


‘We have not heard anything formal 
yet from the Russian authorities and 
cannot comment at this stage as we 
don't know what they will actually do. 
They haven't made their position clear 
yet,” a Foreign Office spokesman said. 

Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 


said: “If action is taken by the 
Russians then that will inevitably cre- 
ate the need for a signi fi cant res- 
ponse.” 

The cold war-style row broke less 
than six weeks before Russia's presi- 
dential election in which President 
Boris Yeltsin faces a challenge from 
Communist Party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov. 

Some diplomats suggest the unusual 
fanfare accompanying tbe row may be 
linked to the election, with Ml Yeltsin 
anxious to be seen taking an anti- 
Western line to win votes from 
Communists and nationalists. 

The FSB is headed by Mikhail 
Barsukov, a Yeltsin ally. 

“The problem here, quite clearly 
from a political point of view, is that 
this is happening right in the middle of 
an election, and you have President 
Yeltsin standing for re-election against 
charges from the Communists that be 
has sold out or is too friendly with the 
West," former British Defence Sec- 
retary Tom King told BBC Radio. 

Tbe last British diplomats to be pub- 
licly forced out left Moscow in 1989 
when eight, plus three journalists, 
were expelled after London threw out 
11 alleged Soviet spies. 

The best known incidents of Anglo- 
Russian spy rivalry were in the 1950s 
and 1960s. when a Cambridge-educat- 
ed ring led by Kim Philby embar- 
rassed the West. 



A woman wipes off lipstick from the face of Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin lUesday alter giving him a kiss 
in a village of the Narofominsk District some 70 kilo- 
metres south-west of Moscow. The trip was part of Mr. 
Yeltsin's election campaign (Reuter photo) 


Yeltsin hopes to unite all 


democratic candidates 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President Boris Yeltsin said Tuesday 
he hoped tu unite all the democratic candidates in the June 
presidential elections behind his candidacy, admitting dial 
his victory was not a foregone conclusion. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who is running ncck-and-neck with 
Communist Party leader Gennady Zyuganov according to 
a recent opinion poll, said he was “not taking victory for 
granted” during a campaign visit to Narofominsk, about 
1 QQ kilometres southwest of Moscow. 

“The opinion polls show that my popularity is rising, and 
1 see that when I talk to people,” Russian news agencies 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as saying. 

He said he hoped to “unite all the democratic candidates" 
contesting the elections. 

"I am working actively to achieve such a union," Mr. 
Yeltsin said, adding that he was “satisfied” with his meet- 
ing Sunday with Yabloko party leader Grigory Yavlinsky, 
who is Mr. Yeltsin's chief rival in the reformist camp. 

“Perhaps a second meeting will be needed ... to define the 
conditions far our cooperation,” Interfax News Agency 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as saying. 

After the meeting Sunday Mr. Yavlinsky insisted he 
would take pan in the elections “in order to win,” and there 
was “no talk of renouncing (my) candidacy.” 

Mr. Yavlinsky, speaking on Russia's NTV commercial 
television, said the meeting with Mr. Yeltsin, his second in 
five years, was held at Mr. Yeltsin's request 

Mr. Yeltsin said Tuesday he had also invited another 
reformist candidate, Svyatoslav Fyodorov, to bold talks. 

Mr, Yavlinsky, Dr. Fyodorov and maverick Russian 
nationalist General Alexander Lebed have been discussing 
the possibility of forging a coalition, nicknamed the “third 
force," which may finally propose one joint candidate for 
president. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he could “step by step reach an agree- 
ment with the (other) democratic candidates.'' 

The first round is due on June 16, with a runoff set for 
July 7 if no candidate wins an absolute majority. Most 
opinion polls say Mr. Zyuganov will finish on top in the 
first round and would beat Mr. Yeltsin in a runoff. 

However a survey released Sunday by the Ramir Institute 
predicted a Yeltsin win in the runoff. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, said Tuesday he was working 18 to 20 
hours a day. “busy with my presidential duties and my own 
campaign.” 

His political future was thrown into doubt when he was 
hospitalised in July and October last year for a heart con- 
dition, but he has been campaigning vigorously for a sec- 
ond term this year and fulfilling a demanding work sched- 
ule. 


Judge dismisses some 


Whitewater charges 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (R) 
— A federal judge dis- 
missed some charges in the 
Whitewater trial against 
President Bill Clinton's for- 
mer business, partners Mon- 
day but the case against die 
two key defendants was left 
intact. 

Judge George Howard Jr. 
threw out the four most 


serious charges of conspira- 
cy against Susan McDou- 
gol a partner of Mr. Clinton 
in the failed Whitewater 
real estate venture. 

But the judge refused to 
dismiss charges against her 
ex-husband James McDou- 
gal; the owner of the Mar 
dison Guaranty Savings and 
Loan, which defaulted in 
1989 at a cost to taxpayers 
of around $60 million. 

Judge Howard said he 
was “persuaded that the 
remaining charges should 
be heard by the jury." 

Judge Howard's ruling 
means the defence must 
now present its case starting 
Tuesday and that video- 
taped testimony from Mr. 
Clinton will likely be 
played in Court later this 
week. 

Most of the government's 
case against Arkansas Gov. 
Jim Guy Tucker, who suc- 
ceeded Mr. Clinton in tbe 
post, was also kept in place. 

Mr. Tucker was declared 
innocent of four minor 
charges but still faces tbe 
more serious allegations of 
conspiracy to fraud. 

Defence attorneys for Mr. 
Tucker and the McDougals 
had urged that the entire 
case be dismissed, claiming 


that prosecutors failed dur- 
ing nine weeks of testimony 
to back up their charges of 
fraud and conspiracy. 

Both sides took some 
encouragement from the 
ruling, but neither could 
claim a total victory. 

“I am delighted to see a 
big part of the govern- 
ment's case is out Some of 
it remains and of course we 
will have to address that,” 
said George Collins, a 
lawyer for Mr. TUcker. 

Chief prosecutor Ray 
Jahn said he was “not dissa- 
pointed” by Judge Ho- 
ward’s decision. *The in- 
dictment basically remains 
the same,” he said. 

Neither the president nor 
first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton are accused of 
wrongdoing in the case but 
the president was subpoe- 
naed as a defence witness 
for James and Susan Mc- 
Dougal. 

The Clintons joined the 
McDougals in the White- 
water real estate venture in 
1978. Their investment lost 
money, but prosecutors are 
investigating whether funds 
were illegally funelled from 
McDougal’s savings and 
loan into Whitewater or 
even into Mr. Clinton's 
campaigns for state gover- 
nor. 

Susan McDougal's law- 
yer, Bobby McDaniel, was 
expected to request a mis- 
trial in her case now that the 
most serious charges have 
been dismissed, but she said 
she was glad that not all the 
charges against her had 
been dropped. 


We don’t want guns, 


Australians tell polls 


CANBERRA (R) — An 
overwhelming majority of 
Australians support ban- 
ning automatic and semi- 
automatic guns in the wake 
of the Port Arthur massacre, 
according to two separate 
newspaper polls published 
Tuesday. 

In findings which cast 
doubt over the gun lobby’s 
political clout. The Age 
newspaper poll found 90 
per cent of those surveyed 
supported the ban and 95 
per cent backed a national 
gun register. 

A similar poll in The 
Australian found 83 per 
cent support for a ban and 
92 per cent for a national 
register. 

“Few issues tested 
opinion polls have 
such strong support.' 
Australian said in an ac- 
companying article. 

Proposals for a ban and a 
national gun register are 
key points of a plan for 
tougher gun laws being 
pushed by die national gov- 
ernment at a meeting with 
state and territory police 
ministers here Friday. 


in 


won 

The 


“The poll indicates the 
environment is right for a 
ban,” The Age said. 

Australia’s gun groups, 
which have in the past run 
political campaigns against 
moves to tighten gun laws, 
say that tougher national 
gun laws would not prevent 
shooting massacres. 

Some gun groups are 
threatening to campaign 
again against politicians 
who support measures for 
national controls. 

The Australian survey 
found 60 per cent of those 
questioned believed tou- 
gher gun laws would pre- 
vent mass shootings such as 
last week’s Port Arthur 
massacre, in which 35 peo- 
ple died, while only 35 per 
cent drought tighter con- 
trols would not prevent 
future tragedies. 

The Age poll also found 
about two in three people 
believed gun owners should 
store their arms with police. 

Support fix’ such a move 
was 68 per cent among 
respondents living in foe 
city and 58 per cent among 
those in country areas. 



A traditionally-dressed Indian woman casts her vote alt a polling booth m Bo mbay 
Tbesday. More than 200 miffion people were eligible p vote In 183 constituencies 
spread over 12 states in the third phase of the election^ which are expected to pro- 
duce a hung parliament. Some 600,000 security personnel were deployed across the 
country to prevent disruption of the vote (Rader photo) 
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5 killed in Indian electoral violence 


BOMBAY (R) — At least five people were 
killed in scattered violence Tuesday as 
Indians voted in tbe last main phase of gen- 
erally peaceful elections expected to pro- 
duce a hung parliament. 

More than 200 milli on people were eligi- 
ble to vote in 183 constituencies spread 
over 12 states in foe third phase of elections 
that started on April 27. 

By 5 p.m. (1130 GMT), most of India's 
590 milli on eligible voters would have had 
foe chance to pick their candidates in the 
world’s biggest elections. Most opinion 
polls say no party or alliance will get an 
overall majority. 

A clear picture of party strengths in the 
545-seat parliament is expected by 
Saturday and attempts to form a coalition 
government, if foe polls prove right, will 
follow. 

The elections pit Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao’s Congress Parly against 
foe Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), the National Front-Left Front 
alliance and a variety .of regio nal pa rties. 

The Press Trust of India (FIT) said a 
policeman and his driver were killed and 
four police injured by a landmine planted 
by suspected Maoist guerrillas in foe east- 
ern state of Bihar. 

It quoted official reports as saying three 
people were shot dead in a clash between 
rival political groups in foe Bhojpur region 
of Bihar. , . 

PIT said police had to fire into the . air. to 
disperse rival groups of activists in-West 
Bengal ft also reported attacks on ballot 
boxes in Manipur in the northeast and said 
a candidate was beaten up by a crowd in the 
eastern state of Orissa. 

Some 70 people have been killed during 
foe elections, still fax less than the 300 who 


died in the last campaign in 1991. 

In the troubled northern state of Jammu 
and Kashmir, where police and hospitals 
say more tijan 20,000 people have been 
killed in a six-year separatist insurgency, 
voting was faking place for foe first time 
since the revtolt began. 

Voting was in Hindu-dominated areas, 
where sympathy for foe rebellion is slight 
Elections ini the heavily Muslim Kashmir 
Valley, where support for foe insurgency is 
pheduled for late May. 
iy more than 1J5 million secu- 
have been deployed to pro- 
of voting, which was stag- 
1 them to move around to pro- 
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In Bombajf, foe country’s commercial hub 
and foe scene of communal riots and a 
series of bomb attacks three years ago in 
which hundreds of people were killed, 
security in the city’s six constituencies was 
unprecedented, police said. 

They said I more than 2,000 people with 
criminal backgrounds had been rounded up 
and detained as a precaution. 

“The who^e of Bombay is on alert. Every 
single policeman is on duty, except those 
who are rick,” said senior policeman P.KJ3. 
Chakravartyj 

The mood was generally pessimistic 
about the pqll outcome in financial markets 
concerned about foe future of radical eco- 
'nftffitfrribi^MriRto^ 1991. 

. “If foe^Cotgress or foe BJP form a gov- 
'ernment, it’i fine with the market If they 
have to form a coalition government with 
the question arises what 
they have to make to continue 
said stockbroker Shirish 


other 
comproi 


with reft 
Dave. 



U.S. commander sees no 
lasting solution on Okinawa 


YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan (R) — foe 
outgoing commander of U.S. forces in 
Japan said Tuesday a lasting solution to foe 
issue of U.S. militaiy bases on Okinawa 
was impossible because the matter involved 
too many interests. 

Lieutenant General Richard Myers also 
forecast it could take longer than expected, 
possibly up to two years, for Japan and foe 
United States to weak out how militaiy ties 
could be expanded so Tokyo could {day a 
bigger role in Asian security. 

But Gen. Myers, who for two-and-a-half 
years has guided U.S. military ties with 
Japan through one of their most difficult 
periods, said he was leaving his job content 
that foe alliance was in better shape than 
even 

Gen. Myers, who returns to Washington 
next month as assistant to the chai rman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General John 
Shalikashvili, dealt with four Japanese 
prime ministers during his term. 

He also had to cope with the fallout from 
the rape of an Okinawan schoolgirl by three 
U.S. servicemen last September, an incident 
that set off demands to close all U.S. bases 
on tbe island in southern Japan by 2015. 

About 70 per cent of all UJS. military 
installations and about half of foe 47,000 
U.S. troops in Japan are based on Okinawa, 
which nukes up less than one per cent of 
Japan’s land area. 

Asked if foe Okinawa issue bad been 
solved by decisions last month to shut some 
U.S. militaiy bases and return to foe owners 
up to 20 per coat of land they occupied, 
Gen. Myers had no hesitation in replying 
“no”. 

“It wasn't solved when we got here, ft’s 
not going to be solved. You’ll never solve 
ft," General Myers said in an interview with 
several news organisations. 

“As long as we’re here (in Japan) we’ll 
have an impact on foe community in which 
we live and work and play ” be said. 

Gen. Myers said competing interests of 
U.S. strategic needs, the Japanese central 
government’s needs, and the demands of 
various factions on Okinawa made foe issue 
too complex for a lasting solution. 

“All you can do is mitigate as much as 
possible and make it as painless as possi- 
ble," he said. 

Gen. Myers, an air force pilot who still 
flies F-15s, said the final shape of a new 
U.S.-Japan security alliance was in the 


Japanese government and pco- 


handsof i 
pie. 

During President Bill Clinton’s visit to 
Tokyo last month, foe two countries agreed 
to review guidelines under which Japanese 
forces cool a support the U-S. military in foe 
event of threats to peace in Asia. 

Under Japan’s pacifist constitution, its 
forces can act only to defend Japan against 
direct attack. 

Tbe guidelines under review could lead to 
Japanese forces supporting foe United 
States in so-called “collective defence” 
actions when Japan might act even if it was 
not under direct attack. 

General hjlyers said the review had been 
expected tojtake six months to one year but 
he now belijeved, because of foe sensitivity 
of the issued, it could take one to two years. 

Subjects under review have not been 
revealed in fietail, but Gen. Myers said one 
way Japan might help would be in using its 
minesweepers in case of a conflict involv- 
ing North Korea. 

The human cost of war breaking out with 
North Korea would be “astronomical”, 
Gen. Myenj said Tuesday, urging foe coun- 
try to abandon its current path. 

Gen. Myers said it was difficult to predict 
where Norij] Korea was 

“A soft-landing or an explosion or an 
implosion, I just don’t know,” said foe gen- 
eral, whose! term expires next month. *W e 
just probably don’t know.” 

“All I knjow is that we have got to be 
ready and We are obviously in foe support- 
's role,” he said, referring to U.S. forces in 

My^rs noted that tbe commander of 
r ; , m South Korea, Gen. Gary 
Luck, had aaready warned that “the cost just 
alone would be astronomi- 
cal if war actually brake out on foe Korean 
pensmsulaJ 

“ Even *f i favourable outcome would be 
successful, {that campaign would still be so 
oevastatmgjfaat there has got to be another 
way around,” he said. 

. “North ' Kjoiea has a lot more to gain bv 
joining theftest of foe peace-loving nations 
^rog joh rafter than continuing the cur- 

“fo the case of a conflict on foe Korean 
PcmnsuIa,jr W and the US. bases t 

of ri^pomng that kind of contin- 
gency, thej lieutenant-general said. 


Duchess denies 
wanting to lift the 
lid on royals 


LONDON (AFP) — ■ The 
Duchess of York denied 
Tuesday a press report that 
she intended to publish a 
book lifting the lid on 
Britain's royal family, the' , 
right-wing tabloid Daite? 
Express said Monday foe\_ 
duchess planned to write a 
manual for single working 
mothers, which she had 
promised publishers would 
be stuffed with "lots of 
gossip"’ about the royal 
family. A statement issued . 
by the duchess’s new Ame- 
rican public relations advi- 
ser Howard Rubinstein 
confirmed that she had met 

publishers in New York last 

week. But it added: “While 
I am working on several lit- 
erary projects, my plans are 
only in foe very earliest 
stages. I have absolutely no 
intention, under any cir- 
cumstances, of breaking 
any agreements I have 
maria with Her Majesty foe 
Queen for whom I have the 
utmost respect and whose 
friendship I value highly.” 
the British press has report- 
ed that the duchess had 
pledged to the queen not to 
sell any account of her 
experiences with the royal 
family. 


Girl with bullet in 
head to have 
operation in U.K. 


LONDON (R) — An 
African orphan girt with a 
bullet lodged behind her 
eye will be flown to Britain 
for a life-saving operation, 
doctors said Tuesday. Five- 
year-old Tenneh was 
wounded when she was 
ramght in the crossfire of 
Sierra Leone's civil war in 
January last year and suf- 
fers from a speech impedi- 
ment, deafness and im- 
paired vision. The child, 
saved by her adoptive par- 
ents, has lived for 16 
months with the bullet 
lying behind her right eye, 
perilously close to her 
brain. Doctors In Siena 
Leone discovered the bul- 
let when they X-rayed her 
head but did, not have the 
equipment to operate. Bri- 
tish charity worker. Made 
Cook has arranged for her 
to be flown to Britain for 
treatment this week. Lea- 
ding the medical team is 
consultant facial surgeon 
Geoffrey Cheney, who told 
reporters: "Her injury is 
incompatible with life. You 
really would not have ex- 
pected her to survive. If the 
bullet didn't kill her right 
out, you would have ex- 
pected infection to have 
done so.” 


China punishes 20 
police for drinking 


BEUING (R) — Authori- 
ties in eastern China’s 
Sban-dong province have 
fired a traffic policeman 
and disciplined more than 
20 other officers for drink- 
ing alcohol while at work, 
the China News Service 
said Monday. Since the 
dri nkin g on the job ban was 
introduced on April 3,. the 
deputy chief of a Traffic 
Police Regiment had been 
fired and over 20 police 
officers had been repri- 
manded, the agency said 
but gave no details. Police 
officers drinking on the job 
could become involved in 
accidents or mi«nu» their 
guns or batons, said Meng 
Qmgfeng, chief of the 
Shandong Provincial Pub- 
lic Security Bureau. 


Milk cuts stroke 
risk in older men 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A couple of glasses of milk 
a day reduce die risk of 
strokes in older men by 
naff, scientists said in a 
report released Monday, 
admitting they were baffled 
as to why. The report in foe 
American Heart Associa- 
tion journal Stroke found 
that drinking about half a 
litre of milk (16 fluid oun- 
«s) a day reduces foe risk 
^strokes by half in men 
between the ages of 55 and 
do. Tests were conducted 
over 22 years among 3,150 
Americans of Japanese 
dascem living in Hawaii. 
Tte authors of foe report 
fiom foe Honolulu Heart 
failed to estab- 
lish a link between milk 
and frequency of stroke. 
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Rain calms Liberian gunbattles 


MONROVIA (R) — Heavy overnight 
rain brought a lull in fighting in the 
Liberian capital early Tuesday as fac- 
tion representatives and West African 
mediators gathered for talks in Ghana. 

U-S. Marines opened fire to protect 
their embassy when fighting spread up 
west to the city’s Mamba Point district 
during a morning offensive Monday. 

ECOMOG peacekeepers tried to 
keep the fighters out of the city centre, 
while mediators rallied support for 
Wednesday’s West African summit, to 
be preceded by a foreign ministers' 
meeting Tuesday. 

“Some fire was directed at one of the 
Marine emplacements and they did 
fire back,” said U.S. Ambassador 
William Milam. 

He said he was not aware of any 
casualties from the shooting, the sec- 
ond time Marines had opened fire to 
protect the embassy since battles in 
the city began a month ago. 

A U.S. State Department spokesman 
said in Washington that the Marines 
“Have no intention of intervening in 
the fighting” but “faction members 
would be very foolish indeed if they 
felt that there was any question on our 
eagerness or oar willingness to defend 
ourselves”. 

Last Tuesday, Marines killed three 
Liberians and wounded one. 


Main faction leader 'Charles Taylor, 
who has said he will not go to the 
peace talks in Accra, announced a uni- 
la tend ceasefire to begin at midday 
Monday but sporadic gunfire contin- 
ued into the evening. The shooting 
outside the embassy took place ai 
around 11 a.m. 

Diplomats say West African foreign 
ministers are unlikely to find any 
quick alternative to last year's shaky 
peace accord. 

But a West African envoy in the 
Ghanaian capital Accra, where the 
ministers were expected to meet 
Tuesday and their leaders Wednesday, 
noted that die accord signed in August 
1995 called for disarmament and elec- 
tions over one year. 

“That programme is six months 
behind, so the foreign ministers and 
the beads of state should be looking at 
extending the timetable, apart from 
anything else,” he said. 

Senior delegates said the absence of 
Liberia’s main faction chiefs, Mr. 
Taylor and Alhaji Kromah, would not 
sabotage the peace efforts. 

The two men dominate an interim 
ruling council whose attempts to arrest 
Krahn warlord Roosevelt Johnson on 
murder charges sparked the outbreak 
of violence on April 6. 

“Whether the faction leaders are 


there or not the leaders of the sub- 
region in the committee of nine at 
summit level need to meet anyway," 
Nigerian Foreign Minister Tom Ikimi 
said on radio. 

Several ceasefires have come and 
gone. On Saturday mediators said Mr. 
Taylor had agreed to a truce, but he 
promptly denied it 

Commanders of Mr. Taylor’s Na- 
tional Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) and its Ulimo-K allies said 
they were aware of the ceasefire but 
would defend themselves if they were 
fired upon. 

Thousands of people crowded into 
the port seeking boats to leave Liberia. 
About 2,000 people left on a rusting, 
overloaded Nigerian freighter Sunday, 
heading for Accra and Lagos. 

Nigerian military leader General 
Sani Abacha is expected to attend the 
Accra summit. Nigeria leads the eco- 
mog peacekeeping force and helped 
negotiate the peace accord signed last 
August which negotiators still view as 
the basis for a settlement. 

Apart from a ceasefire in current 
fighting in Monrovia, the Accra talks 
will discuss a' new timetable for disar- 
mament and elections and how to rein- 
force the 10,000-strong ECOMOG 
force. 


Street fighters with Charles Taylor NPFL defeuds their position in downtown Monrovia against the opposition 
forces of ULLMO-J. Fighting continued in the capital city Monrovia Monday despite a ceasefire due to mfep effect 
at noon (Reuter photo) 
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Cuban exile in Miami says 


Havana hired him to kill 


MIAMI (R) — A Cuban immigrant claimed 
he was once a spy and hitman for the gov- 
ernment of Fidel Castro, and authorities 
found his stoiy credible enough to place 
him in protective custody, Miami police 
said Monday. 

Roberto Martin Cabrera claimed that after 
he arrived in Miami, his contacts in the 
Cuban government ordered him to attack 
three prominent exile leaders and blow up 
their headquarters. 

Police provided extra security for the 
three men who were Mr. Cabrera’s alleged 
targets, Jorge Mas Canosa, Pepe Hernandez 
and Ninoska Perez, all from the Cuban 
American National Foundation. 

“This man came to us with information 
that we considered credible enough to 
investigate,” Miami Police Chief Donald 
Warshaw told reporters. 

Mr. Cabrera, 26, said he was approached 
by Cuba’s State Security Forces and asked 
to serve as a collaborator after his arrest in 
1993 for attempting to leave Cuba by raft. 
He said government agents told him he 
would be released from prison only if he 
cooperated. 

He left the island on Ang. 31, 1994, 
becoming one of 30,000 Cubans picked up 
at sea' "and 'taken to refugee! camps a l 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba. He , 


said be was released in December. 1994, to 
the United States, where he established 
contact with Cuban officials who ordered 
him to attack the three exile leaders. 

‘T was told that the Cuban American 
National Foundation was a threat to the 
Cuban revolution and that it most be 
destroyed, and three people from the foun- 
dation had to disappear,” Mr. Cabrera said 
in a statement 

But Mr. Cabrera had decided not to coop- 
erate with the Cuban officials in the alleged 
plot to “destroy” the foundation, a Miami- 
based Cuban exile organisation known for 
its lobbying strength" and adamant opposi- 
tion to Cuba’s Communist regime. 

He went to the foundation at the end of 
April, which put him in contact with the 
FBI. 

During a news conference Monday, foun- 
dation officials displayed messages Mr. 
Cabrera said he had received from the 
Cuban government, as well as devices such 
as a pen holder with a secret compartment 
and pieces of paper that could be dissolved 
in the mouth. 

“Of course, when your life is threatened 
you take it seriously.” Ml Mas Canosa said. 

A spokesman for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) said the agency could 
not comment on the case. 


Beijing meeting of Japan’s political 
foes fuels rumour of shakeup 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s two feuding 
conservative power brokers were reunited 
in die Chinese capital during golden week 
holiday visits, fuelling speculation of an 
imminent political shakeup here. 

Many Japanese politicians take overseas 
‘trips during the holiday-studded week from 
late April to early May, when parliament 
and business slow down. 

This year, former Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita of the Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), the biggest among three ruling par- 
ties, and Ichiro Ozawa, the head of the 
opposition New Frontier Party (NFP), 
stayed in the same government guest house 
in Beijing over the weekend. 

The two, who had refused to talk to each 
other since' Mr. Ozawa and his colleagues 
splintered off from an LDP faction headed 
by Mr. Takeshita in 1992, chatted for an 
hour over bodies of Japanese rice liquor 
Saturday, according to reports from Beijing. 

Mr. Takeshita was in the Chinese capital 
to attend the opening ceremony of a centre 
for environmental studies — built with 
Japanese aid — that he had approved as 
prime minister between 1987 and 1989, 
while Mr. Ozawa visited the city at the invi- 
tation of the Chinese Communist Party. 

The mass circulation Yomiuri Shim bun 
said the meeting took place “in an amicable 
atmosphere” as the two recalled their days 
together as LDP members before Mr. 
Ozawa’s defection. 

The Yomiuri and the Sankei Shimbun said 
the meeting was “a show of reconciliation” 


In an apparent follow-up, Mr. Ozawa 
Sunday fold Japanese reporters accompany- 
ing him to Beijing that a political shakeup 
through a conservative-conservative al- 
liance was possible before the next general 
elections, Japanese papers said- 

“If a pan of the LDP and" a pair of the NFP 
merge, it would be a major shakeup. It may 
or may not happen before the elections,” he 
reportedly said. 

Mr. Ozawa also said his party was willing 
to cooperate with the LDP in parliament if 
the ruling party discards its two liberal 
coalition partners — the Social Democratic 
Party headed by framer Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama and the New Party 
Sakigake led by former Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura. 

The Japanese political world has been 
undergoing realignment since mid-1993, 
when the LDP was ousted from power after 
38 years of monopoly rule. 

Mr. Ozawa, who had been touted as a 
back-room power broker since his days 
with the LDP, was behind the two succes- 
sive non-LDP \ governments of former 
Prime Ministers Morihiro Hosokawa and 
TSutomu Hata. 

But the LDP regained power less than a 
year later in June 1994 by luring the 
Socialists and the Sakigake, who had 
become critical of the way Mr. Ozawa con- 
trolled the non-LDP alliance. 

The current balance of power, including 
Mr. Hashimoto’s right-left coalition, is con- 
sidered transitional and another shakeup 
would be needed to give birth to two or 
three major parties with clear policy dis- 
tinctions. 


ahead of a possible tie-up between conserv- 
ative members of the LDP, headed by Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto, and the NFP. 

Indonesian businessman escapes from jail 


JAKARTA (R) — Businessman Eddy 
Tansil, serving a 20-year sentence in 
Indonesia’s biggest bank scandal, walked 
out of a high-security Jakarta prison after 
bribing warders, news reports and a lawyer 
said Tuesday. 

Justice Minister Utoyo Usman immedi- 
ately sacked the prison chief of Cipinang 
Penitentiary in eastern Jakarta, from where 
Mr. Tansil escaped Monday, the official 
Antara News Agency said. 

It quoted Mr. .Usman as saying prelimi- 
nary investigations indicated Mr. Tansil 
escaped with the collaboration of prison 
officials. The minister said Mr. Thnsil 
apparently- left Cipinang .for -a medical , 
check-up Monday unaccompanied by 
guards and did not return. 

A nationwide search has been ordered for 
the fugitive and airports have been alerted. 


Antara said. 

Luhut Pangaribuan, director of the 
Jakarta-based Legal Aid Institute, told 
Reuters Mr. Tansil escaped from the cip- 
inang prison Monday night 
“I have learned about the escape and I can 
tell you that it is positive Mr. Tansil escaped 
last night. But I can’t give you other 
details,” he said. 

Mr. Tamil's lawyer, Mr. Suwadji, told 
Reuters he bad not been informed of the 
escape and declined to comment. ■ 

Mr. Tansil, an ethnic Chinese business- 
man who headed the Golden Key Group, 
was sentenced in September 1994 to a 17- 
'.year prison term for defrauding - state- 
owned Bank Pembangiman Indonesia 
(BAPINDO) of $430 million. A higher 
court later increased tire sentence to 20 
years. 


S. Korea’s Kim to work 
for Korean reunification 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean President Kim Young- Sam 
chose Tuesday a policy expert on North Korea to lead his 
ruling party and pledged to work for Korean reunification. 

Lee Hong-Koo, who has twice headed the -Unification 
Ministry, and was premier until last December, was select- 
ed at a New Korea Party national convention. 

“We must as a party prepare for unification. No mftffwr 
what changes may arise on the Korean pe ninsula, we must 
be ready and capable of linkin g these to unification,” Mr. 
Kim told more than 1,000 cheering delegates. 

“Unification is a necessity for achieving our goal of 
becoming a leading country in the 21st century. Our poli- 
tics should help achieve this historic task,” said Mr. Kim, 
who is president of the ruling party. 

Mr. Kim and U.S. President Bill Clinton last month 
unveiled a proposal for four-nation talks involving the two 
Koreas, China and the United States to achieve a lasting 
peace on the Korean peninsula. 

North and South Korea have been in an uneasy truce 
since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Mr. Lee headed the Unification Ministry in 1988 under 
tben-President Rob Tae-Woo. Mr. Kim again gave him the 
unification post in 1994 for eight months before elevating 
him to the premiership. 

Mr. Lee’s appointment marks the start of a sweeping 
party reshuffle following general elections on April 11 in 
which the ruling camp lost its overall majority in the 
National Assembly. Minor cabinet changes could follow, 
according to political commentators. - 

“We have lots of promises to fulfil,- and my task ; is to 
make sure they are kept,” Ml Lee told reporters. “I was 
asked to run and lead this party so that politics can progress 
to a higher level.” 

Mr. Lee ruled out a bid for the presidency in next year’s 
elections. “1 have no interest.” he said. 

Mr. Lee is a former scholar and a proven administrator. 
Since he apparently has no presidential ambitions, he was 
not likely to undermine Mr. Kim's authority during his 
remaining period in office, political commentators said. 

Mr. Kim is barred by the constitution from seeking re- 
election after he ends his five-year presidency in February 
1998. 

The ruling party won 139 seats in the elections. 11 short 
of a simple majority in the 299-seat National Assembly. But 
it has added six more seats by reaching out to indepen- 
dents. 

“So far we have 145 seats. But we are sure more inde- 
pendents and others will join our party to work with us,” a 
New Korea Party spokesman said. 

South Korea's opposition parties have declared war on 
Mr. Kim, demanding his parly stop trying to build a major- 
ity or face a parliamentary boycott. 

Veteran politicians Kim Dae-Jung and Kim Jong-Pil, 
who lead the two main opposition groups, met for the first 
time in seven years Saturday to suspend hostilities and join 
forces against the president 

Mr. Lee said parties should try to solve issues through 
dialogue and cooperation. 

Clinton takes anti-smoking 
campaign to New Jersey 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton travels to 
New Jersey to make war on teenage smoking, but that may 
be a smokescreen for another campaign — to woo voters 
in a state that he won by only 80,000 votes in 1992. 

The ninth-most populous state in the union with a healthy 
15 electoral college votes. New Jersey is a must win for the 
Democrat in the November presidential election. 

It is also a place where Senate majority leader Bob Dole, 
the presumptive Republican nominee, has a powerful ally 
in popular Republican Governor Christine Todd Whitman. 

The trip is Mr. Clinton’s third to the state since the start 
of the year, and he is scheduled to return next month to 
give a commencement address at Princeton University on 
June 4, the date of the New Jersey primary. 

Although polls show Mr. Clinton about 20 points ahead 
of Sen. Dole nationally. White House officials say they are 
taking nothing for granted, particularly in crucial states 
like New Jersey. 

“It's a swing state, it will be a close election,” said one 
official. “We will play it hard all the way to the end.” 

Mr. Clinton is building Tuesday’s trip, which is paid for 
by the Clinron-Gore ‘96 re-election campaign, around 
“Kick Butts Day,” a national effort to educate and organise 
children against using tobacco. 

He is scheduled to speak in the afternoon at a high school 
in Woodbridge, New Jersey, one of 13 cities around the 
nation participating in the anti-tobacco effort. 

“Students have come together to really put a spotlight on 
those commercial establishments that make it easy for kids 
who are underage who shouldn’t be buying tobacco prod- 
ucts to, in fact buy them.” White House spokesman Mike . 
McCurry said of the' “Kick Burts Day” campaign. 

He said the students will highlight advertisements. and 
selling techniques that entice teenagers to buy cigarettes, 
Mr. Clinton has spoken out against teen smoking in 
recent months and he hosted a high-profile meeting at the 
White House in March with 40 state attorneys general. 



Pro-independence dissident Peter Hnnng bugs an old friend at the headquarters of 
the opposition Democratic Progressive Party in Taipei Tuesday. Mr. Hoang, ‘59, 
returned home after 26 years in exile after attempting murder to topple Taiwan’s 
‘Chiang dynasty’ (Renter photo) 

Taiwanese dissident not sorry 


over attempt 

TAIPEI (R) — A lifelong independence 
advocate, home after 26 years in exile, said 
Tuesday he did not regret attempting mur- 
der to topple Taiwan's “Chiang dynasty” 
and was delighted by the recent arrival of 
democracy in his homeland. 

Peter Huang, 59, said to be Taiwan’s last 
exiled political activist, returned home 
Monday to make his first public appearance 
since failing in an attempt to shoot the then- 
Vice Premier Chiang Ching-Kuo in New 
York in 1970. 

In an interview with Reuters, Mr. Huang 
said he bad no regrets because his attempt 
to assassinate the son and political heir of 
tben-President Chiang Kai-Shek seemed 
his only choice. 

“At that time, it seemed quite clear that by 
preparing Chiang Ching-Kuo as his succes- 
sor, Chiang Kai-Shek seemed to be in a 
process of setting up a Chiang dynasty,” the 
quietly spoken Mr. Huang said. 

He said the U.S. government's invitation 
to the younger Chiang indicated 
Washington, too, endorsed the arrange- 
ment. 

Washington maintained full diplomatic 
relations with Nationalist-ruled Taiwan 
until 1979 when it formally recognised the 
Communist Chinese government in 
Beijing, which defeated Chiang’s 
Nationalist troops in the 1949 civil war. 

Mr. Huang, a poet in high school, was a 
doctoral candidate in sociology at Cornell 
University when be decided in 1970 to 
make an attempt on Chiang Ching-Kuo’s 
life. At Cornell he befriended Lee Teng- 
Hui, today Taiwan’s president, who was 
elected in the island’s first democratic pres- 
idential elections on March 23. 

“It seemed to me at the time... something 
had to be done to make it less easy for 
Chiang Kai-Shet..(and) possibly to open 
up political space for Taiwan,” Mr. Huang 
said. 

Mr. Huang said what he did was right at 

Russia holds scientist 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s Federal 
Security Service (FSB) has arrested a scien- 
tist for manufacturing and smuggling 
abroad nuclear material which could be 
used for military purposes, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said Tuesday. 

TASS, quoting an FSB spokesman in the 
Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk, said the sci- 
entist, using his own technology, had pro- 
duced ai least one kilogramme of the mate- 
rial. TASS said the material had a dual use 
-but.did.hotname.it. \ . f . 

TASS did not name' the scientist or say* 
when he bad-been detained. Nor did it iden- 
tify the country to which the radioactive 
substance had been smuggled. 

It said investigators were trying to find 
out who had helped the scientist produce 


to kill Chiang 

that political moment 
“I think it is important to take time and 
space into account in this case. If the polit- 
ical context is as it is today, I don't think I 
would ever do the same thing. 

“In this case, yes, I regret that I was left 
with no alternative because of the political 
context at the time.” 

Mr. Huang fired one shot at Chiang out- 
side a New York hotel where Chiang was 
about to give a speech. He and co-conspir- 
ator Cheng Tze-Tsai were immediately 
arrested by the U.S. police. No one was 
hurt. 

Just as Mr. Huang feared, Chiang suc- 
ceeded Chiang Kai-Shek three years after 
his father’s death in 1975 and served as 
president until his own death in 1988. 

Mr. Huang and Mr. Cheng fled prosecu- 
tion after being released on bail to begin 
what became decades of life “under- 
ground”. Charges against him in Taiwan 
have expired and he does not face prosecu- 
tion. 

“On the one hand, the U.S. is a great 
democracy. But on the other hand, it 
seemed to be tolerating quite a few dicta- 
tors in East Asia — in Korea, Taiwan, the 
Philippines and Vietnam,'' Mr. Huang said. 

“I wanted to send a signal to Washington 
that Taiwanese are not likely to tolerate that 
kind of situation for long." 

Mr. Huang was evasive about details of 
his exiled life, spent in the United States 
and several other foreign countries. 

“Life was okay. I lived like an ordinary 
person... The only bitter thing was that I 
could not go home... This kind of bitrer 
feeling of not being able to go home 
became unbearable year after year," he 
said. 

Though impressed by Taiwan's recent 
democratic reforms, Mr. Huang said he 
would stay involved in social movements 
and seek Taiwan's full independence. 

for nuclear smuggling 

the material and take it abroad. 

The scientist used his own laboratory at a 
Krasnoyarsk institute to produce it, TASS 
said. 

A duty officer of the Krasnoyarsk branch 
of FSB and several of FSB officials, con- 
tacted by telephone, said they knew nothing 
about the case. 

There was no immediate comment from 
the FSB’s central office in Moscow. 
.Western countries, Germany especially, 
have expressed concern over illegal nuclear 
exports from post-Soviet- Russia and securi- ; 
ty conditions in warehouses where such 
material is kept. 

Russia says its arms-related radioactive 
materia] is held in safe conditions. 
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Denials to mask facts 


THE MASSACRE of over .. 100 Lebanese 
civilians at Cana more than two weeks ago 
continues to haunt Israel and blemish the 
peace process especially in the wake of fresh 
information by the U.N. that Israeli shelling 
of the base was deliberate and not accidental. 
Israel's earlier claims that there was no 
drone overflying the area to pinpoint targets 
for Israeli guns pounding the area have not 
only been unequivocally refuted. The release 
of an amateur video showing an Israeli 
remotely controlled aircraft circling the U.N. 
compound at the time of the shelling proves 
the lack of credibility by Israel in explaining 
the events that surrounded the killing of so 
many innocent people. What belies Israeli 
allegations that bombing of the base was 
accidental even more -is the U.N. evidence 
since released which has shown that more 
than 15 or two shells had fallen on the 
compound and not a mere shell or two that 
went astray. 

Most cynical and insulting in all of this is 
Israel's muted expression of regret over the 
incident. There was hardly any remorse by' 
either the government or the people of Israel 
as if the blame, the total blame, foils- on 
either the Lebanese government or EBzboUah 
or both. Rut what has also compounded the 
tragedy is the silence of Israel on any offer to 
compensate the families of the victims. Not 
that material compensation will ever erase 
the pain and anguish of the families of 
victims over the loss of their loved ones. Still, 
an offer to compensate would show that 
Israel is prepared to accept at least a share of 
the responsibility for the loss of so ntaqr 
lives. 

Leaving the Cana debacle unredressed 
would mean that the aftershocks and its 
impact on the Arab national psyche will be 
more permanent and severe. If the Arab 
nation draws the conclusion that Israel con- 
tinues to hold Arab life with contempt, then 
there has to be something terribly wrong 
with the ongoing peace process. Instead of 
hiding behind unfounded denials, Israel 
should show courage and accept responsibil- 
ity for committing a grave violation of 
international law. Neither us Arabs nor the 
rest of the world can any longer tolerate or 
turn a blind eye to acts of genocide. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FRANCE’S RECENT increased revolvement in the 
Middle East arena reflects a policy initialed by the hue 
President Charles de Gaulle and pursued under the 
Gaullist president of the French Republic, said 
Mohammad Barhouma. a writer for Al Ra*l daily 
Tuesday. Ever since the de Gaulle era, France has been 
following a course of independence from the policies of 
the uNited States and since the Gaullists returned to 
power last year. President Chirac has spearheaded 
efforts to nuke this policy feJt not only in the Middle 
East hut also in the world at large, he said. The writer 
said that Mr. Chirac's visits to Cairo and Lebanon, and 
his coming visit to Jordan, reflect France's increased 
interest in renewing its former role in the region and 
sharing with the U.S. the influence on its various coun- 
tries. The recent French moves, he said, clearly mam- 
tr.si Europe’s attempts to attain a balance with the role 
played by Washington in the Middle East arena and 
Paris's desire to revive its historic rede in Lebanon. The 
writer said that France's moves would not achieve any 
fruitful results for the Arab World unless the Arab coun- 
tries themselves take reciprocal moves and cooperate 
with the Europeans in their struggle to regain their 
rights and establish lasting peace. 


A WRITER for A! Dustour said Tuesday that three 
months have elapsed since the formation of the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
which declared an ambitious programme for fighting 
corruption and allowing wider freedoms, but to dare foe 
government has failed to set a mechanism for foe imple- 
mentation of this programme which it presented to 
Parliament and which helped it win a vote of confi- 
dence, said Samih Maaitah. The writer said that 
Information Minister Marwan Muasber has promised 
that the government’s programmes, especially the fight 


against corruption, will be implemented in weeks rather 
than months following the formation of the govern- 
ment, but nothing has materialised. The writer called on 
the government to conduction appraisal of its perfor- 
mance over the past 100 days of its life and.coosult with 
various public sectors in order to determine its position 
and to sound out public views ’regarding its successes or 
failures. He said that this would be a step in the right 
direction because it would help it perform better and 
work towards serving public ami national interests. 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Washington Watch " - 

Some things change, some stay the same 


A STREAM of Middle 
Eastern leaders passed 
through Washington in just 
one week, causing the 
White House to focus on 
foe continuing drama of a 
troubled peace process. A 
cynic observing these 
Washington events might 
have noted only politics 
and public relations at 
work — but there were 
some hopeful and positive 
developments as well. 

It was the tragedy of 
Israel's assault on 
Lebanon, the upcoming 
Israeli elections and the 
crippled peace process that 
brought Lebanese 

President Elias Hrawi, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to the White 
House last week. 

Of the three, it was 
Poes’ visit that predictably 
dominated the agenda. He 
stayed in Washington the 
longest, he received the 
most elaborate welcome, 
and he obtained the most 
substantial commitments. 
In this case, h was dearly 
politics at work. 

Showering gifts on Israel 
in an election year is not 
new to U.S. presidential 
politics, nor is taking mea- 
sures to influence Israeli 
politics to the benefit of 
the U.S.-forward candidate 
a new tactic. 

In 1992, then-President 
George Bush denied loan 
guarantees to Israel in 
order to help remove the 
Likud Party from power. 
When Labour's Yitzhak 
Rabin was victorious in the 
Israeli elections that year, 
the gift-giving began: 
Rabin received the loan 
guarantees and Bush used 
a speech before an 
American Jewish audience 
to announce his renewal of 
foe U.S. commitment to 
maintaining Israel’s “mifi- 
tary superiority” 

President Clinton, not to 
be outdone by his prede- 
cessor or his current 
Republican opponent, con- 
tinued his administration’s 
effort to buttress Peres’ 
electoral prospects and his 
own. New U.S.-Israel 
security and military 
agreements were signed on 
this visit, and in joint 
appearances before the 
American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 
(AIPAQ and at the White 
House, the president 
heaped praise on Peres, 
even going to the extent of 
uncritically accepting the 
Israeli account of the bru- 


tal assault on Lebanon. 

Fearing the negative con- 
sequences of a Likud vic- 
tory (which would bring 
Netanyahu, Sharon and 
Eitan to power), the White 
House goals were clean do 
not to weaken Peres before 
tire upcoming contest in 
Israel; and reinforce U.S. 
commitments to Israel’s 
security in order to 
strengthen Israeli voter 
confidence in foe peace 
process. 

There was some discom- 
fort in the White House at 
the initial total identifica- 
tion of foe Arafat visit with 
the Israeli assault ou 
Lebanon, and so in an 
effort to create at least 
some sense of balance, and 
not allow for further alien- 
ation of the Arab side in 
the peace process, the 
White House undertook 
some slight remedial mea- 
sures. 

By the time of the second 
Clinton-Feres public meet- 
ing, President Clinton 
deliberately inserted 
remarks into his speech 
intended to demonstrate 
concern for Lebanon’s suf- 
fering. Clinton noted, 

“I have talked to the 
Prime Minister (Peres) 
about this. We are all very 
concerned about foe civil- 
ians. the innocent people 
in northern Israel, and all 
foe people in southern 
Lebanon who have lost 
loved ones and suffered 
great economic disruption. 
I think we have to imple- 
ment this agreement faith- 
fully and help tile 
Lebanese rebuild their 
infrastructure and restore 
the stability of their popu- 
lations.” 

Peres for his part, was 
compelled to add that 
Israel would “respect reli- 
giously the understanding 
that was achieved— (and) 
participate in the effort to 
restore the damages in 
Lebanon” 

While not reparations, at 
least Israel has been made 
to offer to pay some com- 
pensation to Lebanon. 

Perils’ visit was preceded 
by that of Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi, 
who came to Washington 
from New York where he 
had addressed a special 
session of the United 
Nations on the Lebanon 
crisis. 

Mr. Hrawi’s White 
House meeting was origi- 
nally unplanned and came 
about as a result of an 
active Arab American lob- 
bying effort. At least some 


in the White House were 
concerned about tire effect 
that foe escalating 
Lebanese tragedy might 
have on the prospects for 
peace in the region and on 
the altitudes of the still 
small but growing Arab 
American vote in several 
key Midwestern states. 

In this context; a hastily- 
planned but effective Arab 
American demonstration 
at the White House on 
April 23 precipitated a 
White House response. 

The demonstration 
brought 3,000 Arab 
Americans to Washington, 
mainly from Michigan and 
Ohio, two important elec- 
toral states. Before the 
rally, the White House 
invited the group's leaders 
and three members of 
Congress (two represent- 
ing * important Arab 
American constituencies 
in Michigan and Arab 


American Congressman 
Nick Rahall) to a meeting 
with the president’s 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake. 

The Arab American lead- 
ership proposed a list of 
requests to the White 
House. We specifically 
called for the president to: 

— invite President 
Hrawi to the White House 
to express condolences for 
the Lebanese people who 
have suffered so much this 
month; 

— offer U.S. aid to 
Lebanon; 

— recommit to United 
Nations Security Council 
Resolution 425; 

— press Israel to stop the 
bombing immediately and 
work for a withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from 
Lebanon; and 

— move to implement 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s six-point 
plan designed to ease 
Palestinian suffering from 
die Israeli closure of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Before tire end of that 
same day, the White House 
informed us that it was 
ready to respond to at least 
half of our list The meet- 
ing with President Hrawi 
was scheduled and al the 
meeting President Clinton 
offered condolences to the 
people of Lebanon, restat- 
ed (for the first time pub- 
licly in many years) the 
U.S. commitment to UN. 
Security Council 

Resolution 425 and offered 
at least a small initial U.S. 
humanitarian aid package 
to Lebanon. 

Admittedly, by all sides. 


more remains to be done; 
but a start was made. The 
Michigan and Ohio Arab 
Americ* 11 fonvnnnities are 
continuing to mobilise to 

expand foe aid package, 
and to push for implemen- 
tation . of Resolution 425. 

The last of the week's 
visitors to the White House 
was PNA President Yasser 
ArafaL. As an elected 
leader, Mir. Arafat was 
accorded an unprecedent- 
ed reception by foe Clinton 
administration. In his two 
previous visits to 
Washington, Arafat came 
as a co-signatory to Israeli- 
Palestmian agreements. 
His meetings with the U.S. 
president were brief and 
nn f«»-w»iTinnia] _ This time 
thin gs were dearly differ- 
ent 

This meeting provided 
the PNA.. president an 
opportunity to engage the 
president *e vice presi- 
dent, the secretary of state 
and the national security 
advisor in wide-ranging 
bilateral discussions. 
While no new U.S. aid was 
offered (since the White 
House knows that foe 
Republican-controlled 
Congress will not give on 
that front). President 
Clinton did respond to Ml 
A rafat’s appeal for 
renewed U.S. pressure to 
get donor countries to 
deliver on their promises 
to the PNA Washington 
political observers were 
intrigued by the post-meet- 
ing announcement of the 
Clinton administration’s 
agreement to form a U.S.- 
Palestinian commission. 
The commission was 
described by one analyst as 
“a vehicle designed to cre- 
ate an institutional frame- 
work for ongoing bilateral 
discussion of issues of 
mutual concern.” Not quite 
a recognition of statehood 
or independence, but dear- 
ly a recognition of 
Palestinian peoplebood — 
and in this regard an 
important symbolic 
advance. 

Me Arafat’s reception by 
Washington’s press was 
also clearly different, as 
was Ms reception at a din- 
ner hosted in Ms honour by 
a ’ prominent Arab 
American businessman, 
Hani Masri. Attended by 
several White House offi- 
cials and several members 
of Congress, the dinner 
provided a clearly up-beat 
Mr. Arafat with an oppor- 
tunity to reflect on the 
changes in U.S. attitudes 
toward Palestinians and on 


Ms feeling of the 
inevitability of the creation 
of a Palestinian state. 

In many ways, foe week 
was one of politics as 
usuaL But though some 
things stayed foe same, 
some things 'did change. 
Peres came away from the 
week with Ms expected 
gifts, but foe administra- 
tion felt compelled to 
. address Lebanese concerns 
and give a boost to the 
PNA - 

Washington’s excessive 
identification with Israel’s 
assault- caused justified 
fury among Arabs and 
Aim) Americans. The cur- 
rent state of foe U.S.- 
Israeli relations is a func- 
tion of politics and inter- 
ests. The U.S.-Arab rela- 
tionship is a matter of 
interests without political 
reinforcement But if poli- 
tics, or the absence of pol- 
itics, is the problem, then 
more and better-organised 
politics is the solution. 

To change the current 
reality and the imbalance 
in U.S. policy, it is impera- 
tive to identity the fee tors 
that produce change and to 
build on them. 

The dedsion of the Arab 
states to boycott the 
Luxembourg follow-up 
meeting to the Shann Al 
Sheikh summit was apolit- 
ical factor that helped pro- 

- duce change — as were the 
decisions by King Hussein 
and a Gulf foreign minister 
to cancel appearances 
before two American 
Jewish events featuring 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. All con- 
tributed to creating an 
awareness that there would 
.be consequences to Israel’s 
behaviour. 

The electoral mobilisa- 
tion of Arab Americans in 
MicMgan, Ohio and 
Washington were also fac- 
tors in moving Washington 
to consider addressing 
Arab needs. 

These still limited efforts 
produced more response 

— if developed into a 
stronger and more coher- 
ent strategy, they can yield 
even more positive 
change. 

To fail to work for 
change is to condemn one- 
self to live with the unac- 
ceptable status quo — and 
to become either despair- 
ing or embittered. 

One can either surrender 
and curse fate or denounce 
one’s enemies or work to 
create political power and 
change. There are no other 
choices. 


My life with the Palestinians: 
A new dawn is bom 


By Gideon Weigert 


AT THE beginning of my 
90 years, as the cycle of 60 
years of living with the 
Palestinians neared its 
dose, I began to consider 
the thought of writing foe 
history of my life with the 
Palestinians, my neigh- 
bours. 

There were many aspects 
to be taken into account: on 
the one hand, the book- 
shelves were overburdened 
with volumes of autobi- 
ographies. True, mine was 
not really of that type — it 
did not refer to details of 
my family life. Yet it was 
also different from my pre- 
vious writings for wMch I 
never doubted to find an 
interesting readership. 
During the seventy years, 
when most of them 
appeared, there existed a 
wide mterest in the world 
to know about foe positive 
side of life with the 
Palestinians in the areas 
occupied by Israel since 
1967. 

This time I had serious 
doubts. I was scared of 
what the critics would say 
about treating a subject so 
terribly involving extreme 
.emotions. How would the 
public receive a work every 
line of which exhales posi- 
tive, favourable and opti- 
mistic reminiscences of 


Palestinians? 

It was obvious that at my 
age I was not out to become 
a literary celebrity; dot was 
my book likely to awaken 
great curiosity. Renewed 
consideration made it dear 
to me that! would write my 
book primarily for my own 
self — perhaps a son of 
legacy to my daughters and 
grandchildren. Again I had 
doubts — would any of 
them really ever be inter- 
ested in such a subject only 
because foe father or grand- 
father was during his entire 
adult life deeply involved 


hours in two separate enti- 
ties in the same holy land. 

I knew from personal 
experience how little was 
known in the world at large 
and in Israel particularly 
about “foe second side” of 
the coin called “the 
Palestinians”. To limit 
myself to just one example: 
m the past to 70 years an 
official Israeli agency pub- 
lished a black and white 
English pamphlet named “1 
am a Palestinian”. The typ- 
ical man depicted was an 
armed Arab wearing head- 
gear. One of the slogans 


in it? — — attributed uj Mm read: “I 

I felt myself at a turning am a Palestinian. I hate 


point: what should I do 
with foe remaining years of 
my life? Confine myself to 
the continuation of research 
of chosen problems of-clas- 
sical Islam as 1 had done 
during the past fifteen 
years? Don’t I after all have 
something else to con- 
tribute to my country and 
its people at this crucial 
point in Israel’s history: 
peace with our greatest 
enemy. 

Thus appeared the urgent 
need to fulfil a mission 
awaiting me wMch nobody 
had asked for to add my 
little share to. help my co- 


Israelis.” At the time I was 
terribly upset about such 
generalisations coming 
from an Israeli mouthpiece. 

From my own experience 
I knew definitely what 
gross distortion this asser- 
tion contained. 

(Fortunately the pamphlet 
was withdrawn from circu- 
lation after some time). 1 
looked at the Palestinian I 
knew. Was he, at large, a 
terrorist, a 1 lunatic, a suicide 
bomber? He was just 
another human being, as 
other people all round the 
world are,- with his own 
ambitions, his own dreams 


Citizens to cross the Midge .fora better future. True, he 
from generations -of hatred was motivated by different 


and bloodshed to a peaceful 
living with our Arab neigh- 


motions from ours, yet 
what the ordinary 


Palestinian “man in the 
street” aspired at was little 
different from what his 
Israeli counterpart wished 
to realise: to live in peace, 
to earn Ms living, ro give 
Ms children a better educa- 
tion, to improve their confi- 
dence ami to enable them to 
gun the economic prosper- 
ity that Ms own generation 
was largely deprived of. 

So the upshot of all this 
amounted to the bare fact 
that the Palestinian in the 
Gaza Strip, foe West Bank 
of foe Jordan and in East 
Jerusalem felt that be had 
been ruled for centuries by 
foreigners: ■ for long 
decades under foe 
Ottomans, (before World 
War I)f followed by foe 
British dining tire Mandate, 
by Egyptians (in the Gaza 
Strip) and Jordanians (on 
the West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem between 194$- 
1967) and by Israelis there- 
after. 

No people likes occupa- 
tion. The Palestinians were 
no exception to fois rale. In 
foe mid-1990s the first ever 
Palestinian parliamentary 
elections were round the 
comer. 

Wha* emerged .was the 
fulfilment of the prophecy 
T made in 1972 .by foe then 
deputy minister of ’health, 
the late Abdul Aziz Zua’br. 
“There cannot be a solution 


which would be good and 
just for one side. Forget 
about such a peace. Let us 
suffice to have a peace 
which is little good, little 
just, not totally, but to both 
Jews and Arabs alike.™ 

At that stage of my 
thoughts I realised more 
than ever before that foe 
book had to be written, if 
only for the benefit of foe 
next generations. 

These pages are dedicat- 
ed to my Palestinian and 
Israeli Arab friends, men 
and women throughout the 
areas populated by them, 
Muslims, Christians. Drtrze 
and Circassians, m 
Bedouin encampments and 
villages, in refugees camps 
and m cities. To all those 
who welcomed me warmly 
in their homes and hearts 
and helped me fulfil nay 
mission; to understand their 
problems and aspirations. 
To every one and all of 
them, wifoour whose 
encouragement this book 
would never have been 

writtat, “Awadakum 
Allah , may God reward 
you. 


The writer is professor of 
Arab and Islamic studies at 
the Middle Eastern section 
of Ben-Guiion University ■ 
of the Negev. He ' con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


Zebra 


zappers 


By AS Kassay 


One of these days 1 may 
fulfil my secret ambition of 
conducting a survey in 
wMch I would ask my fel- 
low Jordanians: “What are 
foe pretty white lines in foe 
street for?” 

I do not mean the solid or 
dotted white lines that 
sometimes run all along foe 
street- Every Jordanian 
knows that they have been 
drawn there for Ms safety, 
and that he should align the 
centre of Ms veMcle along 
these lines, where they 
exist, and then drive with 
great prudence to avoid an 
accident 

The lines to which I refer 
are foe shorter parallel ones 
that adorn the street from 
pavement to pavement In 
some countries they are 
called zebra crossings, and 
there they appear to have a 
function. They are drawn 
on narrow streets with slow 
moving traffic, generally in 
market areas, where pedes- 
trians need to cross back 
and forth frequently. Zebra 
crossings indicate that right 
of way • belongs to the 
pedestrian. If one as much 
as has one foot on foe 
crossing, traffic stops and 
allows him across. A the 
same time, a pedestrian is 
expected to exercise com- 
mon sense, by not jumping 
in the way of an oncoming 
vehicle unless foe driver 
has had the chance to see 
him and react Unlike 
Jordanians, citizens in ' 
these countries, misguided 
fools as they are, observe 
such rules and some even 
respect them. 

In Jordan, the visual 
equivalent of the zebra 
crossing clearly has a dif- 
ferent philosophy altogeth- 
er. To start with, they are 
placed in the most improb- 
able places where they can- 
not possibly serve the same 
function as in other coun- 
tries. Jordan Television, in a 
reportage on road safety 
which was of the highest pro- 
fessional standards, showed a 
hanowing accident in which 
pedestrians persisted in cross- 
ing a busy highway where die 
legal speed limit was seventy 
kilometres an hour, until one 
of them was actually run over 
by a car. A point of the great- 
est cogency, which, amazingly 
did not receive mention, was 
that the man was on a zebra 
crossing. What was it doing 
there ? Often one finds the 
white markings at points of 
entry or exit from a busy 
roundabout, such as the Third 
Circle, where motorists do not 
have a chance of seeing the 
pedestrian early enough to 
stop and allow him through. 
On another occasion, a 
German visitor nearly met his 
death when he walked up to 
what he assumed to be the 
zebra crossing opposite the 
Housing Bank building in 
Shmeisani, and started to 
cross die road expecting cars 
to stop. Fortunately, 
Jordanians were at hand, who 
restrained him and explained 

the facts of lift him. 

Equally peculiar is the 
behaviour downtown, where 
zebra crossings are situated at 
points that make sense. ..That 
is. points that would make 
sense if pedestrians were able 
to reach them. They are pre- 
vented from crossing the street 
at these specific locations by 
high railings which separate 
the street from the pavement. 

Seriously speaking, who 
draws these lines ? What on 
earth does he think he is 
doing? Does he know what 
they are supposed to signify ? 
If he does, his judgement 
leaves quite a bit to be 
demanded. Moreover, has 
anyone thought of educating 
the public as to the signifi- 
£ance of zebra crossings ?■ 
Perhaps th e • . Traffic 
Department might contem- 
plate. organising a- public 
awareness- campaign, 'to 
explain traffic laws to all citi- 
zens. starting with sueet.plan- 
ners. r 
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Excavating Early Bronze Age houses at Tell A1 Handaquq South 


* 


f 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to ike Jordan Times 

Near that history-rich inter- 
section where the Zarqa 
River meets the Jordan 
Valley floor, American 
scholar Meredith Cbesson 
from Harvard University is 
navigating the less travelled 
intersection where archaeol- 
ogy and ethnography meet, 
to come up with new inter- 
pretations of .bow people 
built and used their houses 
in the Early Bronze Age, 
-somefour thousand years 
ago. 

Ms. Chesson, an anthro- 
pologist by training and an 
exchange scholar this year 
at the University of 
California at Berkeley, leads 
a multinational team that 
has just finished its third 
season of excavation at Tell 
Al Handaquq South. The 
site is located in the Jordan 
Valley foothills about 100 
metres above and on the 
south bank of the Wadi 
Zarqa. Tbelarge, 15-hectare 
site was first identified in 
the 1930s from its abundant 
surface pottery and architec- 
tural remains, including a 
dolmen, building walls, and 
much of the town's outer- 
fortification wall. 

The pottery from the ini- 
tial surface survey in 1993 
revealed occupation at the 
sitethroughout the Early 
Bronze Age (c. 3400-2000 
BC), with the most concen- 
trated humanoccupation in 
the EB II and III periods 
(c.3 150-2350 BC). One rea- 
son this site was chosefor 
excavation is that other 

scholars who have studied 
nearby sites (such as Svend 
Helms, who excavated 

Chalcolithic-EB II period 
Tell Umro Hammad) sug- 
gested that Tel! Al 

Hanqaquq South could shed 
new light on the process of 
ancient urbanisation in the 
centraUordan Valley around 
the Zarqa triangle. 

Comparative studies of 
ceramic remains at sitesin 
this region indicate that 
some smaller settlements 
and farmsteads may have 
beenabandoned during the 
EBB period, when Tell Al 


Handaquq South’s occupa- 
tion was “exploding”, but 
were reinhabited again in 
the EBIV period. 

Three seasons of excava- 
tions since then and the 
opening of some 400 square 
metres ofremains have start- 
ed to uncover the structural 
remains of an Early Bronze 
Age walledtown. with 
ancient deposits measuring 
two-to-four metres deep 
throughout the site. 
Theproject’s main goal has 
been “to identify and exca- 
vate domestic architecture, 
in order togain more infor- 
mation concerning the 
social and economic frame- 
works structuring life within 
the Early Bronze Age 
walled settlements,” Ms. 
Cbesson told the Jordan 
Times in arecent interview 
in Amman. The findings 
from the site would also 
allow for comparisons with 
other EB towns excavated 
in Jordan and Palestine, 
such as Zeraqon. 
Arad.Yarmouth, Bab Edh- 
Dhra and Nuxneira, and also 
with ethnographic house- 
holds fromMiddle Eastern 
and other contexts. 

A large EB town 

Tell Al Handaquq South is 
one of die biggest EB town- 
sites in the Levant, one of 
only ahandful of 15-20- 
hectare EB towns, com- 
pared to the more common 
town size of around 10 
hectares. The substantia] 
fortification system has not 
been excavated, but seven- 
metre-wide stone wall foun- 
dations are visible in the 
ground, pierced by at least 
two large gatesand fortified 
by several buttresses. 

In pursuit of its aims, the 
team has uncovered a 
sequence of domestic struc- 
tures, courtyards and other 
associated facilities that' 
provide a rich basis for 
comparison withother EB 
towns in Jordan and the sur- 
rounding regions. Yet, the 
houses that have beenun- 
covered do not neatly fit 
into the categories that 
archaeologists have desig- 
nated for thisperiod; so, Ms. 


Chesson has proposed a 
new manner of interpreting 
ancient architecture that 
takes into account human 
habits that still define Arab 
society and culture today. 

The uncovered architec- 
tural remains comprise a 
series of homes with coun- 
yards thatwere used, modi- 
fied and reused during four 
phases of the town's history. 
Somearchitectural elements 
.(pillar bases, door sockets, 
intertill steps) are typical of 
classic EB"broadroom” 
architecture — though the 
overall layout of the houses 
is not. 

The earliest phase com- 
prised two stone-built struc- 
tures with external 
entrances, internalstaircas- 
es, and remains of a hearth 
with several serving vessels 
(a basin, a bowl and a jar).ln 
the next phase of use, the 
floors were relevelied and 
plastered, walls were 
extended toform new 
rooms, a large open area 
was created for some pur- 
pose. and the hearth, door- 
way and stairs continued in 
use. During the third phase 
of occupation, yet more new 
buildings were constructed, 
new courtyards were added, 
and all the walls were raised 
by atleast two courses of 
stones, as many existing 
spaces and facilities contin- 
ued in use. Fromthis phase 
the excavators recovered a 
ceramic cylinder seal, a 
small jar, and a lime- 
stonegame board. 

One of the new structures 
from phase three showed 
evidence of four episodes 
ofire flooring. It also accom- 
modated a bench, a pillar 
with a small hearth near it. 
and amudbrick silo inside a 
plaster-lined pit. Inside an 
adjacent pit was a ceramic 
basin, andnearby was an 
inset mortar and a stone- 
lined semi-circular installa- 
tion. In courtyaidsadjacent 
to this bouse the excavators 
identified two firepits that 
were reused heavily, andthat 
contained high concentra- 
tions of ash, charcoal, burnt 
bone, burnt mudbrick and- 
pottery shards, some of 
which will provide radiocar- 
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Tell el-Handaquq South 



The excavated cylinder seal, with some typical Assyrian and Mesopotamian motifs, but also showing some unusu- 
al floral designs (Drawing by Meredith Chesson and Ian Kuijt) 


bon dates. 

The fourth and last phase 
of EB occupation saw the 
inhabitants cat into earlier 
phases inorder to make a 
flat surface on which they 
built new houses, one of 
which included awater drain 
or channel running downhill 
to the town's fortification 
wall. The courtyard of 
ahouse from this phase also 
had a large firepit, stone 
platforms, an inset basin and 
a hearth. A nearby house had 
a massive limestone grind- 
ing stone (100 x 50 x 50 
cm), and a wide .shallow pit 
with a small stone platform, 
associated with much dark 
ash and ashy soil. 
Ms.Chesson suggests this 
was probably a bread oven, 
in good association with the 
Iargegrinding stone. 

Form suggests function 

The ceramics from the 
excavation include most 
major forms found at other 
EB HI sitesjncludiog clas- 
sic storage, serving and 
cooking vessels, with medi- 



A bread oven and large grinding from an excavated EB house (Photo by Meredith Chesson) 


um-size storage jarsappar- 
ently the most common. 
Very few shards from pitbos 
vessels were recovered Ms, 
Cbesson notes that the 
ceramics finds would them- 
selves lead one to expect to 
find in the architecture signs 
of storage facilities, hearths, 
benches, raised platforms 
and insetmortars — which 
is precisely what was 
uncovered. 

The ceramics, other mate- 
rial finds, and animal and 
plant remains did not indi- 
cate any international trad- 
ing contacts, but rather por- 
trayed a town that relied on 
agriculture andpastoralism 
for its livelihood. Animal 
bones were mainly of goat, 
sheep, pig and cattle, and- 
sp indie whorls and loom 
weights reflected economic 
and crafts activities related 
topastoralism. The pottery 
reflected traditions common 
in the north and sonth 
Jordan Valley^nd also some 
distinct shapes produced 
locally, but without signs of 
long-distance trade.The 
cylinder seal is locally made 
in a rare technique of low- 
fired' ceramics. Its desTgnre- 
flects some typical Assyrian 
and Mesopotamian motifs, 
such as a standing person 
andal tar-like structures, but 
it also contains some enig- 
matic plant-like flourishes 
that have ooknown paral- 
lels. 

The important small finds, 
such as the game board with 
the . small jar and the cylin- 
der seal .probably were not 
located by chance in the 
rooms, where they were 
found, but may havereflect- 
ed the use of the rooms for 
other than routine domestic 
purposes. The totality of 
theexcavated evidence may 
indicate that the structures 
at Tell Al Handaquq South 
are notclassic broadroom 
houses, but perhaps repre- 
sent another form of resi- 
dential unit that is notdocu- 
mented or appreciated in the 
Early Bronze Age literature. 

Ms. Chesson feels that the 
classification of EB struc- 
tures into “clear and well 
establishedtemplates” for 
houses, fortification sys- 
tems, temples and public 
structures is perhaps too- 
rigid to account for all 
newly excavated forms. 
“What happens,” she asks. 


“when anexcavated archi- 
tectural complex does not fit 
neatly into any of these cat- 
egories, or moreproblemati- 
cally, combines significant 
defining features from more 
than one architectural type?" 

She poses the question 
because the Tell Al 
Handaquq South houses 
seem to juxtaposeelemems 
from both public and private 
buildings , i.e. the typical 
domestic pottery andinstal- 
lations, but also the pres- 
ence of an “administrative” 
artifact (the cylinder seal) 
and thewater channel/drain. 
The answer, she also sug- 
gests, is to expand the inter- 
nal complexity of existing 
models for EB architecture, 
and thereby “to explore the 
diversity of architectural- 
spaces and related activities 
in excavated sites, hopefully 
to facilitate a more holisti- 
creconstrpcrion of the 
social, political and eco- 
nomic frameworks of life in 
EB w ailed co mmuni ties." 

Differing levels of privacy 

Using this approach, she 
offers a tentative interpreta- 
tion of the Tell Al Handaquq 
Southhouses as representing 
“households in which the 
inhabitants designate the 
courtyard areasas receiving 
areas (with less restricted 
access),” while the more 
private quarters are off tbe- 
courtyard. She believes that 
such examples are well doc- 
umented historically ande- 
thnographicaHy. Roman 
bouses in North Africa are 
reported to have areas 
where visitorsand clients 
were received and business 
was conducted (the peri- 
style, vestibule and exe- 
dra)without disrupting the 
private life of the family 
members elsewhere in the 
house. Ms.Chesson con- 
cludes: “In essence, the 
Roman house distinguished 
between differing levelsof 
privacy, and the multidi- 
mensional concept of the 
• ontiaunm of private and 
public spacewas reflected in 
their architecture” 

She also see this pattern 
repeated in contemporary 
Middle Eastern and Arab 
homes, "where much politi- 
cal, economic and social 
negotiating takes place in 
the reception areasof house- 


hold compounds.” 

At Early Bronze Age Tell 
Al Handaquq South, she 
suggests, “the rooms that 
extended offthe courtyard 
may have been more private 
areas for receiving guests, 
yet were still not theexclu- 
sive domain of the residents 
and family. It is possible 
that some of the courtyards 
lhaihad very few artifacts 
represented private family 
quarters, while the court- 
yards with largefirepits 
were used to greet guests 
and transact commercial 
and social business.” 

Ms.. Chesson feels that 
this explanation more ade- 
quately captures “the multi- 
dimensional nature of the 
activities in households, 
where economic and 
domestic activities are not 
theonly action taking 
place.” In Middle Eastern 
households, the inhabitants 
also negotiatealliance net- 
works, arrange marriage 
ties, and constantly renego- 
tiate economic and socialre- 
lationships between house- 
hold members and between 


household units, she notes. 
Some of these negotiations 
take place in public spaces, 
others in the home with its 
semi-public/semi-private 
spaces. 

By interpreting ancient 
structures through the com- 
bined lenses of architecture, 
historyand ethnography, 
Ms. Chesson says, “we 
expand our vision of the 
past, making ourre construc- 
tions more human, complex 
and full of contradictions, 
and more represeniaiiveof 
human society.” 

Enduring mystery 

Why the town was aban- 
doned at the end of the 
EBin period is pan of one 
of the greatmysteries of this 
region’s ancient history: 
Tbe almost universal mass 
dispersal of settled towns at 
the start of the EBIV period 
.in Jordan and Palestine, was 
.'done in favour of smaller- 
farmsteads and nomadic 
communities. Whether this 
was due to climatic, eco- 
nomic and/orpoliticul rea- 
sons remains to be deter- 
mined by historians and 
archaeologists. One com- 
mon theory is that the with- 
drawal of Egyptian political 
control at the end of the 
EB11 perioddevastated the 
area economically, and the 
urban economies could no 
longer sustainthemselves in 
the previous form, with the 
exception of only a few 
known towns from theEBIV 
period, such as Khiibet 
Iskandar on the Wadi Wala. 

The excavations at Tell Al 
Handaquq South have been 
sponsored and funded by 
HarvardUniversity, the 
Mellon Foundation, the 
American School of 
Prehistoric Research, 
theNational Science 
Foundation (USA), the 
Wenner-Gren Foundation, 
the British Institute 
atAmman for Archaeology 
and History, and the Sigma 
Xi Foundation, in coopera- 
tion withthe Department of 
Antiquities of Jordan.. No 
further excavations are 
planned at the site for the 
time being. 



One of the excavated water channels associated with a 
house at Early Bronze Age Tell Al Handaquq South 
(Photo by Hermann Genz) 


King 


(Couthmed from page W 

Mr. Kohl' said he highly 
appreciated Jordan’s role in 
the peace process, and 
lauded King Hussein's cour- 
age, political wisdom and the 
central role Jordan is playing 
to strengthen the foundations 
of security and stability in the 
region. He pledged his coun- 
try’s continuous support for 
the Jordanian economy and 
projects in the region. 

King Hussein told repor- 
ters later that the meeting 
with the chancellor "offered 
a new chance for me to ex- 
press my respect and those of 
the Jordanian people to the 
German people and govern- 
ment.” 

“We 'discussed all the Mid- 
dle East issues, Jordanian- 
German .relations and aspira-. 
tiotis for the future and I 
thank the chancellor for this 
opportunity and I am deeply 
satisfied with the outcome of 


the meeting," he said. 

The meeting was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and Jordanian 
Ambassador to Germany 
Hussein Hamami. 

The King, accompanied by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
arrived in Bonn on Tuesday 
on a brief working visit to 
Germany. 


King due in Cairo 

King Hussein will arrive in 
Egypt on Wednesday for 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on the Mid- 
dle East process, the Associ- 
ated Press reported from 
Cairo. 

Government officials said 
the two were expected to 
discuss the status of negotia- 
tions in the wake of Israel's 
military offensive in southern 
Lebanon.. 

Information Minister. 
Marwan Mouasher said-Mdn- 
day that the King would 
speak with Mr. Mubarak ab- 
out the future of Arab East 


Jerusalem and the fate of 
Palestinians displaced in 
Arab-braeli wars. 

Egyptian President Mubar- 
ak told an Egyptian daily that 
a three-way summit involving 
himself. King Hussein and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat will now take place 
"next week” in Cairo. 

"Initiatives are under way 
to organise the summit for 
next week,” Mr. Mubarak 
told Al Messa, during a visit 
to the Sinai desert to open 
the region's first modem hos- 
pital. 

On Sunday an Egyptian 
official said the summit 
would happen this week, 
possibly on Wednesday. Mr. 
Mubarak did not say why it 
had been delayed. 

“There are certain forces- 
who do nor want to see peace 
or a final solution which .is 
why we, must expect acts of 
violence and terrorism to 1 
happen from time to time." 
he said, adding that the peace 
process must "go forward.” 


Regent urges free trade accord 


(Continued from page 1) 


tude of specialisation it is 
handling, including trade and 
industry, and tourist invest- 
ments between Jordan and 

^Tbe Crown Prince stressed 
the importance of crystallis- 
ing a joint Jordanian- 
Eg yprian perception at the 
Cairo summit. 

He voiced hope that re- 
gional cooperation be initi- 
ated between the East 
Mediterranean countries on 
the one hand and the oil 
producing and the West 
Mediterranean countries on 
the other. 

Prince Hassan said that 
hosting the Paiestinian-Israeii 
meeting in Taba few days ago 


reflected the keen interest of 
Egypt and Jordan to see the 
Palestinian identity on the 
Palestinian national soil rec- 
ognised and respected. 

On Jordanian-Egyptian 
relations. Prince Hassan said 
that struc t urin g the meetings 
by Ihe official sector and 
through the meetings of pri- 
vate sector representatives 

were useful. The Crown 
Prince said he made a prop- 
osal on Tuesday that univer- 
sities, intellectual institutions 
and information centres play 
a role in setting priorities of 
political and economic dia- 
logue, whether at the pan 
Arab or at the European 
levels. 


Israel, U.N. 

(Continued froin page 1) 

will be conveyed to the Un- 
ited States and France, the 
two major Western powers to 


be represented in the moni- 
toring committee, said the 
officials. 7 

Other member nations of 
the committee are Israel, 
Syria and Lebanon. ' 


Peres 

(Continued from page 1) 

will be elected, God forbid, 
they will erect a Palestinian 
state,” he said. 

“But we will return secur- 
ity to the hands of Israeli 
army. We are not in favour of 
a Palestinian state, we are in 
favour of self-rule. That's the 
difference." 

Israelis will elect their 
prune minister directly for 
the first time in the election 
along with members of par- 
liament. 

Mr. Peres also explained 
the Labour Party’s decision 
to drop opposition to the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian state from its poli- 
tical platform. 

“We must have a free hand 
in the negotiations with the 
Palestinians and we stick by 
three principles: Jerusalem 
'win remain the unified capital 
of Israel, the Jordan Valley 
will be our security border 
and we will no longer rule 


over another people,” he 
said. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
launched talks on a final 
peace settlement in the Egyp- 
tian resort of Taha on Sun- 
day. They are not expected to 
start tackling the main issues 
— including the future of 
Jerusalem, Jewish settle- 
ments and the borders of a 
Palestinian entity — until af- 
ter the elections. 

Mr. Netanyahu accused 
the Labour Party of support- 
ing the creation of a Palesti- 
nian state and giving up on 
the "unification of Jeru- 
salem.” 

He also said he would 
strengthen Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank. 

However, the Likud leader 
denied a newspaper report he 
planned to propose a govern- 
ment of national unity be- 
tween his party and labour 
after the elections. 

Mr. Peres said earlier he 
would never join a cabinet 
headed by Mr. Netanyahu if 
he lost the elections. 

The Labour Party laun- 


ched its media campaign with 
a pro-peace offensive putting 
slain premier Rabin in the 
front line. 

One ad published in 
Tuesday’s newspapers bears 
the slogan "This Peace Can- 
not be Stopped” alongside a 
picture of Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Rabin together at the giant 
peace rally in Tel Aviv on 
Nov. 4, the night Mr. Rabin 
was killed by a Jewish ex- 
tremist opposed to the 
Palestinian peace process. 

Labour campaign officials 
said a video clip due to be 
broadcast beginning Wednes- 
day would also show Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres side-by- 
side with the message, "Con- 
, tinue the peace.” 

Mr. Rabin, a stem former 
.army chief, led Labour to 
victory in 1992 elections and 
subsequently negotiated his- 
toric autonomy agreements 
with the PLO. 

Mr. Peres- the main 
architect of the peace plan, 
was foreign minister at the 
time but has never had Mr. 
Rabin’s success in reassuring 
voters 
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Liberalisation key 
to emerging markets 
— World Bank 


JOHANNESBURG*!*) — 
Developing countries which 
I 'bes ali.se their trade and 
finance tend to integrate 
better into the world 
economy and grow faster in a 
wrtfious cycle which rapidly 
promotes prosperity, a World 
Bank repon said. ■ 

Seeking to find out why 
some developing countries 
have "emerged" while others 

Magnate, the report, released 
simultaneously in 
Washington. London and at a 
United Nations Conference 
■ >n Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) meeting here, 
draws a link between in- 
tegration. growth and 
liberalisation. 

Fast integrators have . 
been the Asian "tiger" na- 
tions while slow integrators 
arc most of the low-income 
lountria in sub-Saharan 
Africa and middle income 
countries in Latin America, 
the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

Policies found to have a 
strong bearing on the pace of 
integration include macro- 
economic factors (stability of 
fiscal deficits and real 
exchange rates), trade reform, 
and physical infrastructure. 

The World Bank, which 


has come under fire from 
many developing countries 
struggling to implement its 
structural adjustment 
programmes, charged that 
some nations were slow to in- 
tegrate due partly to real 
internal and external factors, 
but also due to "perceptions 
of trade barriers ". 

Although there are 
genuine costs of integration, 
some fears are exaggerated, 
the report said. "Tariff 
barriers are much lower now 
than when the newly indus- 
trialising countries of East 
Asia started their in- 
dustrialisation drive in the 
1960s." 

It cited "real" external 
obstacles as spreading anti- 
dumping practices, which 
have risen steadily since 
1990. agricultural protection 
and the multi-fibre agreement 
(MFA). a compulsory export 
tax on developing countries' 
textiles and clothing which 
ranges from 16 to 48 per 
cent. 

Anti-dumping was "rarely 
motivated by sensible 
economic criteria" and the 
MFA was "a major distortion 
to world trade". Both should 
be challenged at every- 
opportunity. the bank said. 


The report noted primary* 
commodity producing 
countries also tended to lag 
integration but Chile, 
Malaysia, Morocco and 
Turkey "suggest commodity 
production in itself does not 
condemn a country to low 
productivity and inability to 
diversify". 

Fast integrators, 
typically with high economic 
growth rates, had taken 
"internal" measures such as 
strengthening the private 
sector, attracting foreign 
direct investment and 
developing power, transport 
and telecommunication 
infrastructures. 

The bank warned that the 
gap between the emerging 
and lagging countries was 
rapidly growing wider and 
that the longer a developing 
country held off integrating 
into the world economy, the 
higher the cost* of doing so 
would be. 

In the last decade, the 
ratio of trade to gross 
domestic product actually fell 
in 44 out of 93 developing 
countries another 17 only ex- 
perienced moderate rises. 
Three quarters of the large 
increase was accounted for by 
just 10 countries. 


Likud leader to lower taxes, 
streamline Israeli economy 
if elected as prime minister 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Presenting 
a sweeping vision of Israel as 
.) leading economic power, 
opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu Monday promised 
(n slash taxes, free up the 
economy and sell off state, 
assets if elected prime 
minister. 

"Israel could have a 
brilliant future.’' the Likud 
Parly leader told engineers 
.n i J architects gathered in Tel 
\viv. But its potential is 
stilled by "one of the most 
controlled economics in the 
West." he said. 

In a message reminiscent 
of l*i 80s U.S. Republican 
campaigns. Mr. Netanyahu 
argued that across-the-board 
reductions in individuals' 
income taxes will stimulate 
economic activity and 
ultimately increase govern- 
ment revenue. 


”1 will lower taxes (and)' 
enact a massive cut in the 
bureaucracy that strangles 
business, (making) the 
economy much more open, 
much more free, much more 
hca!thy.."he emphasised. 

. The initial losses could 
be financed by a speedy sale' 
of "at least. 50 state-owned 
companies" as well as the 
stale's reserves of land, he 
argued. 

Mr. Netanyahu noted 
some Israelis now pay 60 per 
cent of their earnings back to 
the government - "hardly an 
incentive to work." 

Despite Mr. Netanyahu’s 
pro-business stance, most 
Israeli industry and economic 
leaders appear to support 
Prime Minister Shimon* 
Peres, partly for fear that a 
right-wing government could 
end the peacemaking that has 


fuelled the past years' 
economic boom. 

Mr. Netanyahu, whose 
party has long favoured 
Israeli control over the WesL 
Bank and Gaza, has opposed 
the Israel-PLO accords 
granting Palestinians au- 
tonomy in those areas. But 
Mr. Netanyahu said he 
accepts the changes and will 
keep talking peace with the 
Arabs - "only more 
cautiously.” 

Unveiling his economic 
programme Monday, he 
accused the current Labour 
Party government of 
fostering a false sense of 
prosperity by borrowing 
billions of dollars from 
abroad. 

He also denied Israel's 
economic growth - which 
totalled some 40 per cent in 
the past five years- 
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ACROSS 
i Molt 
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4 . 

5 Lessen 
10 French aty 

14 Bartlett or Bose 

15 Channels tor 

14 




17 




20 




conveying 




smoke 
16 French 


24~ 

department 
17 Gaelic 

27 

24 

29 

■ 

1 8 Marty plats 
20 Salad ingredient 
?2 Negative 

23 Draw a bead on 

24 Many hsh 

32 



33 

39 




41 





30 Indian 

31 Capture 

32 Flower cluster 
34 Hebrew ascetic 

39 *— a man 
with " 

40 Toward the 
mouth 

4 1 Charge with gas 
44 Complain 

46 Past 

48 Wager 

49 Container 

50 Many floats 

56 Anonym 

57 Publicize 

58 Heart chambers 
62 Many sailors 

65 Evict 

66 Certain times 

67 Knot again 

68 Actress 
Bancroft 

69 Parched 

70 Resource 

71 Place lor a 
chapeau 


50 

51 

52 

S3 

se 




42 




64 




69 
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DOWN 

1 Exceptional* 
abbr 

2 Mister in 
Munich' 

Allay 

Artire 

Union letters 

Towhead 

Vehicles 

8 Old French com 

9 Inner: prel. 


10 Baby problem 

11 Fragrance 

12 Inward 

13 Cory homes 
19 Takes no food 
21 Reluse 

25 Corroded 

26 Retainer 

27 Song 

28 Metallic 
maienal 

29 Cake decorator 
33 Timetable abbr 

35 Bribe 

36 Author Ambler 

37 Zola novel 

38 First place 

42 Italian eptc 
poet 

43 Self 

44 JJmp's km 

45 Ken of me 
comics 

47 “Rock — " 
(hymn) 

48 Keris pal 

50 Cames on 
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51 "Accept the end 59 Old Norse 


of — ’ (Frost) 

52 Diet desirable 

53 Demi — 

$4 Public 

disturbances 
55 Ermine 


inscription 

60 * — It 
Romantic?" 

61 To — (exactly) 

63 Monk 

64 Solidify 


OECD sees further sharp 
decline in official 
development aid 


PARIS (AFP) — Development 
aid from the 22 members of 
the development assistance - 
committee (DAC) fell by. 
somewhere between five and 
10 per cent in 1995 from the' 
1994 level of 559.1 billion, 
according to OECD estimates 
cited here Tuesday. 


last year, according to the 
Figures, presented to a Dac 
high-level meeting. 

"We have a serious 
problem," Mr. Atwood said. 
"It would appear that the 
French will become the 
number two donors when the 
statistics are finalized." 


Japan remains the number 
one donor, but. France 
probably overtook the United 
States as the runner-up in ab- 
solute terms, U.S. aid chief 
Brian Atwood, quoting 
preliminary DAC figures, told 
correspondents. 

Mr. * Atwood, adminis- 
trator of USAID, the U.S. 
foreign aid agency, said the 
latest data compiled by DAC 
indicated that U.S. official 
development assistance 
(ODA). which totalled $9.9 
billion in 1994, was down 
by 26 per cent last year. 

The overall DAC total, 
which already fell by eight 
per cent in real terms in 
1994, continued its decline 


"Now think about that," 
he added, "France is a country 
of 60 million people. We are 
a country of 280 million. Our 
economy is five and a half 
times the size of France’s. 
And yet, in absolute terms, 
they are the number two 
donor." * 

The U.S. official said a 
further 23 per cent decline in 
U.S. foreign aid is expected 
this year, but be sees better 
prospects for the 1997 
budget. 

Mr. Atwood said be bad 
told cooperation ministers 
and aid agency chiefs of DAC 
member countries that the 
U.S. was "going, through a 
massive structural adjustment 


programme" and that both 
parties in the U.S . Congress 
were committed to achieving . 
a balanced federal budget. 

However, he said, the 
U.S. administration sees 
investment in foreign 
assistance as a matter of 
"enlightened self-interest" in 
an increasingly competitive 
world, with aid ultimately 
helping to increase U.S. 
market share in the 
developing world. 

Mr. Atwood stressed that 
aid could be a major 
instalment in helping to 
prevent crises, and noted that 
peacekeeping operations 
were now costing . the 
international community 
some $5 billion a year. 

In addition, donor 
countries are”spending some 
$4 billion annually on 
assistance for. * displaced 
persons and refugees. 

The total of which bad 
doubled over the past decade 
to 42 million people 
worldwide. 


Israeli kibbutzim get debt relief 
from banks , government 


TEL AV1V -(R) — Israel’s 
government, two main 


kibbutz movements and 
seven commercial banks 
signed an agreement Monday, 
to rid collective farms of 
nearly six billion shekels 
(S1.9 billiori) in debt. 

Under the arrangement, 
some kibbutzim will have to 
hand over about two billion, 
shekels’ worth .of land to the 
government. Banks ' that 
forgive kibbutz debt will re- 
ceive proceeds from any sale 
of the land by the 
government over the next 25 
years. 


Commercial banks will 
■ account for 65 per cent of the 
debt write-off and the govern- 
ment for 35 per cent. 

The latest debt accord was 
a supplement to an original 
debt agreement reached in 
J989 covering about four 
billion shekels in debt. 

The kibbutzim, which 
played an important role in 
the creation of the Jewish 
state, began as agricultural 
collectives but have become' 
increasingly industrialised. 

In recent years the heavy 
debt burden has threatened 
some of the communities 


with insolvency. 

The signing of the debt’ 
accord had been put in doubt 
by a legal opinion 
commissioned by a 
breakaway kibbutz group 
called The Settelements 
Headquarters. which 
contended that banks had 
charged illegal fees that added 
to the communities’ debts. 

But the main .kibbutz 
movements Sunday decided to 
approve the accord with the 
government and banks. . 


Iraq lures farmers 
to send produce 
to state silos 


BAGHDAD (R) — &**'• 
government is preparing for 
another year of food self- 
sufficiency under crippling 
U.N.. trade sanctions by 
trying to ensure fanners send 
this year’s harvest to its 
silos. 

As an incentive to farmers 
to shun the black market, the 
government decided this week 
to offer last year's inflated 
prices again to wheat and 
barley growers in the coun- 
try. 

For a tonne of good wheat 
a farmer will get last year's 
price of 105,000 dinars 
which was then worth about 
$88 but is now the equivalent 
of about $150. For a tonne of 
barley, farmers will get 
60,000 dinars. 

State-run newspapers 
report daily on the harvest's' 
progress, now in foil swing 
in the central and southern 
parts of Iraq. About 2,000 
combine harvesters were 
reaping fields in 12 
provinces. they said 
.Tuesday. 

The trade ministry, in 
charge of Iraq's rationing 
system which keeps millions 
of Iraqis just -above 
.subsistence level. is 
authorised to fine or jail farm- 
ers failing to send crops to 
state-run stores. 

But Baghdad traders said 
they did not expect formers to, 
violate ministry rules as its 
subsidies were higher than 
rates currently prevalent for 
wheat and barley on the black 
market. 

The ministry gives each 
Iraqi six kilogrammes of flour 
a month as part of its meagre 
rationing system which also 
includes paltry amounts of 
rice, coolring oil, sugar and 
tea. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 





“My sister just got her law degree, 
but she doesn't have any clients yet. 
She was wondering if we’d mind 
getting divorced.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Honrt Arnold and MBc* ArgMon 


Unscramble these four JumWes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortSnaiy words. 


LYRDY 



m 

□ 

laSantt 

:r 

ikht 


M 1^9 Bond 


GWEB 

D 

• i. 

□□ 


f V ““ 


GRACIT 





HERNET 


:xr: • 




Now arrange the ebetod letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here ; 


-axm 


Yesterday^ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; ABATE FLOUT JUSTLY SEXTON 
Answer Ybu can have this at a comedy chto — 

JEST FUN 



Andy Capp 



Matfn’Jtff 



Despite efforts to cultivate 
the largest area possible, Iraq 
has foiled to meet the demand 
for essentials like flour. 

Iraqi and U,N. Officials 
blame shortages of ma- 
chinery, insecticides, 
herbicides and seeds, for the 
shortfalls. 

No forecasts are available 
on this year’s output but a 
U.N. report issued late last 
year said Iraq would at least 
need to import 'two million 
tonnes of flour in 1996 to 

meet demand. 

The U .N. figures put Iraq's 
1995 wheat harvest at about 
1.5 million tonnes, hardly 
enough to meet one third of 
its needs. . - 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, MAY 8, 1996 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You can easily arrange a 
meeting today with a bigwig 
who can give you support for 
some pet project you have in 
mind. Later tonight, you can 
have a pleasant evening with 
close friends and loved ones 
for some pleasing times. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Listen to the suggestions 
of a good friend today which 
can be most helpful in gaining 
your finest ambitions, then 
follow them. Later this even- 
ing you can go out on the 
town with your mate and 
hay® a pleasant time 
together. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) If you take your loved 
one along in the business 
world today, you can accom- 
plish a great deal through 
team work at this time. Later' 
tonight, with the assistance of 
a knowledgeable individual 
you can be very successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Understand 
what it is your fellow associ- 
ates expect of you and try to 
please them more at this 
time. Show you are a hard 
worker and are willing to do 
whatever tasks are necessary 
for success. 


(October 23 to 
Novembet 21) .Early today 
make appointments to meet 
with charming persons you 
jikq for pleasure mutually en- 
joyable. Later this evening 
you can go out on the town 
with your loved one and have 
some pleasant times. 

SAGITTAklUS: * (November 
22 to December 21) Be ‘sure 
to cement better relations 
with those at home today 
with whom you have mutual 
interests and you will have 
some good times together. 
You can be quite prosperous 
if you pay attention to the 
advice of a knowledgeable 
person. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 

to January 20) State your 
finest personal aims to those 
who can assist you in gaining 
tnern. Try not to spend too 
much money or you could 
find yourself without any 
JjjjS for ,, t t e !ean tiroes 

which could be present. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Stop dreaming 
somuch and get into practical 
affairs which can bring vou 
tire profits and prestige you 
desire. Show some common 
sense for completing whatev- 
er project you are currently 
involved in at this time. 

JJSGES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Plan some' enter- 
tainment and todav invite 
your good friends and show 
how much they mean to you. 
Be courteous and charming 
to those in authority, so that 
you can receive the recogni- 
tion you desire for 
efforts. 
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LEO: (July 22 to August 21). 
Your. daily routines can be ' 
made to work more profit- 
ably for you today if you add , 
a new twist to them. Later 
this evening is a good time to 
gain the assistance of a know- 
ledgeable individual on some 
new projects. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can be 
with fellow associates you en- 
joy the most and also have 
pleasant recreation together. 

A civic affair is beneficial if , 
you put as much effort as is 
possible for you to be noticed ! 
by those in charge. j 

LIBRA: (September 23 to '■ 
October 22) Be with your 
loved ones and make the 
improvements which are 
needed in your home. Invite 
dose friends in whom you've 
been neglecting for . some 
time and you can make a 
good impression oh them for 
the days_ahead. 
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Bahrain businesses seek ’terrorism' insurance 


(MANAMA (R) — Businesses; 
in Bahrain are increasingly 
seeking insurance protection 
Against sabotage and ter- 
rorism • following recent 
waves of arson attacks and 

« bombings* insurance 

_ officials said Tuesday. 

They said damage’ caused 
by this week's wave of fires 
bad cost insurance companies ■ 
around $5 million and that 
' property insurance firms were 
I unlikely to make a profit this 
year. 

"More companies are 
: seeking the cover. More com* 
.panics are inquiring (about 
insurance) following recenr 
sabotage and violence." said' 
. lain Reid, general manager ofi 
Norwich Union Insurance. 
Company in Bahrain. 


"Property accounts are un- 
likely to make profit this 
year. The market is not going 
to do well," Mr. Reid, whose 
company also has offices in 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Oman, told Reuters. 

"We have some 
establishments and houses 
fully covered against all 
dangers including sabotage' 
and fires," said Mohammad 
Abdul Rabman, deputy 
chairman of the Bahrain 
Insurance Company. 

"Demand for full insurance 
has slightly increased last 
year," he aided. 

"The need for full; 
insurance in Bahrain against 
sabotage and terrorism is 1 
increasing. Businesses and 
establishments are making 


more inquiries,” another 
insurance company official, 
said. 

Mr. Reid said his- 
company, owned 31 per cent 
by Bahrain's Kanoo family 
and 49 per cent by Britain's 
Norwich Union, lost around 
250,000 dinars ($662,500) 
from Sunday's fires including 
significant smoke damage to 
the firm's offices. 

Offices of the Bahrain 
Norwich Union Insurance 
Company were damaged when 
fire gutted the Kanoo building 
Sunday. Several stores in the 
building located in the' 
business district of Manama 
were also heavily damaged. 

The owner of a music 
shop. Sharokh Akhtar Zadeh, 
said 3QQ,00p dinars of 


damage was caused by fire 
which gutted his Moon Stores 
Sunday. •; 

Insurance officials said 
insurance firms in Bahrain 
had yet to define and tackle 
sabotage and terrorism 
affecting their industry. "The 
matter is still under 
discussion by the BIA 
(Bahrain Insurance 
Association)," one official 
said. 

BIA members paid eight 
million dinars in property 
damage and loss in 1995, up 
from 1.4 million in 1994. 

Anti-government protests 
in support of demands for 
political and economic 
reforms erupted in Bahrain in 
December 1994. At least 25- 
people have been killed in 
the disturbances. 
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U.S., Jordan 
examine trade 
ties , barriers 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
businessmen and American 
officials have given a 
positive account of in late 
February. Jordan Trade 
Association's (JTA's) 
mission to the U.S.. 
However, they identified 
insufficient protection of 
intellectual property rights, 
highly protectionist customs 
policies and barriers to 
Middle Eastern regional trade 
as major obstacles to the 
development of U.S.- 
Jordanian commercial 
relations. 

In a briefing held Sunday ‘ 
at the American embassy on 
the forthcoming fourth 
annual American Promotion 
Week. Counsellor for 
economic and commercial 
affairs at the U-S. embassy. 
Gary Grappo and JTA Vice 
chairman Fawaz Sha’lan said 
U-S. companies look at 
Jordan as a serious market, 
but many measures should be 
taken to boost bilateral ex- 
changes. 

"We are discussing with 
increasing frequency with the 
Jordanian government the 
issue of intellectual property 
rights, particularly in the 
case of software." Mr. 
Grappo said. 

He pointed out Lhat "many 
Jordanian business people 
would be interested in writing 
software, both in Arabic and 
English but they are very 
concerned because, under the 
current protection standards, 
they are fearful of not 
receiving adequate protection 
standards for their products." 

Mr. Grappo also said that 
"software companies, 
(which) could do more but do 
not, because of lack of ade- 
quate protection" are just an 
example. "A number of U.S. 
firms' have expressed interest 
in licensing or establishing 
joint venture with Jordanian ’ 
pharmacetfffca] companies.-* 
but, because' of inadequate, 
protection, ttfese could "not*" 
be finalised." he said. 

"When we argue for 
.greater protection of 
property rights, obviously 
we are trying to preserve a 
U.S. business interest, but we 
have also always said that the 
protection of patents and 
intellectual property is in the. 
interest of • everyone 
concerned,” Mr. Grappo 
added. ^ 

During Mr. Grappo's and 
Mr. Sha'Ian's presentations 
and the following remarks by 
the audience, which included 
some among the most 
prominent Jordanian 
businessmen, the- 
government was blamed for 
its "antiquated" customs duty 
policy. 


Referring specifically to 
the duties policy with regard 
to automobiles, and 
reporting complaints by 
agents of U.S. automobiles- 
in Jordan, Mr. Grappo 
pointed out that "Jordan is 
one of the very few countries 
where middle class people 
■can not afford to buy a new. 
car." 

As opposed to the gov- 
ernment's current policy of 
levying the duties on the- 
basis of the size of the 
engine, the calculation of 
import duties on the basis of- 
pollutants emerged from the 
debate as a more reasonable 
system for imposing import 
duties. 

Underlining the fact (hat 
the main reason of U.S. 
firms' interest in the 
Jordanian market is their 
perception of it as only” a 
-springboard for some other 

markets available in the re- 
gion," trade barriers between 
Jordan and some of its 
neighbouring countries 
appeared to the participants 
in die debate as a significant 
problem. 

"There is a clear trend 
: based on our data that U.S. 
companies look at Jordan as 
a serious market because of 
its location in the Middle 
East and a springboard for the 
West Bank, Israel, Egypt, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf," Mr. Grappo said. 

But, he added, that due to 
regional trade barriers, "it is' 
easier for Jordan and the U.S. 
to do business with each 
other than doing business 
from Jordan to neighbouring 
countries." 

Talking about last 
February's JTA's trade 
mission to the U.S.. Mr,. 
Sha'lan said that "the 
response (by U.S. 
counterparts) and results were 
great." 

"Technical transfer 
agreements, accords to 
manufacture under license or 
under label for distribution in 
the Middle East, and direct 
sale agreements were signed" 
by the small team of 12 
companies which formed the 
JTA mission to the U.S., Mr. 
Sha'lan said. 

According to Mr. Sha'lan. 
the delegation held meetings 
with officials at the 
Department of State, the 
Arab- American Chamber of 
Commerce, the U.S.-Arab 
businessmen and profes- 
sionals associations, in 
addition to over 100 bilateral 
meetings with U.S. 
counterparts. 

"We did not try to sell a 
finished product," Mr. 
Sha'lan said, but to see what ‘ 
we can do together. We found 
that they often .have the 
technology and the_ 
marketing capabilities which 
we do not have." 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Ai Nisr AI Arabi distributing 
dividends at a rate of 20 per cent 

** DIVIDENDS'aMOUNTING to JD 200,000 are being 
distributed at a rate of 20 per cent to the shareholders of 
the AI Nisr AI Arabi Insurance Company following the 
approval of the 1995 financial accounts by the general 
assembly. According to die annual report, the company 
boosted its earnings from premiums by 26 per cent as it 
achieved a gross income of JD 4.13 million JD 3.28 million 
in 1994 half of which were premiums obtained by the life 
department with the other 50 per cent collected by the 
other sections of the company. However, die net after-tax 
profit amounted to JD 403,949 (JD 286,300 in 1994), 20 per 
cent of which were transferred to the voluntary reserve 
account, JD 106,940 were railed over as retained earnings 
and the remainder is being disbursed as dividends. 

The company, which is supported by JD 3.79 million of 
tec hn ica l reserves, had a total of JD 4.79 million in 
investments in shares and bonds, at the end of last year 
compared to JD 4.14 million at the end of 1994. These 
investments gave the company JD 73,435 in returns and JD 
42,504 from trading in shares and stocks. Shareholders’ 
equity at the end of 1995 amounted to JD 1.87 million while 
the balance sheet had a total of JD 7.57 million compared 
to JD 63 million at the end of 1994 (AI Dustour + AI 
Aswaq + AI Ra’i). 

Jordan Industrial Resources Company 
shows giant leap in sales, profit 

t A GIANT LEAP in sales and profit was achieved by 
the Jordan Industrial Resources Company (JIRC) last year 
as they jumped by 265 per cent and 290 per cent over the 
amounts recorded by die company in die preceding year. 
Sales shot up from JD 36 million in 1994 to JD 9.8 million 
in 1995 and net profit surged from JD 168,000 to over JD 
650,000. Rarazi Muasber, JIRCs board chairman, told the 
general assembly that the company was able to boost its 
sales despite sharply higher prices fbr the raw materials 
used by the company. He pointed out that to lower costs, 
the board decided to borrow $2.5 million from the Islamic 
Bank at about 5J5 per cent annual interest to finance the 
imports of raw materials. The loan is to be repaid after 18 
months from the date of the bank’s payment of the raw 
materia] costs. 

Dr. Muasher revealed that the JIRC was contacting Syria 
and Iraq to set up industries in those countries to* 
complement its present industries and noted that Syria has 
given exemptions to set up such industries. He said that the 
company was carrying out feasibility studies to invest also 
in Egypt. According to JIRC general manager Omar 
Shaaban, the company has JD 5.4 million worth of 
contracts to sell products to Syria and Iraq this year. 

On toe technical ride, toe company has started to install 
the equipment needed to expand the production of fat adds 
and glycerine and has finished building two extra reservoirs 
to stock raw materials at a capacity of 1,250 tonnes. JIRC 
has also resorted to purchase locally-manufactured spare 
parts as such a process would enable the company to make 
substantial savings in costs. On the financial ride, toe 
company’s balance sheet at the end of 1995 show total 
assets increasing by 17.5 per cent to JD 15.2 million (JD 
12.9 million in 1994) of which JD 2.5 million are fixed 
assets. Shareholders’ net equity stood at JD 10.9 million, 
current liabilities at JD 2.6 million and long-term liabilities 
at JD 1.7 million (AI Aswaq + Al Ra’i + AI Dustour). 
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LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

toe buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar on toe London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Tuesday. 



One U.S. doQ&r 

13656/66 

Canadian dollar , 


13228/38 

Decfscbemaits 


1.7014/24 

Dutch guilders 


1.2418/28 

Swiss francs 


313034 ' 

Belgian francs . 


5.1467/17 

French francs 


1556.7/8.2 

Italian lire 


104.96/06 < 

Japanese yen 


63210/10 • 

Swedish crowns 


6.5540/90 

Norwegian crowns 


5.8743/93 

Danish crowns 


1.4038/48 

Singapore dollars 


0.7961/86 

Australian dollars 


7.7353/63 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5088/98 


Gold (ounce) 

$393.70/394.20 
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Swedish men's table tennis double Jan-Ove 
Waldner (right) and Joergen Persson celebrate 
Adr victory of the Table Tennis European 


Championships in Bratislava May 6 (Reuters 
photo) 


European Table Tennis Championship 


Saive bows out as 


Waldner leads Swedes 


BRATISLAVA (AFP) — 
Olympic champion Jan-Ove 
Waldner won a repeat of the 
Barcelona final against Jean- 
pbllppe Gatein in the Euro- 
pean Championships on 
Tuesday to move within one 
wm of capturing the only 
major title to have eluded 
him. 

The Swede beat the 
Frenchman 25-23. 17-21. 21-17, 2W 
to ensure the title will return 
to Scandinavia because 
Waldner plays Swedish com- 

S triot Jorgen Persson. the 
91 world champion, in the 
final. 


The eighth seeded Persson 
slloi 


beat fellow Swede Peter 
Karbson 21-13. 21-18. 24-22 
after saving two game points . 
in the third game in the other 
semifinal. 

“We have achieved every- 
thing we came here to do — 
the team title and now the 
men’s singles title. I am very 
happy," said Swedish head 
coach Soren Ahlcn. 

Third-seeded Hungarian 
Krisztina Toth beat Chinese- 
born Jie Schopp of Germany 
and plays top-seeded Ger- 
man Nicole Struse in the 
women’s final. 

Gaticn. who had held five 
match points against Waldner 
in the European team final 
five days previously, again 
looked capable of beating the 
second seed. He took an ear- 
ly lead as he scored heavily 
with his super-quick forehand 
hits. 

But almost as soon as the 
Olympic siver medallist 
reached game point at 20- IS 
there came a similar sequ- 
ence to that which had denied 


Gatien in the team final. 

Waldner won a spectacular 
“toop-the-loop” rally of tops- 
pin forehand exchanges to 
save the first game point, and 
went on to save five 
altogether, before snatching ' 
the first game with a tricky 
spin serve and penetrating 
forehand follow-up. 

Although Gatein came 
back to win the second game 
with some good backhand 
hits after Waldner had pro- 
duced an erratic sequence on 
his serve from 14-16. the feel- 
ing had been recreated that 
when the Olympic champion 
really needed points he could 
probably get them. 

Sure enough, from 18-17 in 
the third game Waldner took 
three in a row quickly, thanks 
principally to his ' brilliant 
serves — and not long after 
that the match was finished as 
a contest. 

Waldner rapidly estab- 
lished a five-point I W«iU UAIW 
by the middle of the fourth 
game Gatien had given up 
hope, letting the last few 
points gp with a series of 
fatalistically over-ambitious 
attacks. 

On this evidence Wald- 
ner. at the age of 30. is more 
than good enough to repeal 
the victory he had over Pers- 
son in the’ 1989 world final in 
Dortmund, although Persson 
— who beat Waldner in the 
1991 final in Chiba. Japan — 
looks to be playing better 
than at anv time for three 


Jean-Michel Saive in the 
third round of a day which 
had started 13 hours pre- 
viously. 

Persion — apparently 
completely recovered from 
the car accident of two years 
ago — was conformable 
attacking close to the table 
and defending away from it. 

Although he had a spec- 
tacular fall through the bar- 
riers early in the second game 
he immediately recovered 
and might have won more 
easily had he not retaxed a 
little at 13-9 in the third 


years. 

He was always too fluent 
for the hard-working Karisson 
who the night before had 
upset the top-seeded holder 


game. 

The Hungarian followed 
her conquests of two Roma- 
nians. the giantkilter Mihaela 
Steff and the former- Euro- 
pean top 12 champion Emilia 
Ciosu, by beating Jie Schopp. 

Toth, who had been a 
game up and 15-11 ahead in 
the second game and a loser 
in three games to the 
Chinese-born German in last 
Wednesday’s team final, did 
not allow her opponent to 
escape for a second time. 

The third-seeded Schopp 
was two games down in the 
best-of-five against the 22 - 
year-old left-hander from 
Budapest — but this rime was 
only able to fight her way 
back to parity. 

At the start of the fifth 
Toth regained the initiative 
by snatching four points from 
Sdiopp's first five-point ser- 
vice sequences and quickly 
built up a large lead. 


FURNISHED 1 APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISAN1 FOR RENT 

220 c.q m. t second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room. living room, veranda, 
independent central heating, telephone, maid room, 
spacious kitchen and luxunous furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665717, 664256 


That gave her the confi- 
dence to attack her way more 
forcefully through Schopp's 
Web of sliced, chopped and 
floated defence and Toth 
went on to win 21-15. 21-12. 
11 - 21 . 18-21. 21 - 8 . 

Toth now plays top-seeded 
Souse. She looked as though 
she might be suffering from a 
reaction to her dramatic 
uiuiaitiun wm over the 


Chinese -born European top 
12 champion from Luxem- 
bourg Ni Xia-Lian. 


Sonics net 20 three-pointers 

i in 


to down Rockets 

. mo a nwvrd for AM* 



SEATTLE (R) — The Seat- 
tie Supersoracs turned into 
sharpshooters Monday, set- 


ting an NBA playoff record 
with 20 three-pointers in a 


105-101 wm over the defend- 
ing champion Houston Rock- 
ets to take a 2-0 lead in the 
Western Conference semifin- 
als. 


Detlef Schrempf scored 21 
points to lead the Sonics, who 
shot a blistering 20-of-27 
from the three-point line. 

Game three of the best-of- 
seven series is Friday at 
Houston. 


“We know these guys are 
the champions,” said Seattle 
sub Nate McMillan, who was 
a perfect 5-of-5 from long 


distance. “We’re not going to 
relax going down to Hous- 
ton." 

The Rockets, who have 
lost 11 games in a row to 
Seattle since the 1994 season, 
are no strangers to playoff 
adversity. 

Houston has trailed in four 
of the eight series they have 
won in capturing the last two 
NBA titles. Houston nailed 
Phoenix 2-0 and 3-1 m the 
conference semifinals last 
year and won in seven games. 

In honing in from long 
range, the Sonics beat the 
Rockets at their own game as 
they broke Houston's mack 
of 19 set last year against 
Utah. 

Seattle sank 13 m a row in 


one stretch and 
bombs in the second halt, 
when they erased a 10 -point 
deficit. 

Sam Perkins' three-pointer 
with 2:11 to play set the 
record and gave Seattle a 
103-99 lead, but Mano Ehes 

basket 19 seconds later pulled 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


Houston within two points 
and the Rockets had one last 
chance to tie, 

Schrempf missed two free 
throws but forced a jump ball 
with 45 seconds left. Houston 
won the tap, but Hakeem 

Olajuwon, double-teamed 
along the left baseline, bad 


the ball stripped by guard 
Garv Pavton — named Mon 
day 'as the NBA’s defensive 
player of the year* 

Shawn Kemp sankjw°“«* 
throws with 10 seconds left to 

seal the victory. 

“Wc knew they would go 

into Hakeem, so I ^ock «»y 
hand in there and knocked 
the bafl loose,” said Payton. 

Payton added 18 pomts for 

the Sonics, who banded 
Houston its worst playoff loss 
ever in the series opener but 


an NBA record for three. jjS 
pointers by both teams, pre.' \T. > 
viously set by Houston and L 

Utah last season when thauiill M 


•;1 1 1' 1 

A 1 *! ,it * 


■Ilf 

4 w:' 


tUlUulUVM — 

Houston still led 88-82 af- 
ter a basket by Mark Bryant i , 
with 9:18 to lay, but the fa & 

Sonics stormed back with ai W " 

15-2 tear. 

Hersey Hawkins and^’V:--^ 
Payton hit three’s to tie it • „ iV r “ 
88-88 with 7:58 left. Ola- ^ 
jnwon answered with a hook >. ,isn 
shot to give Houston its final j lh,r ' ’ 
lead but Schrempf made 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Wang in year’s fastest 10,000m 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese world record holder Wang Junxia 
ran the year's fastest women’s 10.000 metres to qualify for 
the Olympic Games on Tuesday, the official XINHUA' 
news agency said. Wang pulled away early to clock 31 
minutes 01.76 seconds, well ahead of the previous year’s 
best of 31 minutes 04.99 seconds by Portugal’s Fernanda 
Ribeiro and the winning rime at the world championships 
in Gothenburg. Sweden, last year, Xinhua ■ said.. The 
22-year-old Wang. Who, set the world record of 29 minutes 
31.78 seconds in Beijing in 1993, was ranked fifth in' the 
world last year at 31 minutes 23.24 seconds. She did not 
compete-in the Gothenburg Games. After 'chalking up- the' 
year's fastest time in the 5,000 metres on Sunday. Wang ran 
the first 8.000 metres of Tuesday’s heat in eastern China’s 
Nanjing City in 25 minutes 01.11 seconds and the final lap 
in 64.77 seconds. 


Cowboy’s cocaine buy taped 


DALLAS. Texas (AFP) — Dallas Cowboys receiver 
Michael Irvin was caught on videotape allegedly buying 
cocaine before and after his indictment on drug possession 
charges, a television station reported here Monday. 
KXAS-TV said it has videotape showing Irvin, whose trial 
on drug possession charges begins next month, bought 
cocaine two days before and two weeks after his April 1 
indictment. The tape was said to have been taken by 
someone who called himself a security advisor to Irvin. 
Scenes showed Irvin in a vehicle talking about a woman he 
had apparently just spoken with who had a large amount of 
cocaine and holding a plastic bag while speaking to a boy 
who said he wanted to be like Irvin. 


No positive dope tests this year 


BEIJING (R) — None of more than 200 Chinese tested* 
athletes has returned a positive dope test this year, the 
China youth daily reported on Tuesday. “Since this year 
the Chinese track and field association has checked more 
than 200 people and not one positive case has been found.” 
the newspaper quoted association secretary-general Huang 
Zhi as saying. China's sporting reputation was left in tatters 
after the 1994 Hiroshima Asian Games in which II of their 
athletes, including seven top swimmers, tested positive for 
doping. A total of 31 Chinese athletes tested positive for 
banned performance -enhancing drugs in the whole of 1994, 
an increase of seven over the previous year; prompting calls' 
for China to be banned from international meetings. 
Beijing steadfastly denies sanctioning or even tolerating 
doping and has begun taking counter-measures against an 
epidemic that critics say has flourished amid poor manage- 
ment and negelct in China’s sprawling sports establish- 
ment. 



Abu Shakra launches ALLURE 


Mr. Rami Abu Shakra, the General Manager of Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency, introduced ALLURE the new 
perfume from Channel. 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra launched ALLURE by saying 
that every woman tries to find her own identity; a role in 
which she could express herself. 

Today she can suddenly remember that such a thing as 
ALLURE exists. 

Woman with ALLURE can be found on every continent, 
in every country. They are immediately recognised. 

Mr. Rami continued by saying that there is a key to 
ALLURE, a key that makes it possible to enter this world 
that is so fascinating to women, so irresistible to men. this 
unique key is the perfume. 

Perfume has a myriad fact. It is constantly changing like 
ALLURE, it possesses total freedom. 

Mr. Rami ended saying: and now for the first time, 
ALLURE is a perfume. 




Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. Ltd. 


announces the invitation to 

tender No.: 13F/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid 
No. 13F/96, 


(FOR THE SUPPLY OF WHITE WOOD) 


The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Tuesday 21st May 1996. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-ref undable fee of JD 25 
for each set of tender documents. 


The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday 28th May 1996. 


Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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tr ^u^J 0 I r>raxler scored” 19 hook shot and Payton sank ai ji>’ : , fL , : 
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feeling 
like No. 1 
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ROME (AP) — Shrugging 
off her problems, a remark- 
ably confident Steffi Graf re- 
turned Monday to Rome to 
defend her Italian Open title 
t: nine years later. • • 

GraT kept away from 
Rome after an unpopular vic- 
tory over crowd favourite 
Gabriela Sabatini in 1987, 
her one and only appearance 
at the Foro Italico. 

Returning as top seed in a 
field that includes four of the 
top five ranked women in the 
world, Graf sounded untrou- 
bled by her physical prob- 
lems, pressure from the Ger- 
man tax charges against her 
father and a tough draw in 
the tournament. 

“Sure it’s a bit tougher 
than the other half.” she said 
of possible meetings with 
both No. 3 Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and No. 2 Conchita 
Martinez. “But my approach 
to a tournament is you have 
to be able to beat anybody if 
you want to win.” 

With the eight top seeds 
receiving first round byes. 
Graf held a morning practice 
session on the newly inaugu- 
rated centre court, then 
changed into a black sweater 
and long start for a visit to St. 
[Peter's Basilica and other 
sights she missed over the 
years. 

Her long 'absence was ■ 
blamed on scheduling- con-, 
flicts and a misunderstanding 
with the crowds and the 
media. When an Italian 
newspaper called her “brut- 
ta," meaning ugly, the Ger- 
man media turned it -into an 
issue -of national honour. 

The S926..000 tournament 
is Grafs European clay court 
debut as she prepares for the 
French Open, the only Grand 
Slam played on day. 

She comes in with a perfect 
11-0 tournament match re- 
cord and two titles — both 
won on cement — since she 
returned to tennis in March 
following foot surgery in De- 
cember. 

“Physically, I have had 
better moments, with my 
bade in this condition it is 
difficult to prepare as much 
as Td like.” Graf said. 

“But the way I play, my 
tactics and my mental 
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Steffi Graf 


approach to games, I don’t 
think could Ire better." 

The German actually 
shares .the No. 1 . ranking with 
Monica Seles, who has been 
protected by the WTA Tour 
since she resumed play after 
being stabbed in a tourna- 
ment in Germany in 1994. 


reporter askecVVlllS 
nld like to see s 


Since winning the Austra- 
lian Open- in January, howev- 
er, Seles- has played little 
tennis because of a shoulder 
injury that led her to pass up 
Rome. 

Grafs physical problems 
have cut back on her tourna- 
ment time, but when she has 
played she has been nearly 
unbeatable, winning three 
Grand Slams in the last 18 
months. 


came when a 
Graf if she woul 
movie about her life. *ni E ;K' 

“It would be surely amos 5J |, 
ing, but I would' have to' opet^ l(K . , r v 
up too much, which I’m no'^j s .„ u . f \ i:i . ... 
happy doing," Graf replied' induJc ', 

“I would like it to end in tbt^ h h , 
middle, not with my death W „. , „ 

Life 15 too beaut] fill. !lK M , , 

The- first seed through'-: 

Monday was No. 14 Joannet-'ahii L ' : ; C i,rci - . 
te Kruger of South Africa, sjci.iIh- m.,,,,.. . . 
6-4, 1-6, 6-1 winner ovciT»i-., Bud 
Maria Jose Gaidailo obs Eddie i i" 
Argentina. 

No. 16 Barbara Schett 0 f 45 . 1 v- ;, 1K , 
Austria beat Lea GhirardM;:, 

Rubbi of France 6-2, 6^ 


0 - 1*0 


while No. 12 Sandline Test®. r 


IT 


of France ousted Adriana; ^ ,'*,.** 

QAtn.7en.th- t. A AC C A , lni 


“I think I deserve it,” she 
said of her No. 1 ranking. 

Graf has held the No. 1 
spot 331 weeks in her career, 
tying her with Martina Nav- 
ratilova for the record. - 
The only hint of fragility 


Serra-Zanetti 6-4, 4-6, 64,*, vr ... 
the fifth of 12 Italian entries^ 


eliminated. 
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No. 13 Lindsay Lee of theH’M* I’-n* r,. 
United^ States rallied pasted** inm-j.-, .. 
countrywoman Sandra Cacic^in Hun*:.. *., 
1-6, 6-2, 6-4 in the day’s final ’ 15 V* IrTl » j, 

match - " final ih'i^- \ 


Russia’s Romantsev has presided 
over quiet soccer revolution 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia, victorious in 12 of 
their last 13 matches, are heading for Euro 96 
confident that for once they can produce the 
goods when it matters most. 

Since the Soviet Union become the first 
winners of what is now the European Cham- 
pionship in 1960, Russian and Soviet sides 
have often shown plenty of promise but failed 
to live up to expectations on the big way. 

But under coach Oleg Romantsev the 
Russian bear has started to growl. 

Since he took charge after- a disastrous 
World Cup campaign in 1994 Russia have 
been beaten only twice in 18 matches and 
rattled up 34 goals to finish unbeaten at the 
top of their qualifying group for the June 
finals. 

Critics will say Russia have not faced any 
major opponents since losing 1-0 to Germany 
in September 1994. They also have a moun- 
tain to climb in England to survive a tough 
group which includes the Germans. Italy and 
the Czech Republic. 

But their recent opponents do not doubt 
their ability. 

“They are one of the best teams in the 
world... watch them do well in England. They 
are pacy and good tactically.” Ireland mana- 
ger Mick McCarthy said after his team were 
soundly beaten 2-0 by the Russians in Dublin 
in March. 

Russia boast no single player on whom their 
success depends. Their improvement owes 
most to Romantsev. who doubled up as coach 
of Spartak Moscow until giving up that fob 
late last year to concentrate on the national 
team. 

5 0 ! 6 °y«; a re f m Peking ideas on the 
pitch, divided by a players’ rebellion and low 
on confident* after being knocked out of the 
World Cup finals in the United States at th* 
group stage. 

Romantsev brought back into the fold some 


of the rebels who had refused to work with 

, P * vel Sadyrin, although otheis 
•remain out of favour. 

L** iav f ® new coac h- a new concept. 
^n^ r^u 0nS with the and have 
f 4 ? n i|L ™ ateh 5 m a row - you include 
t ^ am s P°k«man Leonid! 

with Belgium in late April. ▼, 

had ? e best r «nlts in the 
? scored more goals that any 
wc ’ H reach * e 
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Los Angeles long ball 
helps Nomo to victory 


^PITTSBURGH (R) — Greg 
Gagne capped off a night of 
long ball for Los Angeles 
with a three-run homer in the 
ninth to provide the cushion 
in the Dodgers’ 8-4 win Mon- 
day over the Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates. 

Raul Mondesi also con- 
nected for a three-run homer 
and Mike Piazza added a 
two-run shot to back the 
pitching of Hidco Nomo, 
who unproved to 5-2. 

'This is a win we needed 
real bad,” Dodgers manager 
Tommy Lasorda said. 

Mondesi hit his seventh 
homer with two out in the 
third off John Hope (1-2) to 
give the Dodgers a 3-0 lead. 
After Pittsburgh's Jason Ken- 
dall narrowed the gap with a 
two-run single in the fourth, 
Piazza launched his seventh 
round-tripper in the sixth to 
extend the margin to 5-2. 

“I haven’t been hittin g real 
good, but I'm trying hard 
everyday," Mondesi said. “It 
felt good because T helped 
the team right away, and it 
gave us all more confidence.” 

Nomo allowed four runs 
and eight hits over seven-plus 
innings, striking out five and 
walking two. 

Mark Johnson brought the 
Pirates bade in the eighth 
with a two-run homer to 
chase Nomo. Antonio Osona 
came on and put runners on 
first and third with two outs 
before Scott Radinsky en- 
tered and struck out pinch- 
bitter Dave Clark. 

Radinsky recorded the fin- 
al four outs for his first save. 

Hope gave up five runs and 
four nits in 5 1/3 innings for 
Pittsburgh, which was 
attempting to poll into a first- 


Mariners 
rally 
to top 
Twins 

SEATTLE (R) — Rich 
Amaral's two-run, pinch 
single in the seventh inning 
capped a four-run Comeback 
that included back-to-back 
homers by Jay Buhner and 
Paul Sorrento as the Seattle 
Mariners beat the Minnesota 
Twins 5-4. 

Trailing 4-1 entering the 
seventh, the Mariners rallied 
off Twins Brad Radke and 
reliever Eddie Guaradado to 
band Minnesota its fourth 
consecutive loss. 

"Very good ballgame,” 
Twins manager Tom Kelly 
said. "They had a good in- 
ning in the seventh, hit a 
couple over the fence and . 
Amaral followed with a big 
hit." 

Bob Wells (2-0) tossed 3 
2/3 scoreless innings in relief 
of Edwin Hurtado to notch 
the win. Norm Charlton re- 
tired the final three batters 
for his fourth save. 

Radke (3-4) surrendered 
five runs and six hits in six- 
plus innings, and lost his 
fourth straight after winning 
his first thtee Starts. 

Radke started the seventh 
but surrendered homers on 
consecutive pitches to 
Buhner and Sorrento. He 
then walked Wislon and Sojo 
singled to centre. 

Russ Davis greeted’ reliev- 
er Eddie Guardado with a' 
sacrifice that moved .the run- 
ners over. Amaral then bat- 
ted for Darren Bragg and 
lined a single to left, scoring 
both runners. 

“We know we can score 
runs with the long ball." 
Mariners manager Lou 
Piniella stud. “It is nice to see 
us use the conventional 
way." 

In New York, Derek Jeter 
had three hits and drove in a 
pair of runs that capped a 
five-run eighth inning as the 
New York Yankees took a 
10-5 win over the reeling 
Detroit Tigers. 

Jeter was 3-for-5 as the 
Yankees pounded out 14 hits 
on the way to their seventh 
win ■ in eight games. Paul 


place tie' with the Chicago 
Cubs m the National League 
Central. 

In Montreal, Pedro Mar- 
tinez won his fourth straight 
start and Moises Alou and F. 
P. Santangeio each drove in 
two runs m a four-run first 
inning as the Montreal Expos 
beat the Chicago Cubs 6-2 for 
their third straight victory. 

Martinez (4-1) allowed two 
nins and six hits, walked one 
and shuck out 10 in seven- 
plus innings. "When 1 pitch 
like that, they get down and 1 
get more confidence,” Mar-, 
tinez said. 

The right-hander has 
allowed just five runs — ' 
three earned — and 14 hits in 
his last three starts, covering 
24 innings. 

The Expos jumped on star- 
ter Tun Bullinger (1-3) for 
four runs in the first inning, 
sending nine batters to the 
plate. 

In Atlanta, Steve Avety 
struck out nine in - his first 
complete game of the season 
and Chipper Jones smacked a 
two-run homer in the third to 
lift the Atlanta Braves to a 
4-1 win over the Colorado 
Rockies. 

Avery (3-2) gave up six hits 
and did not walk a batter, 
throwing 74 of his 101 pitches 
for strikes. 

“Avery was as good as it 
gets. He can’t be any more 
efficient for focused than be 
is now," Braves manager 
Bobby Cox said. The Braves 
are 7-2 their last nine games 
and stopped Colorado’s four- 
game winning streak. 

At Florida, A1 Leiter had a 
season-high nine strikeouts in 
6 2/3 innings and Gary Shef- 
field drove in a run ami 



scored twice as the Florida 
Martins snapped a five-game 
losing streak with a 4-1 vic- 
tory over the New York 
Mets. 

Leiter (5-2) allowed the 
lone run, eight hits and two 
walks to win for the third 
time in his last four starts. 
Robb Men worked the ninth 
inning for his fifth save. 

“Later shot us down and - 
the Bullpen did the rest,” 
Mets manager Dallas Green 
said. 

Mark Clark (1*4) suffered 
the loss, surrendering all four 
runs and nine hits in -5 1/3 
innings. 

In Philadelphia, Doug 


Drabek won his first game of 
the season and Jambs 
Monton drove in a career- 
high four runs as the Houston 
Astros decked the Phi- 
ladelphia Phillies 11-5. 

Drabek (1-2) allowed two 
runs and three hits with nine 
strikeouts in seven innings. 

Moonton capped a four- 
run fifth inning with a two- 
run blast, his first of the 
season, off reliever Toby 
Borland. He added a two-run 
doable in the seventh. 

Jeff Bagwell hit a two-run 
homer off Phillies starter 
Rich Hon ter (1-2) earlier in 
the fifth for his 10th home 
run of the season. 



Detroit Tigers’ bascrunners Melvin Nieves (30) 
and Daniel Bautista (29) both end up at second 
base in the third inning May 6 at New York’s 
Yankee Stadium. Bautista, who had hit into a 
Udder’s choke and moved to second as runner 


Eddie Williams was caught out between home 
and third base, was out getting back to first on 
a tag by New York Yankees second baseman 
Robert Eenhoorn (left) for a double play. New 
York defeated Detroit 10-5 (Renters photo) 


O'Neill, Bernie Williams and 
Gerald Williams each drove 
in two runs. 

Bob Wickman (2-1) re- 
lieved starter Kenny Rogers 
in the seventh inning and 
allowed pinch-hitter Bob 
Higginson's two-run homer 
in the eighth that tied the 


European Cup Winners’ Cup 

PSG meet Rapid Vienna today 


Los Angeles Dodgers’ Hhfeo Nomo throws a pfrrfi during 
National League action with the Pittsburgh Pirates, May 6. 
Nomo won his fifth game with the 8-4 victory (Renters photo) 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Rud- 
derless Paris Saint Germain 
will rely on player power 
- when they take on Rapid 
Vienna in the European Cap 
Winners* Cnp here on 
Wednesday. 

• The French first division 
team has turned its back on 
outgoing coach Luis Fernan- 
dez and president Michel De- 
nisot and will prepare for the 
match alone following a dis- 
astrous spell that has seen 
their league title challenge 
collapse in acromony. 

Hie players, lashed by De- 
nisot for virtually gifting the 
Championship to Auxerre, 
have responded by training 
behind dosed doors and re- 
fusing to speak to the press 
before the game against the 


Player’s 
strike 
averted 
in Italy 

MILAN (AFP) — A player’s 
strike scheduled for this Sun- 
day has been called off fol- 
lowing a settlement here be- 
tween the Italian league and 
the footballer’s union, final- 
ised m the early hours of 
Tuesday morning. 

The two parties agreed to 
scrap transfer fees on players 
out of contract and to allow 
teams to sign-up eight foot- 
ballers from across the Euro- 
pean Community as well as 
three non-community mem- 
bers. 


Austrians. 

They also seem to have 
fr oz en out Fernandez, whose 
relationship with the players 
has worsened in recent 
weeks. 

Fernandez's decision to 
stand down next season may, 
indeed, have been forced, 
upon him and his future posi- 
tion at the dub remains un- 
clear. 

What is dear is that Paris 
Saint Germain, who called in 
Fiance’s Davis Dip tennis 
captain Yannick Noah to give 
them a ‘motivational talk’ as 
part of their preparation, re- 
main the favourites despite 
the upheavals. 

Fernandez said: “We will 
win tins final. European fin- 
als don’t come round every 


year. We have been waiting 
for tins one for 25 years.” 

The French side will go 
into the game at full strength 
following midfielder Daniel 
Bravo’s recovery from a thigh 
strain. Out-of-form Panama- 
nian striker Jnlio Delay 
Valdes is likely to be over- 
looked in favour of an attack- 
ing trio of Youri Djorkaeff. 
Rai and Patrice Loki. 

Rapid Vienna, in 

1985 when they lost 3-0 to 
English side Everton, go into 
the game dearly -relaxed ab- 
out their prospects. 

Midfielder Didi 
Knebbaoer even got married 
on Sunday, three days before 
tbe game, arguing it would be 
unfair to his wife to change , 
the date. 


Coach Ernst DokopS made 
it clear who should be 
regarded as favourites, 
saying: “Paris Saint Germain 
are among the best dobs in 
Europe." 

Rapid Vienna, Austrian 
champion 29 times, are simp- 
ly pleased to have readied 
die showpiece. 

Not only did the ride pull 
off upset wins against 
Feyenoord and Dynamo 
Moscow in the earlier 
rounds, but they also beat 
bankruptcy two years ago 
with debts of 10 milli on dol- 
lars. 

Their rejuventation could 
go one step further on 
Wednesday, with striker Car- 
sten Koonsel of Germany 
their trump card. 


Police probe Newcastle riot videos" 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Police investigating 
a rampage by fans in Newcastle City centre 
started examination of security camera 
videotapes on Tuesday in a bid to track down 
those responsible for a massive wrecking 
spree. 

So far 29 people have been charged with 
public disorder criminal damage and assault 
offences after tbe disorder involving more 
than 1,000 fans after Newcastle’s failure to 
win the premiership on Sunday. 

Supintendent Peter Durham, the city ce n tre 
commander, said the footage they were ex- 
amining was of a very high standard and they 
were confident many more people would be 
charged retrospectively as a result. 

He forecast tbe present number of arrests 
was at least Hkety to be doubled. 

Damage running to many thousands of E 
pounds was caused in the mini-riot on Sunday , 
night after Newcastle United failed to win 


their last match as eventual champions Man- 
chester United beat Middlesbrough. 

Cars were wrecked as drunken fans danced 
on their roofs and kicked out their windows, 
shop fronts were devastated and one of the 
city centre’s few public lavatories was 
smashed. 

Durham said he did not think tbe trouble 
put a serious cloud over the staging of some of 
tbe European championship matches at New- 
castle’s St. James Park during the summer. 

Although drink was a heavy factor in' 
Sunday’s disorder, he did not feel the one- 
hour extension to licences in pubs, dubs anH 
restaurants in the city at ni gh t would pose 
special problems. 

“What happened on Sunday was a com- 
pletely spontaneous event and we do not have 
any reason to believe the people coming to" 
see the international matches will want to be 
involved in anything like that,” he added. 
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WIN THEM ONE AT A TIME 


East-West vulnerable North 
deals. 

NORTH 
• AJ88 
<?AK74 
CQ 

*AJ84 

WEST EAST 

*4 32 A Q 7 5 

<71083 CQ982 

0J764 082 

*953 * Q 10 7 2 

SOUTH 


* K 109 
CJ5 

O A K 10 9 5 3 
*K6 


'East south 

WEST 

Pan lo 

Pan 

Pan 30 

Pan 

Pan 3NT 

Pan 

Pan so 
Pan 

Paw 


The biddini 

NORTH 

I* 

It? 

3* 

SC- 


Opening lead: 6 of t? 

Sometimes you can benefiL in 


strange ways from good technique. 

Pi»wi iWtni« i-rnm nlp 

The key to North-South reaching 
the excellent diamond slam was 
North's decision to raise to game 
with a singleton queen. South 
decided that his prime values and 
intermediates warranted contract- 
ing for 12 tricks in that suit 

West led a middling heart, taken 
in dummy. The queen of trumps 
was cashed, and declarer came to 


hand with the king of dubs to cash 
the two high diamonds, discarding 
a card from each major from the ' 
table — had the suit spliftvenly. 12 
tricks would have been there for the 
taking and South would have been 
playing for avertricks. However. 
West had a sure tramp trick, so it 
seemed that declarer would have to 
the location of the queen of 


spades to get home. 

First, however, declarer tested 
another chance, crossing to the ace 
- of dubs and ruffing the low club in 
an attempt to drop the queen. No 
luck. 

Still not content with trying to 
guess the spades, declarer entered 
dummy with the ace or hearts and 
ruffed a heart, then led a spade to 
the ace and ruffed dummy's 
remaining dub with the last trump. 
TTte defense was dead. 

If West pitched a spade, dedarer 
would cash the high spade in hand 
and West's trump and Easts queen 
of spades would both win the last 
trick. Bat overrufling was no belter. 
West would then hove to lead a , 
spade into declarer's tenace. resolv- 
ing the problem in that suit. Mak- 
ing six-odd. 


A Furnished First Floor Of A Two-Floor 
Villa For Rent 

consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, two 
bathrooms, kitchen, garage, telephone, garden, 
separate central heating, fully furnished. Location : Urn 
Uthaina, Amra street No. 28. 

Pis. call Tel. 813299. 


score 5-5. 

“It’s gotten frustrating. I'm 
just inches away from making 

the pitches,” Wickman said. 
“I gave up a two-run home 
run. I thought I had him set 
up but he jerks it out of the 
baJlgark.” 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

After the completion of the rehabilitation 
work on the Madaba Archaeological 
Museum, The Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities/Department of Antiquities would 
like to announce that the museum is ready 
to receive tourists and visitors as of May 
7th, 1996. 

All are most welcome. 


Expatriate German lady in charge of the 
German Protestant Congregation in Amman is 
looking for a decent two bedrooms apartment, 
villa or semi villa at a maximum of 3.000 JD 
per year. Area must be quite and telephone is 
essential (preferably West Amman) 

Please contact UNRWA Field Office. 
Fax : 685476 P.O. Box 484 Amman 


Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
in cooperation with 
Goethe Institut 
presents 

The German 

Manderiing String Quartet 
and Nora Niggeling 
in concert 


Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
in cooperation with 
Marriott Hotel 

presents 

Brigham Young 
Chamber Orchestra 

(45 members) 


CHEF WANTED 

JORDANIAN CHEF, to work with a classified 
restaurant In west Amman, serving European 
cuisine. A minimum experience as a master 
chef of seven years is essential. 

All CVs to be sent to: 

P. O. Box 927161, Amman 11110, Jordan. 

Under the Patronage of Her Majesty i 
Queen Noor Al Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory /Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with 
UNICEF 
presents 


A Jordanian Grand Musical Play 
on Children’s Rights 




based on “MloTMy Mia a children's story 
■ by Sweedish author Astrid Lindgren j l; 

\ Libretto Music j l ( l 

Dr. Walid Seif Kifah FaJchour>'. 

A '• 

Choreographer Set Des'gis 

■janL/fcbdul Kharim Kamrt+fcishfm ' 


pi 7. 


Saturday, 1 1 May 1 996- 8:00 p.m. 
Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

In the program pieces by Beethoven, 
Zemlinski and Bruckner. 


Ticket price: JD 10 

Tickets available an 

- Al-Ahlla Abela Superstore, teL 68648 1 

- Freddy for Music tel. 692696 

- Romero, tel. 644227 


Sunday, 12 May 1996 - &00 p.m. 
Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

In the program pieces by Mozart, Copland, 
Ravel, Strauss and others. 

Ticket Price: JD 10 


Performances: Monday, 13 May, &00 p.m. 

Tuesday, 14 May. I (MX) ajn. and 7:00 pun. 
Wednesday. 15 May. IftOO aun. and 7:00 p.n 
Thursday, 1 6 May. I (fcOO a-m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Al Hasan Bln Talal Auditorium - University of Jordan 
JD 7 for adults and JD 5 for children 


- Babiche, teL 66 1 322 - Caffe Moka, teL 856285 -Characters. teL 07-927106 

- Goethe Institut. tel 64 1 993 - Marriott Hotel, teL 607607 - Music Box. cel. 815745 

- Royal Cultural Center, tel 66 1026 - National Music Conservatory, teL 687620 


Avnott 


/MV& 

IMG Iustibh Company LhMJECl 


AleC Baldwin * The Heartbreak Kid * UND er siege “2” A 


AleC Baldwin *The Heartbreak Kid * under siege “2” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12 ‘.30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

10 ■' * Ace Ventura “2” 

The Shadow * T °y Story shows:2 ' 5:15 

Shows: 2:00, 5:00* “Stc 2 " 

HEATE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 


Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 
in 

Desperado 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 


k- 
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Trials of Bosnia 


war crimes open 


THE HAGUE (R) — The 
first international war crimes 
trial for 50 yean opened on 
.Tuesday with a Bosnian Serb 
accused of taking part is a 
systematic reign of terror 
against non-Serbs, described 
as “events of unspeakable 
horror.” 

“The evidence of the pro- 
secution will prove beyond 
reasonable doubt that the ac- 
cused, Dusko Tadic, commit- 
ted the crimes.... And that it 
was pursuant to a widespread 
or sysetmatic attack against 
the non-Serb population of 
the prijedor (area),” Pro- 
secutor Grant Niemann told 
the tribunal. 

Mr. Niemann, an Austra- 
lian, said Serbs began a reign 
of terror in Prijedor in 1992 
aimed at driving Muslims and 
Croats away and claiming the 
territory for themselves. He 
said the trial would examine 
“events of unspeakable hor- 
ror.” 

“What man has done to 
man in the cause of nation al- 
um or ethnic hegemony in 
the former Yugoslavia strains 
the most agile of human 
reason,” be told die panel of 
three judges. 

Mr. Tame, the first person 
to face an international war 
crimes tribunal since the 
Nuremberg and Tokyo trials 
after World War II, is 
charged with killing, tortur- 
ing and raping Muslims and 
Croats in and near the 
Qmarska prison camp in Bos- 
nia in 1992. 

The accused, married with 
two daughters, denies the 
charges. 

Dressed in a dark suit and 
tie, he appeared tense but 
waved to a person be recog- 
nised in the public gallery as 
U.S. Judge Gabriellc Kirk 
McDonald opened the pro- 
ceedings. 

The trial, likely to take 
months with over 100 witnes- 
ses, will focus on alined 
crimes try Serbs against Mus- 
lims anti Croats at Omarska 
and other places in the 
Prijedor area of nort hw e s t 
Bosnia. 

'"'Created by the Security 
Council in May 1993, the 
tribunal marks the first 
attempt by the U.N. to en- 
force international treaties on 
the conduct of war and pro- 


tection of civilians. 

Prosecutors allege that Mr. 
Tadic, 40, helped Serb forces 
round up thousands of his 
Muslim and Croat neigh- 
bours and herd them into 
three prison camps — 
Omarska. Keraterm and 
Trnopolje. 

Mr. Niemann said atroci- 
ties seemed to have been 
conducted with the tacit 
approval of the Yugoslav 
national army (JNA) and loc- 
al Serb paramilitary groups. 

He said Mr. Thdic, a cafe- 
owner and karate readier, 
bad been active in Serb 
nationalist politics and as a 
reserve policeman visited the 
three camps at will to mur- 
der. rape and torture in- 
mates. 

Mr. Tadic was arrested in 
Germany in February 1994 
after Bosnian ref u g ee s identi- 
fied him as their tormentor. 
Since then be has spent over 
two years in jail awaiting 
trial. 

Speaking by telephone to 
Dutch television on Monday, 
Mr. Tadic continued to pro- 
test his innocence. 

“Absolute lies have been 
made about me. The pro- 
secutor has accepted them 
blindly and has not taken the 
time to investigate a single 
one of those accusations.” 

Mr. Tadic said defence wit- 
nesses, afraid of arrest if they 
travelled to the Hague, 
would dear his name if they 
were allowed to testify via 
satellite from Bosnia. 

The tribunal ruled on 
Tuesday that some defence 
witnesses would indeed be 
allowed to testify by satellite. 
Mr. Tadic had threatened to 
go on hunger strike if the 




2 wounded 
in new blast 


in Bahrain 



MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Two people were wounded 
when a time bomb exploded 
at a bos stop white pobce 
defused a booby-trapped 
packet of cigarettes like those 
used in a string of attacks on 
businesses in Bahrain, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Two people were lightly 


PROTEST IN BETHLEHEM: Armed Israeli soldiers push back Palestinian demonstrators from reaching 
an Israeli military check point at the entrance of Bethlehem city on Tuesday. More than 200 Palestinians 
scuffled with Israeli soldiers during a march to protest Israeli plans to build a neighborhood for Jews on 
West Bank land seized years ago. The writing on the back of the Israeli soldier reads "Operations” 
which indicates the type of unit to which he belongs (Reuters photo) ‘ 


Palestinian officials accuse Iran 
of training and funding militants 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM said Brigadier Zakariya 
(AP) — Iran is training. Baloushe. intelligence chief 


fending and directing miti-- in. charge of Arab affairs. 


tants in attacks against Israel ,, 
and Yasser Arafat’s govern-' 


.. Brig. 1 Baloushe said a 
Hamas representative in Iran 


ment in hopes of wrecking;, has sent more than $20 mil- 
Mideast peace. Palestinian... lion to the Gaza Strip. The 


request was rejected. 
In addition to Kirk I 


In addition to Kirk McDo- 
nald. a U.S. law professor 
and federal coon judge, Mr. 
Tadic will be judged by Sir 
Ninian Stephen of Australia 
and Datuk Lai Vohrah of 
Malaysia. 

There is no jury, but defen- 
dants can challenge a ruling 
by one of the two trial cham- 
bers before a separate 
appeals body. 

Mr. Tadic is one of 57 
people charged with war 
crimes by the tribunal but 
one of only three held in its 
24 jail cells. 


intelligence officials said ’ 
Tuesday. 

The claims came a . day 
after Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres accused Iran of 
orchestrating suicide bomb- 
ings in order to bring down 
his government and kill the 
peace process. 

Mr. Peres faces a tough 
challenge in May 29 elections, 
from opposition leader Ben-* 
jamin Netanyahu, who has 
said that while he would con- 
tinue negotiations, he would 
make fewer concessions to* 
the Palestinians than Mr. 
Peres. 

Palestinian agents recently 
arrested 10 activists from the 
militant group Hamas who 
confessed that they were 
trained in government-run 
camps in Iran and Sudan, 


group has set up several 
squads with instructions to 
carry out attacks in Israel and 
Gaza, Brig. Baloushe told 
the Associated Press. The 
members of the squads report 
directly to Hamas leaders 
abroad: he said. 

Brig. Baloushe said Iranian 
officials based in Lebanon 
have been giving instructions 
on canying out attacks to 
members of another Palesti- 
nian group. Islamic Jihad. 

Hamas has claimed respon- 
sibility for three recent 
suicide bombings in Israel 
and said it carried out the 
fourth one jointly with Isla- 
mic Jihad. The attacks be- 
tween Feb. 25 and March 4 
killed 63 people, including 
the four assailants. 

Another senior Palestinian 


intelligence official, Moham- 
mad Dahlan, said bis agents 
recently found letters in the 
possession of Hamas activists 
“that contain exact instruc- 
tions from Iran and Hamas 
activists in Iran to continue 
the attacks.” 

Colonel Dahlan told the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
that several Hamas activists 
were trained in Iran and 
Sudan in how to put together 
sophisticated explosives. He 
said some of those activists 
have confessed during inter- 
rogation in Palestinain jails. 

The letters that have been 
seized mentioned several 
Palestinian officials as targets 
for assassination. Brig. 
Baloushe said. 

Among those named were 
Brig. Baloushe, Mr. Dahlan. 
Gaza police commander 
Ghazi Jabali and intelligence 
chief Amin Hindi. Brig. 
Baloushe said. 

The Hamas activists had 
planned to attack the police 
headquarters in Gaza Gty 


and Arafat’s motorcade. 
Brig. Baloushe said. They 
had also plotted to set off 
several explosions in Gaza 
city to create panic, he said. 

Meanwhile, a senior Israeli 
officer told parliament’s fore- 
ign affairs and defence com- 
mittee Tuesday that Iran had 
delivered three consignments 
of arms to Hizbollah since 
April 27. 

“These cargoes transited 
via Damascus and mainly in- 
cluded Katyusha rockets,” 
the military intelligence offic- 
er said. 

He said it was possible that 
a fourth sea-borne delivery 
had been made to the 
Iranian-backed guerrillas, a 
parliamentary source said. 

The officer, however, re- 
fused to confirm or deny in- 
formation that Hizbollah was 
arming itself with -rockets 
with * range of.36.jto 43 
kilometres almost double 
that of the missiles which 
have so far hit northern 
Israel. 
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Iraq is violating sanctions, 
Clinton informs Congress 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Chnton has 


*Vw. unS 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE SOUTH COAST ZONE OF AQABA 


told the U.S. Congress that 
Iraq has failed to comply with 
U.N. resolutions requiring 
full disclosure of its weapons 
of mass destruction and he 
opposed any earing of sanc- 
tions against Baghdad ■ 

In a May 4 letter to Con- 
gress released Monday, Mr. 
Clinton said: “The govern- 
ment of Iraq remains for from 
compliance with its obliga- 
tions under applicable Secur- 
ity Council Resolutions.” 
He noted that U.N. inspec- 
tor Rolf ELkeus remarked re- 
cently in Washington that 
Iraq may be hiding up to 16 
Scud missiles probably armed 
with bio logical warheads. 

“Iraqi officials blatently 
violated Security Council re- 
solutions in March when they 


taxation of sanctions until 
Iraq demonstrates peaceful 
intentions through its overall 
compliance with all of the 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions,” Mr. Clinton said. 


The letter also said “the 
human rights situation 
throughout Iraq remains un- 
changed.” 

“(Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein’s unwillingness to 
comply with the norms of 
international behaviour ex- 
tends to his regime's con- 
tinuing threat to Iraqi citizens 
throughout the country,” Mr. 
Clinton’s letter said. 


device went off late Monday 
under a seat at a bus stop on 
Mnharraq bland, where the 
international airport is lo- 
cated northeast of the capital 
Manama, a go v e rn ment offi- 
cial- said. ‘ ‘ 

They were treated at a 
hospital, be added. 

On Tuesday a ““packet of 
ci g ar ettes filled with explo- 
sives” was found at t he 
Zeena sh o ppin g and business 
c e n t re in Manama, but it was 
after the authorities 
evacuated people from the 
complex, a pobceofficer told 
AFP. . 

The building; was 20 metres 
from a complex housing fore- 
ign and local businesses, 
which was hit before dawn 
Sunday Ity several explosions 
triggered by booby-frapped 
cigarette packets, be added. 

Shops and businesses in 
other locations were also fait 
in attacks that occur- 
red around the same time. 

Booby-trapped cigarette 
packets were also found Sun- 
day at other businesses be- 
fore they bad a chance to 
explode and were used in a 
previous attack this year, the 
authorities said. 

The Bahraini authorities 
on Itaesday breed warnings 
to merchants and residents to 
beware of cigarette packets 
and other objects that may 
contain explosives or incendi- 
ary material. 

. “Warning: A cigarette 
pfto co ntainin g an 
ary device,” ran a caption 
under a photograph on the 
front page of the English- 
language newspaper, the 
Gun Duly News. 

■’ Bahrain’s dvfl defence au- 
thorities told the newspaper 
that saboteurs had used 
cigarette -packets set to ex- 
plode, jyith Jimn-ii devices and 
oreed safety guidelines to 
help merchants and shoppers 
tackle potential risks. 

If a suspicious object is 
found, they must dear the 
surrounding area of people, 
turn off the power supply, 
spray the object with a fire 
extinguisher and call the au- 
thorities, according to in- 
structions in the Gulf Daily 
News. 

Traders should also watch 
customers to m ake sure they 
do not leave bags behind. 

The U.S. and other foreign 
embassies have issued warn- 
ings to their citizens since 
unrest began in December 
1994, tefling them to watch- 
out for un a tt e nd ed bags and 
stay away from burning tires 
because they may c on ta in ex- 


repea tedly obstructed UN- 
SCOM officials a t temptin g to 


(RESORT UILLRGES) 


SCOM officials a tt emptin g to 
search buildings in Bagh- 
dad,” the letter added. 


“My administration will 
continue to oppose any re- 


“It remains unclear 
whether Iraq is serious about 
implementing the resolution 
as drafted,” Mr. Clinton said 
in his letter. 

“Iraq remains a serious 
threat to regional peace and 
stability. I remain deter- 
mined that Iraq comply foQy 
with all its obligations under 
the U.N. Security Council. 
Restrictions.” 


But suspicion immediately 
fell on activists support in g a 
Shiite Muslim-led opposition 
demanding the resto ra tion of 
parliament, dissolved in 
1975, more political freedoms 
and job oppo r t uniti es for the 
country’s Shiites, who form a 
riSgfat majority of Bahrain’s 
500,000 people. 

The Opposition camp»M| 
began in December 1994. 
Twenty-eight people have 
been reported killed so far 
and the government has 
rounded up hundreds of 
activists. 


The Aqaba Region Authority announces the availability of two unique 
investment opportunities to develop two resort villages in the area of 
Ras Al-Yamaniyya in the South Coast Zone of Aqaba. 


Sanctions against Sudan are 
inconvenient but not crippling 


Two plots with an area of 41 ,000 and 57,000 square metres have been 
allocated for resort villages consisting of vacation homes, restaurants, 
management buildings, sports facilities and swimming pools. A central 
area between the two plots has been zoned as a commercial area. The 
two plots and the commercial area will be sold by auction using the 
closed bidding system. 


Interested investors are asked to contact Aqaba Region Authority — 
The Investment Unit, for more detailed information and applicable con- 
ditions for these investments during working hours not later than 
Saturday 25/5/1996. 


Prof. Dr. Fayez Khasawneh 
President 

Aqaba Region Authority 


CAIRO (R) — U.N. di- 
plomatic sanctions which hit 
Sudan from Friday will be 
inconvenient rather than 
crippling and the interested 
parties have very different 
ideas about any tougher mea- 
sures to make Khartoum ex- 
tradite three Egyptians. 

From Friday all countries 
must start to reduce signifi- 
cantly the size and level of 
Sudanese embassies and im- 
pose restrictions on visits by 
Sudanese government offi- 
cials. International organisa- 
lions will no longer hold con- 
ferences in Sudan. 

The aim is to make Sudan 
hand over to Ethiopia three 
men accused of crying to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa last 
June. Sudan says it cannot 
find them. 

Diplomats in northeast 
Africa said on Tuesday that 
the sanctions were part of a 
gradual approach, a first or 
second shot in what could be 
a long campaign to break the 
links between the Islamist 
government in Khartoum and 


foreign groups which advo- 
cate violence against their 
own government. 

After another 60 days, if 
Sudan has not extradited the 
three men, the Security 
Council will deride what to 
do next. 


“The sanctions are enough 
to show the Sudanese govern- 
ment the international com- 
munity takes a dim view of its 
activities. They are certainly 
inconvenient and enough to 
make the Sudanese complain 
vociferously.” said one West- 
ern diplomat in Cairo. 

“They are on notice that 
the United Nations will not 
let this issue go away.” he 
added. 


said that the imminent sanc- 
tions are inadequate. 

“In failing to impose more 
meaningful sanctions, we risk 
further insecurity and insta- 
bility for... Eastern Africa, 
the Middle East and Sudan,” 
said U.S. envoy Edward 
Gnehm. 


On the other side Russia 
and China abstained in the 
Security Council vote. Non- 
aligned and Islamic Indone- 
sa. a Security Council mem- 
ber. refused to sponsor the 
sanctions resolution. 


But on either side of this 
centrist approach, the one 
favoured by Egypt and most 
European states, arc parties 
ctemounng for tougher ac- 
tion as soon as possible and 
others who say that enough is 
already enough or more than 
enough. 

The United States. 
Ethiopia and the Sudanese 
opposition in exile have all 


Even Egypt, the main vic- 
tim of Sudan’s alleged activi- 
ties, has said it would not go 
along with an arms embargo, 
for fear it would benffit 
southern rebels, lead to 
southern secession and com- 
-pbcate Egypt’s interests in 
the headwaters of the Nile. 

E*ypt surprised its allies at 
the United Nations last 
month by abandoning a draft 
resolution which would have 
■imposed an aims ban and 
JJ^cted flights in and out of 




Japanese cat finds 
$1,500 
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TOKYO (AFP) — A 
Japanese cat has surprised 

■ . _ ' __ T*at U ii iTCn rtfr 


a plastic bag with 160,000 
Yen ($1,500) inside, police 
said Tuesday. Kenji Fukai, 
a 73 -year-old resident of 
Satte north of Tokyo, took 
the cash to a police station 
Monday. He said the fami- 
ly cat, Peru, came home 
can ying the plastic bag in 
its mouth, police said. 
Under Japanese law, cash 
brought to police station's 
lost and found section is 
returned to the person who 
finds it if nobody claims it 
after six months. 
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Clinton chews 
cigars, but he 
doesn’t inhale 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton, 
beading to an anti-smoking 
event, still chews on the 
occasional cigar but he 
does not light up, his 
spokesman said. “I haven’t 
seen Him smoke a cigar or 
heard of him smoking a 
cigar for quite some time,” 
White House Press Secre- 
tary Mike McCurzy told 
reporters. The last reported 
instance of Mr. Clinton 
smoking a cigar was in 
Jane when he and his Na- 
tional Security Adviser An- 
thony Lake puffed to 'cele- 
brate foe rescue of downed 
pilot Scott O'Grady after 
bis fighter jet was shot 
down over Bosnia. 
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Good manners 
back in style — 
German experts 


BONN (R) — German eti- 
quette experts gathering to 
recall one of their founding 
fathers hailed a revival of 


interest in politeness and 
said decorum was back in 
demand. Scholars at a 
reception over salmon and 
champagne to mark the 
200fo anniversary of foe 
death of Baron Adolf Von 
Knigge, whose book Dea- 
ling With People became 
the German etiquette bible, 
said Germans were redis- 
covering manners/ Ger- 
mans may not be renowned 
abroad for their good man- 
ner, but Inga Wolff, the 
editor of Germany’s Style 
And Etiquette magazine, 
said they were keen to dis- 
cover new rules on how to 
behave properly with new 
technology. 


<h-i 

ap* hAki\l l’« 1 
fra hcSvpi.-s 
sc mil’ v’l'ii : 

■ SUtf Ki'la. :■ 

at i ' 

VlMr ilsc 

'jflKsIjV V .'ll 
j OJV! f 

iiuav ii's \ »■ 
•IlSivps ( n-i. v r. , 
UrtWlir-. 

j|WnMi\ Hi.- 
&'Iuq ite.-.% n- 
• : frh-K r.» : - 

rorpam H KK 

■ fflvHklfl'.i 
2 m Mitithi-.,.; 


3 bird !n 
,4i> 


Thais get their 
teeth into crazed 
elephant 


BANGKOK (R) — Villa- 
gers in northern Thailand 
killed a crazed elephant 
with more than two hun- 
dreds bullets and sold its 
meat to lovers of at 
foe weekend, police sour- 
ces ^ aid. The rogue mate 
elephant trampled two peo- 
ple to death last month and 
escaped into the forest near 
Hauy Maekam village in 
Prae province, they told 
Reuters. After hunting it 
for over two weeks, the vil- 
lagers found foe animal in 

foe forest and shot it to 
death, foe sources said.- 
Dozens of people flocked 
to scene of the shooting 
and bought the elephant’s 
meat, which was sold out 
within an hour, police said. 


No let up in CD 
piracy in China 


BRUSSELS (R) _ K 
out of 10 compact d: 
made in China are illc 
copies, new figures 
teased by the Intematic 
Federation of foe Phc 
graphic Industry (ff 
showed. The figures, 
sued to coincide with a 
sit by European Tr 
Commissioner Sir L 
Bnttan to China, shot 
pirate production of C 
to* risen 1.5 per cent c 
fo? past year to 88 perc 

of tote! estimated outpu 

w million units. IFPI s 
foe new figures show© 
trade pact aimed ai cle 
mg up China's blackmai 

* yesr ago has 
worked. 








